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Emergency Management
Assistant Director urges
officials to consider
county’s dispatch options
Charlotte Smith

Looking to dispel rumors Hickman
County Emergency Management Assistant Director Scott Smith spoke with
Hickman County Judge/Executive Kenny Wilson earlier in the week and then
addressed members of the Hickman
County Fiscal Court on Thursday evening, Feb. 16 regarding the future of dispatch in Hickman County.
“I think it would be a disinterest to
the community to move dispatch out of
the county,” stated Smith. “I know budgets are tight and you are all looking at

expenses, but I hope you look at all the
options. I would like to see you keep
dispatch in the county, even if it means
moving it to another facility.”
Smith believes the citizens of Hickman County would not be served well
if the Court made the decision to contract dispatch services with another entity such as Fulton County Dispatch or
Kentucky State Police Post 1. “Quotes
were received from those entities in
the past and it was decided back then it
would not be a good move to go with

See DISPATCH, page 3

County Judge/Executive
highlights year’s progress
Charlotte Smith

“A year ago at this time we had no
park, no fish, no trees, no plans, no
pavilion that was going to be built, no
bathrooms,” began Hickman County
Judge/Executive Kenny Wilson. “We
just had a dock that was falling to pieces and land that was not maintained.”
Judge/Executive Wilson attributed the
county’s recent successes to the Fiscal
Court Magistrates.
Other things Judge Wilson reminded

Fiscal Court members of on Thursday
evening, Feb. 16 during their monthly
meeting included the fact that a year
ago there wasn’t a regional port authority, no visit from the governor drawing
attention to our area, no nursing home
going to be built across the street from
Rotary Park, or a surveyor coming to
look at the road, etc.
But now, a year later many things
are happening in Hickman County, in-

See FISCAL, page 3

Ambulance, Rescue Squad
offers monthly drafts
Charlotte Smith

It’s that time of year again. “It is time
to pay your ambulance fees,” emphasized Hickman County Judge/Executive Kenny Wilson on Thursday, Feb
16. “We encourage all Hickman County
citizens to pay not only their ambulance
fee but also their rescue squad fee. Both
can be easily paid monthly through
a bank draft at Clinton Bank or First
Community Bank.”
Dennis McDaniel with the Hickman
County Sheriff’s Office was on hand
to discuss the 2016 Reconciliation,
2017 Budget, 2017 Maximum Salary
Schedule and the 2017 Advancement

Approval for the Sheriff’s Office with
members of the Fiscal Court. “The 2016
budget was tight, we trimmed it all we
could,” said McDaniel. “We spent about
what we had in 2016 and in 2017 we are
spending a little more, about $8,000 in
salaries and have a few other things we
moved around, not a vast increase in
anything. We really haven’t gone above
what we spent in 2016, we just reassigned some things.”
McDaniel also presented information
on a proposed taser grant written by
Hickman County Deputy Sheriff Gaylon Reynolds. “The Sheriff’s Depart-

See AMBULANCE, page 3

IN LOVE WITH READING – Hickman
County High School students enjoyed
a full week of events recently, in association with Library Lovers’ Month, and
“I Love to Read” Week in February. A
poetry contest and character dress-up
day were among activities celebrated.
(Photos submitted)

HCHS celebrates love of reading

With February being Library Lovers’ Month, it is the perfect time for
local students to celebrate reading with
I Love to Read Week. This annual
event was held at the high school this
week and included a variety of activities related to reading promotion. From
dress-up days to a poetry contest, from
a week-long library scavenger hunt to
a photo display, each literary-themed
activity was a fun opportunity for students to not only celebrate reading, but
also to earn the chance to win monetary prizes generously sponsored by the
Hickman County Arts Council. Here
are some photos from the week’s activities. I Love to Read Week will be
celebrated at the elementary school Feb.
27-March 3.
Poetry Contest Info
Students were challenged to create a found poem by using a black-out
technique. Here, students take a copy
of a random page of text and create

a “found” poem by isolating certain
words in a particular order to create a
new idea or unique sentiment. The top
20 entries were put on display in the library, and the entire student body was
asked to vote for their favorite. Prizes were awarded as follows: 1st place
Latosha Hurt, 2nd place Allison Pettit,
3rd place Brandi Hornback.  

Dress-Up Days Info
Students were encouraged to dress-up
each day to fit various literary themes.
On “Magical” Monday, students dressed
like a fairy tale character. On “Titan”
Tuesday, they dressed like a character
from Greek mythology. On “Wizard-

The Dorena-Hickman Ferry temporarily halted operation beginning Feb.
20.
The Dorena-Hickman Ferry plans to
temporarily shut down to allow both
engines on the ferryboat to be overhauled.
Mechanics planned to be on site at
daylight Feb. 20 to start work, and the
overhaul is expected to take about one
to two weeks to complete.
Timely notice when the repair work
is completed will be given and the ferry

is ready to resume operations.
The Dorena-Hickman Ferry connects KY 1354 at Hickman, Kentucky,
with Missouri Route A and Route 77
near Dorena, Missouri.
In addition to providing a critical
transportation link between Kentucky
and Missouri for daily commuters and
farmers, the ferry serves as a tourist
attraction for the region and provides
a convenient route between Southeast

As your local newspaper, we are the
cheerleader, the guardian and the watchdog, all rolled up into one
Historical changes are coming March
8.
The three oldest newspapers in the
Mississippi River counties of Hickman
County and Fulton County are combining resources to better serve our corner
of the world.
February 28 and March 1 will be the
last issues bearing the individual names
of The Hickman County Gazette, The
Hickman Courier, and The Fulton Lead-

er. The newspapers will not be discontinued; rather they will join forces to produce one strong newspaper. The content
of all three will be incorporated into one.
As leaders in Hickman County, Fulton
County and Obion County, the staffs of
these newspapers pledge to work toward
a unified effort to offer more reading for
the buck. They will work closely with
sister newspapers in Carlisle County and
Lake County, Tenn.
The new unified publication’s name is
The Current. This regional newspaper
hopes to unify the area to aid efforts as

civic leaders work to develop and grow
commerce and improve community lifestyles along the Mississippi River.
All present Leader, Courier and Gazette subscribers will see the name The
Current atop their hometown newspaper,
along with the three names, starting with
the March 8 issue. The circulation department worked hard to formulate one
master subscription base. Those who subscribe to multiple newspapers will have
their remaining times added together. No

Inside

Obituaries

(Editor’s Note: The following information was submitted by Karen Stairs,
LMS and Falcon Academy Facilitator,
Hickman County High School)

See READ, page 3

Repair work prompts
Dorena-Hickman halt

See FERRY, page 3

Newspaper merger historical

MAKING A BASKET – Hickman County Falcon JD McClannahan, #15, shoots
two during their Feb. 11 game versus Community Christian Academy. The Falcons emerged victorious with a 75-48 defeat of the Warriors. Full story on page
6. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

We want to hear from you!
If you have a question, comment, or complaint about
something you saw in The Hickman County Gazette,
or a suggestion, we’d love to hear from you!

270.653.3381 

gazette3322@bellsouth.net
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AREA OBITUARIES
Rev. Ora Belle Peck
Rev. Ora Belle Peck, 84, of Paducah, Ky. died Friday evening,
Feb. 17, 2017 at 10:55 p.m. at her
home.
Ora Belle graduated from
Woodland Mills High School in
Woodland Mills, Tenn. in 1950.
and married Paul Peck in May
1951.
She received her license to
preach in the Methodist Church
in 1955. This was a full year before the Methodist Church began
ordaining women and granting
them full clergy rights. She began pastoring at Little Chapel
Methodist Church in 1955, where
she pastored for 11 years. She
also received a degree in education from Murray State University and later a Masters degree in
English. In addition to pastoring,
Rev. Peck also taught at Brazelton Jr. High, Symsonia High
School and Hickman County
High School.
In 1966
Rev.
Peck
entered full
time ministry. Later she
became the
first female
clergy
ordained elder
and voted into membership in
the Memphis Annual Conference
of the United Methodist Church
in 1971. She had a distinguished
career as a pastor in the United
Methodist Church. She served on
the Conference Board of Ministry (the church’s pastoral voting
body), several district committees, and won Memphis Conference’s Town and Country Church
of the Year in 1966 and again in
1967 at two different congregations; an accomplishment which
had not been done previously or
since.
She is survived by her husband
of 64 years, Rev. Paul Peck; one
daughter, Lucretia Anne Fry
(David) Cervantes of Henderson,
Ky.; one son, Rev. Ronald Gene
(Pamela) Peck of Millington,

Tenn.; four grandchildren; four
step grandchildren; five great
grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.
Rev. Peck was preceded in
death by her parents, Marvin J.
King, Sr. and Roe Anne King;
one brother, Marvin J. King, Jr.;
and sister, Ellen Hutson.
Funeral service will be held
at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 22 at
Milner & Orr Funeral Home and
Cremation Services of Paducah
with Rev. Kenny Locke and Rev.
Susan Engle officiating. Burial
will follow at Mt. Kenton Cemetery.
Visitation will be from 5 until
8 p.m. Tuesday, at Milner & Orr
Funeral Home and Cremation
Services of Paducah.
Expressions of sympathy may
be made to: Trinity United Methodist Church, 6125 Blandville
Pictured are a number of items donated by the Stroud family to the
Rd, Paducah, KY 42001.
Richard Farnsworth
Richard Vance Farnsworth,
Sr., 74 of Fulgham, Ky. died at
4:57 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 16, 2017
at Jackson Purchase Medical
Center in Mayfield, Ky.
He was a retired truck driver.
He is survived by his wife,
June Farnsworth; one son, Richard Vance Farnsworth, Jr of
Chattanooga, Tenn.; two daughters, Deborah Lynn (Bill) Rabbitt
of Bowie, Md. and Tammi (Blair)
Terry of Arlington, Ky.; three
grandchildren, Lexie and Jesse
Rabbitt, both of Bowie and Lisa
Betz of Murray, Ky.
He was preceded in death by
his parents, Jesse Newton Farnsworth and Rosley Edna Chapman Farnsworth; and several
sisters and brothers.
Funeral services were at 11
a.m. Monday, Feb. 20 at Brown
Funeral Home in Clinton. Rev.
Ian Carrico officiated, with burial in the Hatlers Chapel Cemetery.
Donations: Hickman County Relay for Life c/o Clinton
Bank, 220 East Clay, Clinton KY
42031.
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Numerous projects at
Museum in the works
as Spring approaches
By Bill Bone

Spring at the museum brings
with it the promise of new projects and this year is no exception.
We have filled all the existing
walks with engraved bricks and
now we will be adding a walk
from the drive over to the front
of the Lamkin office building
to accommodate new additions.
This should afford us space for
eight-10 years at the present rate
of additions.
The salvaged courtyard fence,
courtesy of Kate House, will
be erected which will provide
boundary markers for the property We have a picture of the
historic fence around the court-

yard in the early 1900s.
Mary Ann has been very effective in leading the board in an
active and project filled year that
just concluded. The highlight of
which was the redoing and dictation of the office building as the
Quilt House named after Rose
Berry, an original board member.
Liz Jewell and Laura Poole were
very active in this endeavor.
The museum exists because of the continuing support
of Hickman County and its citizens. Our goals are simple, to
preserve a physical record of our
forebearers for future generations. We have been very aggressive and committed to this for the
past 25 years. How can you help?

Historical and Genealogical Society. (Photo submitted)

Stroud family donates
historical collectibles
Irvin Stroud has donated to
the Hickman County Historical
& Genealogical Society several items collected by his family
and ancestors. The items include
a ledger book believed to have
been used in the Bugg Store
on the Clinton and Metropolis
Road (now #307); the carpenter’s
square used by John Montgomery to build coffins at his shop
near the store; a receipt book for
the lodge that met in the store
building; a steward’s monthly
account book for several of the
Methodist churches in the county; and pictures of several of Irvin’s ancestors.
Miss Docie Jones, Fulgham
switchboard operator and historian, recorded that Montgomery’s
coffin work began in his home.
He made coffins for a wide range
of customers from eastern Hickman County and part of Graves.
Miss Docie recalled that he kept
an assorted stock on hand and
occasionally the boys, Will, Al-

mus, Tom and Dick used one of
them to scare an overnight guest.
Later, Montgomery built his
shop near the Bugg Store, and
then added additional buildings
in 1901. The Baltimore Masonic
Lodge, organized in 1857, moved
there onto the second story of the
building from Pleasant Valley
Church where it had been meeting since 1876. A Woodman of
the World organization and its
auxiliary, the Woodmen Circle,
met in the area as well. It is believed that the donated receipt
book originated from the meetings of those groups.
Montgomery built the old clapboard Salem Methodist church
building in 1874 along with several residences in the area. He
continued in business until his
retirement due to ill health and
died in April, 1927.
The items given by Stroud are
on display at the Historical Society and can be used for research
purposes.

Quilt House
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Local area country bands
sought to open for Young
With the return of Thunderbolt
Broadcasting’s KYTN Country
Music Festival, set for April 2829 in South Fulton’s Unity Park,
this year, a local band will have
the opportunity to open for country music recording artist Brett
Young, this year’s headline entertainment.
Six bands will be selected

Read

Ambulance

ment currently has one taser and
it is very old,” said McDaniel.
“We are looking to purchase five
new tasters with this grant. Court
security will be trained.” County
Attorney Jason Batts was asked
to review the grant proposal and
members of the Court will vote
on it next month, unless a special
called meeting is needed.
A Solid Waste Management
Plan Preparation Agreement was
approved. “The plan is good for
five years and the PADD office
assisted with the preparation of
the 60-page document,” stated
Dawn Mathis. “They charge us

$2,500 and compile the information that we provide them.”
Homeland Security Grant Authorization, Resolution 2017-01
was also approved. “Jeremy Buchanan is assisting David Cox
with a grant for three pieces
of equipment for the Hickman
County Rescue Squad,” stated
Judge/Executive Wilson. “The
equipment will be added to what
they already have and help with
the jaws of life. It is a $20,000
grant with a deadline for submission of February 17.”
Hickman County Attorney
Jason Batts and County Treasurer Wynita Dillard discussed
a grant for victims’ advocacy,

Ferry

Missouri and the popular fishing and recreation areas around
nearby Reelfoot Lake in Northwest Tennessee.
The Dorena-Hickman Ferry Operates from the Hickman
Landing with regular river
crossings during daylight hours.
Passage for passenger vehicles
is $16 with additional tolls for
trucks, motor homes, and vehicles pulling trailers. There are
discounts for vehicles making
return crossings.
Missouri and Kentucky have

continued from page 1

something that County Attorney
Batts’ office provides to county residents. Work on the grant
began last May and included 75
pages of documentation. “WE
finally hear we were awarded it
and we have begun the second
phase,” noted County Attorney
Batts. “It will greatly enhance
our ability to provide these
services to victims of violent
crimes.” The funds from the
grant will be funneled through
the Judge/Executive’s office as
required by law. Total amount of
the grant is $24,321.
The next meeting of the Fiscal Court is slated for Monday,
March 20 at 6 p.m.
continued from page 1

the geographic distinction of
being the only borderstates that
are not directly connected by a
road or bridge. The only direct
route between the two states is
the Dorena-Hickman Ferry.
The Dorena-Hickman Ferry
provides a link for commuters
and farmers, as well as providing access to the nearby Reelfoot Lake Recreation Area in
Western Tennessee.
The Dorena-Hickman Ferry
operates at Mississippi River
navigation mile point 922.0.

ry” Wednesday, students portrayed their favorite characters
from Harry Potter. On “Theater” Thursday, students came in
costume as any character from a
play, movie, or TV show. Each
day, one student from both middle school and high school was
drawn as a prize winner. Middle school winners were Caylee
Ferguson, Gracie Lambert, and
Cayla Hammock. High School
winners were Montana Lyman,
Marcus Land, Lexy Riddle, Em-

Fiscal

cluding the possibility of the city
paving Kimbro Street, Aces’s
going in and a hemp initiative.
Approximately 700 trout were
added to the pond at Rotary Park
on Thursday, Feb. 16 and several
were already seen fishing. “Next
month they will add more trout
and catfish,” said Judge/Executive Wilson. “Look for an entity
in town to host a fishing tournament for children on May 20.
There will be more information
as the date gets closer.”
A construction meeting is also
planned with Artisan Incorporated and Mr. Don Riley, the architect, on Wednesday at 10 a.m.
as they begin to move forward
with the bathrooms and pavilion
plans. Magistrate Kory Naranjo
was scheduled to be in attendance for that meeting.
It was also noted by Judge/
Executive Wilson that the trees,
with many of them donated by
the Clinton Rotary Club, were in
excellent shape. “Many of them
have buds and they look like
they are ready to burst open,” he
said.
“We met with the members of
the PADD office this week, Gibson County Electric Membership representatives and Fulton
County - Hickman County Economic Development Partnership
Director Wendy Puckett, too,”
added Judge/Executive Wilson.
Discussions centered about the
Kentucky Hemp Exchange project. If all goes through, like that
is planned, it will be a game
changer for our county”.

Dispatch

the state police,” added Smith.
“If you choose to move it somewhere else, response times could
be longer, misdirection from
those not knowing the roads,
etc., could happen depending on
what agency it went to. Once they
page someone out, they probably
won’t keep up with it and they
are done with the call.”
The Court was also reminded to look at all the costs, when
and if they do receive proposals
from outside entities. “If they
add another dispatcher, there is
still going to be costs to move the
equipment and other fixed costs,
as well,” he said. “When the ambulance building was built it was
designed with one room to host
dispatch. it was wired with the
phone equipment, set up with a
separate bathroom and entrance/
exit door.”
When the members of the
Court look at the budget, Smith
realizes they are looking to reduce expenses associated with
the jail, but asked them to take
every thought and consideration
into mind before moving dispatch. “The agencies we have in
this county work well together
with dispatch,” continued Smith.
“The way things are working
now, I hate to see that upset.”

from the pool received, and will
perform on evening of April 28,
with judging to be completed
following the final entry’s performance.
The next night, April 29, the
winning band will perform in a
30-minute set to open for Brett
Young.
The only requirements are en-

ily Pickard, and Courtney Cagle.
Caught ‘Read’ Handed Info
Throughout the week, students who were caught on camera reading for pleasure had
their photo added to the Caught
“Read”-Handed display board.
At the end of the week, one student from both middle school
and high school was drawn as a
prize winner. The middle school
winner was Shawn Andrecht and
the high school winner was Jeffory Powell.

While the fire at Harpers
Hams was devastating, including the loss of approximately 60
jobs. That could be temporary. A
meeting was planned for Friday,
Feb. 17 at 2 p.m. at the Edwards
building with Harpers Hams
looking into the possibility of
utilizing the facility. Greg Pruitt,
HCEDA Director is facilitating
that meeting. “Jeremy Buchanan
and Brad Davis from the PADD
will be available to assist with
grants, loans, etc. to lend a hand
in assisting them. Helping them
tap into whatever they need,”
said Judge/Executive Wilson.
Another event in the works is a
Four County Ag Day that will be
hosted in July by Bob Wilson in

Merger

subscription time will be lost.
As current flows down the
great river so news will flow to
our readers. Current never stays
still and neither will we. Times
change. Wrinkles are expected, but that is what irons are for.
Rest assured any wrinkles will be
ironed out as quickly as humanly
possible.
“I believe combining all the
resources of three great tradition-rich newspapers will build
one really strong publication,”
said publisher Dennis Richardson. “The name is to reflect the
current of the river as well as
current events of every nook and
cranny in our readership area.
We believe in the river counties.
Some of the best people in Ken-

Magistrate Kory Naranjo
agrees with Smith but has some
concerns. “Our big concern is
trying to get out from under the
jail cost. Forty thousand dollars
in utilities are eating us alive,”
he said. “We need to save money
and we can look into the ambulance building as an option.” stated Naranjo as he reminded Smith
that they haven’t gotten that far
into it, but they do need to look at
all the options.
“It seems the rumor mill is
getting ahead of us,” added Magistrate Irvin Stroud. “I don’t want
to see it leave the county either,
but we do have to look at the options.”
“Is it possible that new systems, like utilizing GPS coordinates on phones will assist with
issues of dispatchers who might
be unfamiliar with our roads,”
asked Magistrate Henry Cole. “I
am not saying I want it out of the
county, but we do need to explore
our options.”
“Would you be in favor of a
fee?” Hickman County Judge/
Executive Kenny Wilson asked
Smith.
“Yes, absolutely,” Smith responded. “As a citizen, I would
definitely pay it.”
The lack of state legislative
support in taxing cell phones
like land lines for 911 services
was noted.
“I realize dispatch if a service
that does not bring dollars to the
county,” noted Smith. “The first
priority of government is to protect its citizens and tax dollars go
to helping pay for those services
first, for all emergency services,
not just dispatch.”
When the Hickman County
Jail shut down, dispatch expenses increased to accommodate for

tries must be a full band, and be
country genre. Two songs must
be prepared for the competition.
To enter, participants must go
online to ThunderboltRadio.com,
and complete the entry form.
For more information, contact
WCMT Radio Station, at 731587-9526, or visit the station at
1410 Lindell in Martin, Tenn.
continued from page 1

Scavenger Hunt Info
Each day, a literary clue related to that day’s theme was
posted in the library which led
students to find a hidden letter.
At the end of the week, all four
letters had to be unscrambled to
complete a literary quote. All
students who submitted the correct answers had the opportunity to earn a prize. The middle
school winner was Eli Armbruster and the high school winner was Hunter Leblanc.
continued from page 1

Ballard County. Tentative dates
for the Ag Day that will draw
more people to the river counties
will be July 13 or July 14. “Kentucky Ag Commissioner Ryan
Quarles wants to attend Ag Day
and also the ribbon cutting for
Rotary Park.” Judge/Executive
Wilson stated. He also promised
additional details in the future.
“Commissioner Quarles has
been a supporter of our farmer’s market and we want him to
be in attendance,” said Judge/
Executive Wilson. “There are a
lot of things going on in Hickman County and that is a good
thing. Lots of things are falling
into place. More can happen, the
possibilities are endless.”
continued from page 1

tucky (and Tennessee) live here.”
The Current’s focus will be
Hickman County, Fulton County and the east portion of Obion
County.
Those who subscribe online
will have an automatic subscription to The Current and those who
subscribe to more than one publication will have their times added
together.
The publication date will
be Wednesday and The Current should be available early to
mid-mornings. Find it at all the
regular newsstands or subscribe
by calling (270) 472-1121.
The physical location will be
at what is now The Fulton Leader
office at 304 East State Line, Fulton.
continued from page 1

the second full time dispatcher.
“We are just knocking things
around,” reminded Magistrate
Cole. “We want to keep from
moving dispatch out of the county and at the same time keep
from raising taxes.”
“No easy way to do it,” added
in Judge/Executive Wilson. “We
could add the fee, put it on people’s bill and they might say that
don’t want to pay that fee, the
court has no desire to raise taxes
or put a fee on anyone but it is an
option to fund dispatch.”
When county budgets begin
to get tight, effecting the ability
to provide required services to
their residents, talk of the need
to merge counties begin to surface. “They (the state) are trying
to push counties to merge,” said
Magistrate Naranjo. “They are
pushing it in our river counties.
We are all in the same dilemma, but no one wants to give up
things like Beeler Hill, we all
know where that is.”
“I began working for the
county 23 years ago and they
were pushing mergers back
then,” Smith stated. “No one has
merged but I know services have
merged in lots of different counties.”
“Dispatch is not on the agenda
tonight,” reminded Judge/Executive Wilson. “We are still gathering information and I appreciate
you talking to me and coming
before the Fiscal Court stating
your concerns.”
Coming up with a solution, especially with concern to the jail
is the first concern of the Fiscal
Court. If they do sell the building
or something else becomes of it,
dispatch will have to be moved
somewhere else either inside the
county or elsewhere.
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African Pygmy kills giant crocodile using only his club
There’s the story about an explorer in the
Congo who walked into a clearing and found
a Pygmy standing beside the carcass of a huge
crocodile.
“Did you kill that?” he asked.
“Yes,” the Pygmy answered. “I killed it with
my club.”
“That’s incredible,” the explorer said. “How
big is your club?”
“Oh,” the Pygmy said, “I suppose there’s
about 150 of us.”
It’s amazing just what people can accomplish when they work together. We marvel at
the “barn raising parties” that were common
in generations past when groups of neighbors
would come together and build a barn in a
matter of hours.
Tasks that look absolutely daunting to an
individual all of a sudden become perfectly
doable when friends come alongside to provide helping hands. That’s commonsense that
is rooted in Scripture.
“Two are better than one because they have
a good reward for their toil” (Ecclesiastes
4:9).
Of course, that only works when the two are
working together in unity. How frustrating it
would be if one was hammering boards into
place while another was coming along behind
and pulling them down.
“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when

brothers dwell in unity” (Psalm 133:1).
That’s what Pygmy groups in Africa have
learned. Despite their small statures, they
have learned that they can do great things by
working together. Estimates are that there are
between 250,000 and 600,000 Pygmies living
in the Congo rainforest. That’s enough people
to do great things.
It’s the same for our own families or communities, when we band together in unity
with all of our various gifts and talents and
strengths. We can accomplish great feats.
The Apostle Paul likened a congregation
working together to the human body.
“There are many parts, yet one body. The
eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of
you,’ nor can the head say to the feed, ‘I have
no need of you’” (1 Corinthians 12:20).
The fact is, every part of the human body is
important in our day-to-day lives. In the same
way, all members of our families, our church
congregations and our communities perform
crucial functions.
Together, we can do great things.
For the Pygmy, it wasn’t the kind of club he
carried that allowed him to take the crocodile.
It was the kind of club he belonged to.
We all need a club like that.
Roger Alford offers encouragement to residents of America’s heartland. Reach him at
rogeralford1@gmail.com.
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For Your Information

Enjoying the abundant life at any age

AREA
ANNOUNCEMENTS

We are all growing older.
Thanks a lot, right? I realize
that many will think this is not
a very optimistic or positive
thought, but it is a reality of
life.
I could have went all day
without hearing that, however
as with other topics, this too
has a certain amount of accountability attached to it that
can make a huge difference
between dreading the future
and having a healthy and positive attitude. Recently, I could
not help but notice a picture of
Stan Lee on the front cover of
a magazine, and was amazed at
how great he looks for 94 years
old.
He is no doubt enjoying the
fruits of his labors from creating fictional characters such as,
The Incredible Hulk, Iron Man,
Thor and Spider Man, just to
name a few.
And amazingly, he is still creating new figures and creatures,
comic books and of course providing the inspiration for an
endless supply of highly successful super-hero movies.
As I continued reading about
Mr. Lee, it appears that his
highly active imagination gives
him the energy and excitement

that fuels his relentless work
ethic.
He does not consider the retirement mentality, because his
imagination provides him with
a continual supply of enthusiasm and motivation.
I am in and out of nursing
homes every week and I personally know several men and
women in their nineties that
will astound you with their
outward appearance as well as
their very sharp minds.
I always ask about their secret to enjoying a long life, and
the common reply is that hard
work made them tough. I have
also noticed that most of them
keep busy and have certain activities they look forward to.
As with Stan Lee, we notice that active people whether
physically or mentally seem to
possess a built-in optimistic anticipation that motivates them
to keep pushing forward.
Older individuals who are
still mentally strong, are keenly aware of current and future
events.
They keep up with what is
happening and have their own
opinions which is a healthy
form of independence and inspiration. May we keep a tight

grip on our faith in God and
focus on positive thoughts that
can increase our awareness and
help keep us young at heart.
Frank Lloyd Wright said, “the
longer I live, the more beautiful
life becomes.”
I cannot overemphasize how
important it is to retain hope
and faith in order to retain a
positive attitude for the future.
If we lose our expectation
that good things are coming
just around the next corner, we
will have nothing joyful to live
for and become vulnerable to
falling into a state of negativity
and discouragement.
I have heard throughout my
life that you are as young as
you feel and I can personally
say that some days I still have
a pep in my step to which I am
grateful. One activity that I will
pass on to you who are now being given “senior discounts” is
the benefits of walking.
My wife and I walk around
the neighborhood in the evenings and I am amazed at how
good I feel once we get going.
Stretching the legs, relaxing
and getting a breath of fresh air
can do wonders for the body
and mind. Deuteronomy 34:7
reminds us, “Moses was 120

years old when he passed away.
His eyesight was not impaired and he was still vigorous
and robust.”
As we become more mature,
another great idea is to stay in
contact with family and friends.
It’s good to explore new adventures, to write letters, visit acquaintances, attend church and
different types of events and
make some lasting memories
with those we care about.
Maintaining a hobby is another excellent idea that can
help keep us mentally, physically and spiritually stimulated. Raising a small flower
or vegetable garden is a wonderful activity that not only
gives us some physical exercise
but watching something grow
can invigorate us with expectation and a sense of appreciation from day to day. I like
this quote from Betty Friedan,
“Aging is not lost youth, but a
new stage of opportunity and
strength.”
Dr. Holland lives in Central
Kentucky with his wife Cheryl,
where he is a Christian author,
outreach minister and community chaplain. To learn more
visit:
billyhollandministries.
com

CHOICE. There are those,
either by acclamation or action, who believe they can hide
or get away from the presence
of God.
It appears, and has been
so across the centuries, that
many feel
God has no
power or
control in
the affairs
of men. I m
convinced
that is the
mindset of
the majority of our
country.
I
have
come to my
conclusion by studying bibli-

cal history of how God dealt
with Israel and surrounding nations. I am also convinced that
a study of nations across the
centuries will reveal that they
tend to destroy themselves.
They progress to a certain
point and then due to inner
turmoil and fighting they implode.
These fightings and wars
come from a disbelief in God
by pagans and rebellion against
God by those who claim to
know and believe in the Creator God revealed in the scriptures. They all fall into the
same melting pot in the final
analysis, those who say they
are believers and those who do
not.
“From whence cometh wars

and fightings among you?
Come they not from, even of
your lusts that war in your
members?’ (James 4:1)/. It was
when Israel rebelled against
God and his ways and began
to worship gods of their own
hands, and the gods of pagans
around them they began to get
in trouble.
They weakened from within and their enemies began to
overcome them.
It seems clear to me that the
same thing is happening in our
land.
We have revolted against
God. We have systematically
removed Him from every aspect of our society; from our
schools, government, homes,
workplace, and even some

churches.
Consequently, we go our
way as if God did not exist,
even though we face eight or
ten grave situations as a nation
which, I believe, could lead to
our destruction if not solved.
I also believe they cannot be
solved unless we repent and
turn to God. History has proven that.
Our nation is at war within.
There are violent protests, destruction, division in congress,
evil in the streets, killings,
rapes, theft, too much to list.
And yet, God says, “If we will
humble ourselves and pray,
turn from our wickedness,
seek his face, he will hear from
heaven and heal our land.” Will
we do it?

you want to come. We will be
glad to have you. We also have
that driving class (I mentioned
6 months ago) scheduled for
March the 20th. I’m sorry it
took so long.
Share a smile and see if it is
contagious……..
Coming menus:
Wednesday Feb. 22—Hamburger Steak, Gravy, Baked
Potato, Green Beans, Wheat
Bread, Pineapple and Skim
Milk
Thursday Feb. 23—Turkey Tetrazzini, Spinach Sal-

THE
HICKMAN
County
Board of Education is now
accepting applications for
substitutes in the following
areas: Teachers; Bus Drivers (CDL required); Cafeteria
Workers; Instructional Aides;
and Custodians. Applications
are available online at www.
ad, Mandarin Oranges, Ginger hickman.kyschools.us under
Snap Cookies, Wheat Bread
and Skim Milk
Friday
Feb.
24—Pinto
Beans, American Fried Potatoes, Cooked Cabbage, Cornbread Bread, Fruit Jell-O and
Skim Milk
Monday Feb. 27—Chicken
Salad on Lettuce Leaf, Tomato Slices, Three Bean Salad,
Chocolate Pudding, Wheat
Bread and Skim Milk
Tuesday Feb. 28—Beef Stew,
Coleslaw, Buttered Green Peas,
Roll, Ambrosia and Skim Milk

February is moving by pretty
fast. We’ve partied a little, got
Jammers coming Wednesday
this week.. Thursday, February
23 we will be having SOUP or
CHILI day again. Tickets will
be available for SOUP or CHILI
with pimento cheese sandwich
early in the week. Next month
plans are to have Potato Day to
return to menu for Fundraiser.
( Anyone have any comments
about supper time instead of
lunch. This is just an idea to
think on. ) I haven’t had any
calls of preference.

We would like to say a BIG
WELCOME to Mary Bass.
Mary has been volunteering
here at the center and has been
hired as Adm./Director. I will
be mentoring with her for a
short time. We would like for
you to come by and visit with
us and get to know Mary. I
think she will be a great asset
to the center.
March we will be having
some Diabetes Classes starting March 2 (930-1130). This
is open to the public so feel
free to call and let us know if

Heartfelt Connection
Every Sunday at 5:30 p.m.,
we gather for a fellowship meal
followed by music and a guest
speaker sharing their God Story.
Everyone is welcome to join us
at the old Bugg Bros. building
on Jefferson Street behind Jewell
North in Clinton.
Assistance for Veterans
Veterans and their families will
be provided counseling and assistance in filing claims for state
and federal benefits Feb. 21–23
and March 1-2, 10 a.m. – 2:30
p.m., in Mayfield, at the VA Clinic, 1253 Paris Rd. Veterans and
families will be seen by appointment, walk-ins will be scheduled an appointment. For more
information please contact Ron
McClure, Regional Field Representative, Kentucky Department
of Veterans Affairs (KDVA) at
(270) 247-2455 ext. 73905, or
email ronald.mcclure@ky.gov.

Second Monday:
• Library Board meets the second Monday at the library at 4
p.m.
• The Hickman Co. Arts Council will meet the fourth Monday
of each month at 4 p.m. at the
Young Center. The public is invited to attend. www.hickmancoarts.com.

Every Wednesday:
• 7 a.m. - Community Prayer
Service at First United Methodist
Church.
•The Hickman Co. Museum
is open every Wednesday from
1 - 4 p.m.
• Hickman Co. Memorial Library is open Tuesday through
Friday from 2 - 5 p.m. and Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
• Clinton City Council meets
first Monday of the month at 5
p.m. at Clinton City Hall.
• Columbus City Council
meets at 6 p.m., the first Monday
of the month at Columbus City
Commodities
The Mission House distributes Hall.
CSFP (Cheese) Commodities
• The Mission House is open
monthly to Hickman County residents who are 60 years or over, Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays
meet the income guidelines, and and first Saturday of the month.
are pre-registered. Pick up dates
are Thursday and Friday after the
• The Hickman Co. Historthird Tuesday of each month.
ical and Genealogical Society
Center is open Wednesday and
Saturdays from 1 - 4 p.m. For apEvery Monday:
• AA meets at 8 p.m. at First pointment, call LaDonna Latham
United Methodist Church in at 653-4190 or Norma Gene
Humphreys at 653-6208.
Clinton.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE in the Yates
Building. Utilities furnished.
Call 270-653-4236 or 270254-0548.

HELP WANTED

Employment Opportunities.
For questions, please call
the Hickman County Board of
Education office at 270-6532341. Applications will be
accepted until the positions
are filled. Hickman County
Schools System is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

SERVICES

RAY’S BACKHOE Service Septic systems installed certified installer also backhoe
work gravel & dirt hauling and
driveway work free estimates.
677-4641 or 254-0401.
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Enjoying the abundant life at any age

AREA
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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also noticed that most of them
keep busy and have certain activities they look forward to.
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the benefits of walking.
My wife and I walk around
the neighborhood in the evenings and I am amazed at how
good I feel once we get going.
Stretching the legs, relaxing
and getting a breath of fresh air
can do wonders for the body
and mind. Deuteronomy 34:7
reminds us, “Moses was 120

years old when he passed away.
His eyesight was not impaired and he was still vigorous
and robust.”
As we become more mature,
another great idea is to stay in
contact with family and friends.
It’s good to explore new adventures, to write letters, visit acquaintances, attend church and
different types of events and
make some lasting memories
with those we care about.
Maintaining a hobby is another excellent idea that can
help keep us mentally, physically and spiritually stimulated. Raising a small flower
or vegetable garden is a wonderful activity that not only
gives us some physical exercise
but watching something grow
can invigorate us with expectation and a sense of appreciation from day to day. I like
this quote from Betty Friedan,
“Aging is not lost youth, but a
new stage of opportunity and
strength.”
Dr. Holland lives in Central
Kentucky with his wife Cheryl,
where he is a Christian author,
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visit:
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Jewell leads Falcons
in unsuccessful
attempt at Cards
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

The Falcons and Lady Falcons
traveled to Livingston Central to
play the Cardinals and Lady Cardinals on Tues., Feb. 7.
The first game of the night
was between the Lady Falcons
and Lady Cardinals. The Lady
Falcons began to fall short in the
first quarter with a score of 4-16.
They continued to stay behind
the Lady Cardinals at halftime
with a score of 7-36. The Lady
Falcons continued to trail at the
end of the third quarter with a

Sports
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Lady Falcons net
win, 48-40, vs. Vikings
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

score of 13-54. The Lady Cardinals went on to win with a final
score of 20-61. The Lady Falcons
were led by Leigh Anne Jones.
The second game was between
the Falcons and Cardinals. The
Falcons started off ahead of the
Cardinals at the end of the first
quarter with a score of 11-8.
They then began to fall behind
at halftime with a score of 22-27.
They continued to trail at the end
of the third quarter with a score
of 32-39. The Cardinals won the
game with a final score of 46-55.
The Falcons were led by Dalton
Jewell with 19 points.

The Hickman County Lady
Falcons hosted the St. Mary
Lady Vikings Mon., Feb. 6.
The Lady Falcons put themselves ahead of the Lady Vikings
in the first quarter with a score
of 17-3.

They continued to lead at halftime with a score of 27-12.
The Lady Falcons were still
ahead at the end of the third
quarter with a score of 35-22.
The Lady Falcons went on to
win the game with a final score
of 48-40.
The Lady Falcons were led by
Chelsea Johnson with 15 points.

DEFENSE – Hickman County Lady Falcon Ally Samuel, #21, guards
Lady Warrior. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

OFFENSE – Lady Falcon, Kadey Grace Wilkey, #23, makes her way
around the court to score. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

LADY FALCONS – Hickman County Lady Falcon Kadey Grace
Wilkey, #23, begins to make her way to the basket. (Photo by Lauren
Pittman)

SHOOTING TWO – Hickman County Falcon Nathan Howell, #30,
shoots a two-point shot. Also pictured is Cameron Johnson, #24, and
Jory McCallister, #22. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

HCHS sweeps CCA
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

FALCONS – Hickman County Falcon Grant Davis, #22, moves the
ball around the court. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

The Hickman County Falcons
and Lady Falcons traveled to
CCA Saturday, February 11.
The first game of the night
was between the Junior Varsity
Falcons and the Junior Varsity
Warriors. The Falcons started off
with a lead at the end of the first
quarter with a score of 9-6. The
Falcons held the Warriors off
the entire second quarter with a
score of 12-6. The Falcons continued to lead at the end of the
third quarter with a score of 1210. The Falcons went on to win
the game with a finals score of
13-17. The Junior Varsity Falcons
were led by Ward Carter with
eight points.
The second game of the night
was between the Lady Falcons
and the Lady Warriors. The Lady

Falcons started off with a lead at
the end of the first quarter with
a score of 25-12. They continued
to lead at halftime with a score
of 37-16. They still continued to
stay ahead at the end of the third
quarter with a score of 48-28.
The Lady Falcons won the game
with a final score of 61-33. The
Lady Falcons were led by Leigh
Anne Jones with 25 points.
he third game of the night
was between the Falcons and the
Warriors. The Falcons put themselves ahead of the Warriors in
the first quarter with a score of
29-13. They continued to stay
ahead of the Warriors at halftime
with a score of 47-27. At the end
of the third quarter, the Falcons
were still leading with a score of
58-36. The Falcons went on to
win the game with a final score
of 75-48. The Falcons were led
by Dalton Jewell with 32 points.

