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Gazette’s
transition
to Current
includes
familiar,
new faces

Book Club
meets with
author via
use of Skype

Benita Fuzzell

Next week, on March 8, The Hickman County Gazette readers and advertisers will see
something new in
their mailboxes and
in the newsstands.
Those who now
subscribe to the
Gazette will receive the first edition of The Current, the merged
Meadows
publication of The
Hickman County Gazette, The Hickman Courier and The Fulton Leader.
All racks and
newsstands which
served as locations
to buy the weekly
Gazette, will now
offer The Current,
in its place, for $1.
For those who
would like to purchase a year’s subSmith
scription to The
Current, the price
will be the same as
a year’s subscription to The Gazette,
through March 10,
by calling or coming by the Hickman
County
Gazette
Office in Clinton.
Those who now
Pittman
have a subscription
to The Gazette will have the time left
on their subscription carried over to
receive The Current, for the remainder
of the term of their
subscription.
Also
through
March 10, news
and advertisements
may be brought to
the office of The
Gazette during regular business hours.
The phone number,
Estes
fax number and
email will remain the same through that
date for the Gazette.
The Clinton/Hickman County correspondent for The Current will be Rebecca Meadows, a native of Clinton and
a 1999 Hickman County High School

See TRANSITION, page 2

FULL BLOOM IN FEBRUARY – This tulip tree in front of the Hickman County Museum was in full bloom last week after
several days of temperatures in the 70s in February. The warmest day in February, so far, was Thursday, Feb. 23 when the
thermostat reached 73.7 degrees. The average temperature so far in February 2017 is 59.5. In 2016 the average temperature in February was degrees lower at 49.5 and the warmest day in February 2016 was February 2 when it reached 70.3
degrees. (Photo by Charlotte Smith)

StoryFest, ReadQuest among
HCES readers’ events planned
(Editor’s Note: The following was classrooms that also include fun, food
submitted by Richard Todd, Hickman and family, and ReadQuest, which is
County Elementary School Principal)
Friday, a day in which we basically do
little in school but read, take AcceleratThis week is I Love to Read Week ed Reader tests, and then read more.
at Hickman County Elementary.   The
Why do we focus so much on reading?
two main events of the week are Sto- The answer is simple; because instilling
ryFest Feb. 28, which is a grab-bag of a passion (or at least a like) for reading
varying types of stories in read aloud in amongst our children is one of the most
important things that we, as educators –
and that you, as parents – can do to help
your child.   Check out these statistics:
• Students who don’t read proficiently
by third grade are four times more likely to drop out of school.
• Nearly 85% of juveniles who face
trial in the court system are functionally illiterate, proof that there is a close relationship between illiteracy and crime.
More than 60% of all inmates in American prisons and jails are functionally
illiterate.
• High-school-only graduates earn
$17,500 less per year than those with
four-year college degrees. The primary impediment to obtaining a college
degree, cited by prospective college students, is not financial reasons; rather, it
is a feeling that they’re not ready for college work, mostly the reading involved.
• 44% of American adults do not read
a single book in a year.
• Six out of 10 households do not buy
a single book in a year.   (please click
this link -http://teacher.scholastic.com/
products/face/pdf/research-compendium/access-to-books.pdf - for more information.
What can you do? Please encourage
DEFENSE – Hickman County Lady
your child to improve their reading here
Falcon, Kadey Grace Wilkey, #23,
at school. More importantly, encourage
plans to steal the ball during the Lady
your child to read at home. Buy your
Falcons First District game against
child books (libraries and used bookthe Carlisle County Lady Comets
stores are a great source). Get a magFeb. 20. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)
azine subscription for your child on a

DISTRICT CHAMPIONS – The Hickman County Falcons defeated the Fulton County Pilots Feb. 23 to win the 2017 Kentucky First District Tournament championship. Pictured are, back row, left to right, Nathan Howell, JD McClanahan, Dalton
Jewell, Ethan Massey, Parker Estes, Ward Carter, Carl Shields, Demarcus Mason, Logan Pittman; front row, left to right,
Grant Davis, Jackson Midyett, Nick Coffey, and Austin Rittenberry. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

We want to hear from you!
If you have a question, comment, or complaint about
something you saw in The Hickman County Gazette,
or a suggestion, we’d love to hear from you!

270.653.3381 

gazette3322@bellsouth.net

topic in which they show interest (for example, my son loved cars when he was
younger, so I purchased Car and Driver
and Motortrend magazines). Ask your
child to read aloud articles from The
Hickman County Times or the Hickman

See HCES, page 2

Comprised of avid readers, members of the Hickman County High
School Book Club recently had the
opportunity to meet Courtney C. Stevens, a successful young adult author.
However, they didn’t have to travel
hours away to do it.
Instead, they participated in a virtual meeting via Skype, which gave students the chance to pose questions to
Stevens live over the internet.
Stevens, a Ballard County native
who now lives in Nashville, wrote
the book Faking Normal, which won
the Kentucky Bluegrass Award last
year when it garnered the most votes
from student readers across the entire state.  
It tells the story of how teens Alexi
Littrell and Bodee Lennox come to
rely on each other for the strength to
overcome two very personal tragedies.  
As the 2016 statewide winner, Stevens’ book was the first title read this
year by the newly formed book club,
and scheduling a meeting with Stevens was one goal set for the year.
“It was just so cool to be able to talk
to her,” stated junior Montana Lyman
who, as an aspiring writer herself, was
one of several students who were excited to ask questions during the discussion.

Hickman County High School Book Club participants recently met with a young
author, via Skype. (Photo submitted)

Park Day participants
needed to maintain,
restore historic sites

This spring, Kentucky volunteers will
team up with the Civil War Trust to aid
in the maintenance and restoration of
numerous sites as part of Park Day, a nationwide effort that includes more than
130 historic sites in 30 states. Thousands of volunteers across the country
will participate as Park Day celebrates
over 20 successful years on Sat., April 1.
Volunteers interested in participating
in Park Day are encouraged to contact
the individual sites listed below. Activities are chiefly outdoor jobs that range
from raking leaves and collecting trash
to painting signs and gardening. Volunteers will receive T-shirts, and some
sites will provide lunch or refreshments.
A local historian may also be on hand to
detail the park’s significance.
Starting times vary at each site. Kentucky volunteers may sign up at the following locations:
Battle for the Bridge Historic Preserve, Munfordville, 9 a.m. Contact: Tres Seymour at director@bat-

tleforthebridge.org. Volunteers will
complete tasks in the historic Anthony
Woodson House, on the grounds around
the house, and along the trails. Activities include trail maintenance, building
and repairing fences, trash removal,
landscaping and clearing brush. Drinks
will be provided.
Battle of Richmond, Richmond, 10
a.m. Contact: Phillip Seyfrit at phillip.
seyfrit@madisoncountyky.us. Volunteers will assist with both indoor and
outdoor cleaning, including landscaping, trail maintenance and trash removal. Drinks will be provided. (Note: This
Park Day site is holding its event on Sat.,
April 15.)
Behringer-Crawford Museum, Covington, 1 p.m. Contact: Regina Siegrist
at rsiegrist@mecom. Activities include
a hike to Battery Bates and Combs in
Devou Park. Water will be provided.
Camp Wildcat Civil War Battle-
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AREA OBITUARIES
Ronald Boaz
Ronald Lynn Boaz, 60 of
Clinton, Ky. died Friday, Feb.
24, 2017 at his residence.
He was a member of Mt. Moriah Baptist Church and retired
from General Tire.
He is survived by his wife,
Patricia Hutchison Boaz; two
sons, Chad (Alisha) Boaz and
Chris Boaz, both of Clinton;
one daughter, Tiffany (Chad)
Yarbrough of Bardwell, Ky.;
three brothers, Jim Boaz of
Fulton, Ky. and Sam Boaz and
John Boaz, both of Clinton,
one sister, Carol Boaz King
of West Palm Beach, Fla.; and

Civil War

field, London, 9 a.m. Contact:
James Cass at maxineandjim@
windstream.net. Volunteers will
pick up trash along roads and
trails, work on the fence around
the main parking lot, and clean
restrooms. A historical speaker will give a short lecture on
the Battle of Wildcat Mountain.
Light food and drinks will be
provided.
Columbus-Belmont
State
Park, Columbus, 9 a.m. Contact: Michael Lynch at cindy.
lynch@ky.gov. Volunteers will
plant flowers, work on trails
and fences, clear limbs and pick
up trash. Lunch will be provided. (Note: This Park Day site is
holding its event on Sat., April
29.)
Fort Boone Civil War Battle
Site, Frankfort, 9 a.m. Contact:

Transition

graduate. She is the daughter of
Pam Calvert of Clinton, and is
the mother of one son, who is a
student at Hickman County Elementary School.
Meadows will cover city and
county meetings in Clinton, as
well as school related activities
and community events, to be in-

HCES

County Gazette, or other newspapers. Read stories or chapters
to one another. Get two copies
of a book and read them simultaneously, answering and asking
questions of one another. Ask
your child what it would take
to get him or her to read more.  
Then, do whatever it takes to get
your child to read more.
Our ongoing recognition of
exceptional attendance continues
this year at HCES. Already this
year, we’ve received a donation
of a bicycle from HCHS Project Graduation, two anonymous
$100 donations, and a pair of $25
Wal Mart gift cards from Baptist
Hospital in Union City, Tennessee, all of which will be used
to reward students who are here
daily. We will gladly accept
contributions; please contact me
if you are willing to donate.
Reminder: If
you
send
in transportation
changes for
your child via a note, please include the first and last name of
the person to which you are sending your child, an address, and
a contact number for that person.   If you have transportation
changes, please provide that information to Kelly Green, HCES
secretary.  Call-ins should be an
emergency only, and those calls
should be made before 1 p.m.
Here are some dates for mark
on your calendars:
Spirit Days are March 3,
ReadQuest Day – wear pajamas,
sweats and other comfortable
clothing; March 10, March Madness – represent your favorite
college team; and March 17, St.
Patrick’s Day – wear green.
Dates to know are Feb. 28,
StoryFest; and March 17, Falcon
Flex Day, grades 4-8.

four grandchildren, Carly Boaz
and Kady Boaz of Clinton and
Austin Yarbrough and Ethan
Yarbrough of Bardwell.
He was preceded in death by
his parents, Carnell and Flossie
Owens Boaz; and one brother.
Funeral services will be held
Tuesday, Feb. 28, at 11 a.m. at
Brown Funeral Home with Rev.
Keith Howell officiating.
Burial will follow in the Mt.
Moriah Cemetery.
Donations: Hickman Co.
Ambulance Service, P.O. Box
83, Clinton, KY 42031, American Heart Association, 240
Whittington Parkway, Louisville, KY 40222, or St. Jude

Chuck Bogart at cmabogart@
aol.com. Volunteers will assist
with historic programs, clearing brush, trail maintenance and
trash removal. Drinks will be
provided.
Fort Duffield Park and Historic Site, West Point, 10 a.m.
Contact: Connie Morris at fortduffield@twc.com.
Activities
include clearing brush, minor
trail maintenance, trash pickup,
landscaping and tidying outdoor
areas. Lunch will be provided.
Hart County Historical Society Battle for the Bridge Civil
War Preserve, Munfordville, 9
a.m. Contact: Macy Mcdowell
at hartmuseum@scrtc.com. Volunteers will help with weeding
around walkways, tidying inside
Woodson House and Summer
Kitchen and painting at Summer

cluded in each week’s Wednesday edition of The Current.
Cherry Pyron, who has been
associated with The Hickman
County Gazette, The Hickman
Courier and The Fulton Leader
for many years, will continue to
assist with community coverage
in the Clinton area, for The Cur-

Children’s Hospital, 501 St. ter, Sherri Cunningham of FulJude Place, Memphis, TN ton, Ky.; three grandchildren,
38105. R.D.
Timothy Crisp of Tulsa, Okla.,
Anna Crisp and Jordan Prince,
Margaret Cunningham
both of Union City, Tenn.; and
two great-grandchildren.
Margaret Ann Markle CunShe was preceded in death by
ningham, 80, of Clinton, Ky. her husband, Bill Cunningham;
died Friday, Feb. 24, 2017 at parents, Lois Edward and Grace
Baptist Health in Paducah.
Virginia Crowell Markle; and
She was a member of Mt. one son, Stanley Orrell.
Moriah Baptist Church and
Private family graveside sera retired nurses aide at Clin- vice will be held.
ton-Hickman Co. ICF.
Donations: Mt. Moriah CemShe is survived by two sons, etery, c/o J.W. Moran, 256 EvThomas William Orrell of San ans Lane, Clinton, KY 42031.
Francisco, Calif. and Michael
R.D. Brown Funeral Home,
Wayne (Andrea) Prince of in Clinton, is in charge of arUnion City, Tenn.; one daugh- rangements.

Kitchen. There will be self-guided tours of the battlefield trails
and fort, and light food and
drinks will be provided.
James A. Ramage Civil War
Museum, Fort Wright, 9 a.m.
Contact: Jeannine Kreinbrink
at kreinbrinkjmo@gmail.com.
Volunteers will work on landscaping, trail maintenance,
planting, picking up sticks and
interior cleanup. Light food and
drinks will be provided for volunteers.
Middle Creek National Battlefield, Prestonsburg, 10 a.m.
Contact: Frank Fitzpatrick at fdfitz@gmail.com. Clean up the
battlefield and grounds by landscaping, maintaining trails, repairing fences, removing trash
and clearing brush. Lunch will
be provided.

rent.
Charlotte Smith, immediate
past Editor of The Hickman
Courier, and former Editor at
The Gazette, will offer stories
and photos for special features
for The Current, and will include
the Hickman County area in her
coverage.
Two HIckman County High
School students will continue
continued from page 1
to provide sports coverage for
Parents, thanks for all you do.   Hickman County Middle School
Take some time to read with your and Hickman County High
child this weekend.   You will School Falcons and Lady Falnever regret doing it.
cons, Lauren Pittman and Baylee

continued from page 1

Perryville Battlefield State
Historic Site, Perryville, 8 a.m.
Contact: Joni House at joan.
house@ky.gov. Volunteers will
clear brush, clean up trails and
remove trash, followed by lunch
and a free museum visit.
The Civil War Trust is the
premier nonprofit organization devoted to the preservation
of America’s hallowed battlegrounds. Although primarily
focused on the protection of
Civil War battlefields, through
its Campaign 1776 initiative, the
Trust also seeks to save the battlefields connected to the Revolutionary War and War of 1812.
To date, the Trust has preserved
nearly 45,000 acres of battlefield
land in 23 states, including 2,476
acres in Kentucky. Learn more
at Civilwar.org.
continued from page 1

Estes.
Pittman, a sophomore at
HCHS, is the daughter of T.A.
McDaniel and Devin Pittman.
She will cover HCHS Lady Falcons’ softball and Cross Country
this Spring.
Estes, the daughter of Kevin
and Dana Estes, is a senior at
Hickman County High School
and will cover Falcons’ baseball
this season.
For more information, or with
questions, call the office of the
Hickman County Gazette at
270-652-3381.

LESSON IN FINANCE – Bruce Kimbell, of First Community Bank,
recently presented a lesson on personal finance, banking and other economic principles to sixth grade students in Jeff Boaz’s social
studies class at Hickman County Elementary School. Assisting Mr.
Kimbell with the presentation was Ethan Cunningham and Daniel
Kimbell. (Photo submitted)
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Editorial/news

The older we get, the
faster time flies, to where?
Dr. James L. Snyder

I remember my grandfather
telling me that the older you get
the faster time flies. Laughing at
him at the time I thought it was
another of his little stories he
loved telling.
Just the other day I caught myself telling one of my grandchildren, “The older you get the faster time flies.” Then it occurred to
me. I am my grandfather. I am not
sure how I got here, but here I am.
I was complaining about this
the other day to the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage. Normally,
I try not to do any complaining in
her presence. She has the ability
of turning my complaint upside

Mayfield Shopping Plaza

1102 Paris Road, Mayfield, KY
Like us on Facebook •• princessofmayfield.com
Now the lowest priced theatre in Western KY in
both ticket prices and concessions. Come see
how much money you can save at The Princess
Check out our new pricing on our website
www.princessofmayﬁeld.com
24 HOUR SHOW INFO ~ 270-251-3583

Matinees Everyday!!
Fri., Mar. 3 thru Thurs., Mar. 9

FIFTY SHADES DARKER

R

LOGAN

R

Fri. 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; Sat., 1:15, 4:00,
7:00, 9:45; Sun. 1:15, 4:00, 7:00; Mon.
thru Thurs. 4:30, 7:15
Fri. 4:30, 7:30; Sat., 1:00, 4:00, 7:00,
10:00; Sun. 1:00, 4:00, 7:00; Mon. thru
Thurs. 4:30, 7:30

down and confusing me to the
extent that I have no idea what
I am complaining about. In my
complaint I said, “Where does
time go?” “Where,” my wife said
rather sarcastically, “do you want
time to go?”
I had to stop and think about
that one. In my confused state
of mind my wife said, “Would
you do me a favor and go to the
grocery store and pick up some
items? I just don’t have enough
time to do it myself.”
As I was headed out the door, I
heard her say, “And hurry, I need
that stuff for this evening.”
In Pennsylvania we have an old
saying that says, “The hurrier I go
the behinder I get.” Believe me,
much of my life has been in the
behinder category.
I looked at the list and there
were about 12 items she wanted
me to get at the grocery store.
Starting up the first aisle, I
grabbed for the shopping list to
see what my first item would be.
I checked my shirt pocket, no
shopping list. I searched all of my
pockets and much to my chagrin,
no shopping list.
I thought I could do everything from memory. After all, I
do not use my memory that often
so I should be in good standing.
I threw about six items in the
shopping cart and then looked
at my watch. I was running out
of time. Time goes so quickly
when you are trying to remem-

ber something, especially your
wife’s shopping list. Knowing
there were around 12 items on
the shopping list I sank into panic
mode. What were those other six
items? For the life of me, I could
not remember. I tried to put in
things I thought were on the list,
but it was getting late. Time was
running out.
When I brought all the items
from the grocery store and put
them on the kitchen table, my
wife looked them over and informed me that I only got two
items on her list. “Why didn’t you
get the rest of the items?” All I
could say was, “I’m sorry, time
got away from me.” Believe me
when I say, that will be the last
time I use that excuse.
I could not help but think of
a verse of Scripture. “To every
thing there is a season, and a time
to every purpose under the heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).
Everybody has the same
amount of time; it’s how you use
that time that really makes the
difference. Time, as I have discovered, is no excuse for not getting something done.
Dr. James L. Snyder is pastor
of the Family of God Fellowship, 1471 Pine Road, Ocala, FL
34472. He lives with his wife in
Silver Springs Shores. Call him
at 352-687-4240 or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net. The church web
site is www.whatafellowship.
com.

After three weeks in The Valley, Frank Bell thought he had
heard just about everything. My
hometown was a lot to take in,
even for someone like me who
was born and raised there. Just
imagine moving from a big city
like Terre Haute, Indiana, to
our small town.
In the beginning, Frank got
most of his information from
my group of friends, as we found
our way to his barber shop just
about every day after school.
His only real adult friend so far
was Rev. Sarah Hyden-Smith,
who dropped by to invite Frank
to visit the Methodist church.
That invitation led to a “scandalous rendezvous,” according
to Maxine Miller’s “Rumor
Has It” column, over lunch at
the Hoffbrau.
Things were starting to pick
up after three weeks in business. Several of The Valley’s
good folks had dropped by for
cuts and, as is often the case, to
discuss the news of the day.
Though Raymond Cooper
hadn’t been to the shop yet,
Frank was already familiar
with his antics. Stories of Raymond’s near victory in the recent mayoral election, his miraculous conversion during the
8:30 morning service at the
Lutheran church, and the pig
stampede at the county fair
made Cooper seem larger than
life to our town’s newest citizen.
On Thursday, Constable Erby
Bailey laughed out loud as he

told a series of Raymond Cooper stories.
“You know,” Bailey whispered, as if sharing a secret,
“this is confidential information.”
“Of course,” Frank answered,
trying to look as solemn as possible while attempting to hold
in his laughter.
Constables, I later learned,
are elected officials who operate as officers at no cost to
the county. They do, however,
get a kickback from the state
for writing citations, making
arrests and serving court summons. The state-based fee for
each service at that time was $1
per citation, $10 per arrest and
$5 for each summons.
“I’ve never cited anyone for
not wearing their seat belt,”
he said, obviously interested
in more serious offenses. “And
you can ask anybody, I rarely
give a speeding ticket unless
the driver is going 10 miles
over the limit.”
“But it was like this,” the
good constable continued, “I
was on Highway 11 a couple of
weeks ago and noticed this car
driving a good 15 miles over
the limit. I didn’t notice at first,
because it was dark, it was Raymond Cooper in the driver’s
seat.”
“Did you give him a ticket?”
Frank asked, trying to act as if
he was really interested in the
story.
“I’m getting to that part,”
Bailey answered, obviously en-

amored with his own story. He
continued, “I said, ‘Raymond,
where are you going in such a
hurry?’”
That’s when the constable
explained how he noticed Raymond seemed a bit fidgety and
upset at the same time. Erby
saw someone in the passenger’s
seat. He couldn’t make out who
it was in the dark, and he wasn’t
about to use his flashlight. Raymond was already irritated
enough.
“Raymond told me he had
been in Springfield to cover a
big story for his newspaper,”
Bailey continued. “He said he
needed to get back to the paper
to write the story in time for
the next issue, so I apologized
for the delay and told him to be
careful, since he was so tired.”
“That was nice of you,”
Frank responded to the confidential information.
Then Erby held his left hand
in the air, as if telling Frank
to stop what he was doing for
a moment. “The funny thing
is,” Bailey spoke carefully,
“there weren’t any stories about
Springfield in his next paper.”
“That is peculiar,” Frank answered.
Just then the bell above the
door jingled, putting a stop to
any talk of Raymond Cooper.
“Well, hello, Pastor!” Erby
shouted as Brother Billy Joe
Prather entered the shop.
After a quick introduction,
Billy Joe got right to the point.
“I wanted to welcome you to
The Valley,” he said gleefully
to Frank. “I assume you’ll make
a visit to First Baptist Church.
It’s The Valley’s largest congregation, you know.”
The pastor continued, “And
I’m sure you’ll want to attend
our annual men’s breakfast and
turkey shoot next month.”
“A turkey shoot?” asked
Frank.
“Yes, the biggest in the county,” Billy Joe answered proudly.
“I guess I haven’t heard
everything after all,” Frank
thought to himself.
Watch for Lennox Valley:
The Book in April, 2017. Learn
more about the good folks at
LennoxValley.com.

Dear Dave,
After listening to your show,
I want to try to get control of my
finances, but I’m afraid to open
up the bills. I
make about
$60,000
a
year, but it’s
a real struggle just to
keep
my
head above
water financially.
My
checking
account
is
always overdrawn, and I don’t know where
to start in catching up. Can you
help?
Gail

Trust me, I know it can be
scary. But the easiest way to
attack this thing is by taking
one slow, sure step at a time.
Try not to let worry consume
you in the process, either.
First, sit down, take a deep
breath, and open all the unopened bills. Throw away any
duplicates, and keep only the
most recent statements and
notices. The unknown is always scarier than the known,
so facing the bills and cutting that stack in half right
off the bat will help reduce
a lot of your initial anxiety.
Next, let’s start a debt snowball.
List all the debts you owe, from
smallest to largest, making one
column for the payoff balance,
one column for the amount
you need to get current on that

debt, and one column for the
single payment amount when
you get current. Total each column — the payoff balance, the
amount to get current, and the
single payment. I promise it
won’t be as bad as you think.
Finally, make a monthly budget. Prioritize your needs, starting with food, utilities, house
payments and transportation.
When it comes to your debts,
pay as much as you can on
the smallest one while making
minimum payments on all the
others.
You can do this, Gail. If
you’ll follow my plan, I think
you’ll see improvement in several areas of your life and you’ll
feel good about the progress
you’re making, too!
—Dave

what’s out there for her.
In the insurance world they
call this “making a market.”
Will they be able to find a company that will write her in that
situation? I can’t give you an
accurate answer off the top of
my head, because this is a difficult thing. It would probably
depend on things like the extent
of her depression, how long it’s
been manifested, and what it
has done in her life.
That’s one of the reasons I’m
advising you to see an insurance

broker. A broker doesn’t represent just one company; they
represent several companies.
They can shop around in a given situation, and find someone
to write something you might
not get written otherwise. They
can also shop around for the
best possible price, and you get
the efficiencies of the marketplace working for you.
God bless you both, Julie.
—Dave

Getting the Facts

The Valley’s constable gives Frank Bell
the inside scoop

Dear Gail,

Fighting fear

Use an insurance broker

Dear Dave,
My mom is 73 years old, and
she’s dealing with depression
and a few other mental issues.
Is it too late for her to get longterm care insurance?
Julie
Dear Julie,
It wouldn’t be a big problem
if she were healthy. But given
her age, and the other struggles
you mentioned, I’d check with
a good insurance broker to see

* Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey Solutions. He has authored seven best-selling books, including The Total Money Makeover. The Dave Ramsey Show is heard by more than 12 million listeners
each week on 575 radio stations and multiple digital platforms. Follow Dave on the web at daveramsey.com and on Twitter at @DaveRamsey.

TRUST. I am holding in my
hand a coin and a crinkly piece
of green paper. They both have
written upon them, “In God we
trust.” Of course, I am talking
about money, money printed
in America. But, how many
A m e r ic a n s
do
what
their money say, trust
God? Only a
few.
How do I
know that?
The
bible
tells me so.
Straight is
the
gate,
and narrow
is the way

which leads to life, and few
there be that find it” (Matt.
7:14). Few! One must trust
Christ to find that way. That
way is Emmanuel. God with
us.
Money may be a bad thing or
a good thing. It will buy a loaf
of bread or a bottle of whiskey to set on the table. It will
burn the pocket or purse of a
gambler, or build a home for a
family. It can be used to spread
the gospel or the lies of Satan.
Money is not a bad thing or a
good thing in itself. It depends
on its usage.
Some have not gotten rightly what is written upon their
money. They trust in their
money instead of God. They

do not understand they cannot
love their money and love God
also. “The love of money is the
root (cause) of all evil, which
while coveted after, they have
erred from the faith (trust in
God), and pierced them selves
through with many sorrows” (I
Tim. 6:10).
Before we write that check
or pull out our purse or pocketbook we should often consider what is written on that
money and ask ourselves, “Am
I spending this money for a
good thing or a bad thing; is
this purchase for good or evil,
and do I really trust God with
all my heart and soul?”
That is what is written upon
the money hold in your hand.
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What’s in a name? Lots if you’re being branded with it
Perhaps you heard about the city slicker
who bought a cattle ranch out West. Friends
who came for a visit asked the name of his
spread.
“I wanted to call it the Bar-J,” the city
slicker said. “My wife favored the Suzy-Q.
My daughter liked the Flying-W and my son
preferred Lazy-Y. So, we’re calling it the
Bar-J-Suzy-Q-Flying-W-Lazy-Y Ranch.”
“But,” the visitor asked, “where are all
your cattle?”
“Well, none have survived the branding,”
he said.
Being branded with a name like that would
be tough on a cow, no doubt. The Bible makes
clear that we all ought to be concerned about
having good names.
“A good name is to be chosen over great
wealth; favor is better than silver and gold”
(Proverbs 22:1).
There’s a story from long ago about two
brothers who were caught stealing sheep.
Their punishment was to have the letters
“ST,” short for Sheep Thief, branded into
their foreheads.
One brother was so embarrassed and humiliated that he left for parts unknown.
The other decided he’d stay in his community and try to win back her neighbors’ trust.
He did all kinds of good deeds. When someone needed a helping hand, he was the first to

step forward. He became widely known for
the kindness he showed to others, and, many
years later, a visitor to the community asked a
local resident what the “ST” on his forehead
stood for.
“I’m not sure,” the resident said, “but I
think it must stand for saint.”
I’m pleased to know that, in rural America where we live, our neighbors are familiar
with the idea of forgiveness and redemption.
We can make poor choices that bring reproach
to our names. But like the young man branded
with the “ST,” we can restore our names by
living differently.
That’s why I so appreciate the promises of
Scripture that we do not have to continue as
the men or women we once were. Forgiveness is ours for the asking. Christ is able to
make us brand new.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation. The old has passed away” (2
Corinthians 5:17).
If the poor choices you’ve made in the past
have you branded with a name that’s as hard
to bear at the Bar-J-Suzy-Q-Flying-W-Lazy-Y Ranch, just remember there’s hope for
change through Jesus, “the name that is above
every name.”
Roger Alford offers words of encouragement to residents of America’s heartland.
Reach him at rogeralford1@gmail.com.
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For Your Information

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS

Birthday Celebration
Stop by the ICF and party
with us to celebrate Mabel Piper’s 100th Birthday Saturday,
March 11 from 2 to 4 p.m. in
the downstairs dining room. No
gifts please.

Tornado Safety Drill
As per the National Weather
Service and Kentucky Emergency Management, the statewide
tornado safety drill scheduled
for tomorrow at 9:07 a.m. has
been postponed until Friday,
March 3 at 9:07 a.m. The counwords, “Career in Law Enforce- ty’s emergency sirens will be
ment.”
tested at that time as well.
Applicants must pass a written
test, physical fitness test, swimHeartfelt Connection
ming test, oral interview, psychoEvery Sunday at 5:30 p.m.,
logical and drug screen, polygraph, we gather for a fellowship meal
background review and medical followed by music and a guest
evaluation to be considered for se- speaker sharing their God Story.
lection.
Everyone is welcome to join us
Available counties will be de- at the old Bugg Bros. building
termined at a later date with the on Jefferson Street behind Jewfollowing possibilities: Boone, ell North in Clinton.
Boyle, Breckinridge, Calloway,
Carroll, Christian, Clinton, CumAssistance for Veterans
berland, Edmondson, Elliott, Estill,
Veterans and their families
Fayette, Gallatin, Garrard, Graves, will be provided counseling and
Harlan, Harrison, Henry, Jeffer- assistance in filing claims for
son, Jessamine, Lawrence, Logan, state and federal benefits March
Lyon, Madison, Marshall, Martin, 1-2, 10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., in
McCracken, Metcalfe, Robertson, Mayfield, at the VA Clinic, 1253
Rowan, Spencer, Todd, Trigg, Paris Rd. Veterans and families
Trimble and Wayne. Applicants will be seen by appointment,
will be notified via email regarding walk-ins will be scheduled an
the written test scheduling.
appointment. For more infor-

The Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife plans to fill 25 positions statewide soon. (Photo submitted)

Conservation officer
recruits needed

Applications are now being accepted for conservation officer recruits at the Kentucky Department
of Fish and Wildlife Resources.
The deadline is March 6. The department plans to fill 25 positions
statewide.
Applicants must be 21 years of
age, possess a valid driver’s license
and meet educational requirements
or have experience in related fields.
The first step is to submit an application online at careers.ky.gov.
Applicants should apply to Auto
Req ID number 52700BR. Please
note: All applicants are required
to fully complete the online application in the Career Opportunities
System (COS). Applicants must
meet the position requirements,
which can be found on the Kentucky Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources’ website at
fw.ky.gov. Search under the key-

mation please contact Ron McClure, Regional Field Representative, Kentucky Department
of Veterans Affairs (KDVA) at
(270) 247-2455 ext. 73905, or
email ronald.mcclure@ky.gov.

Commodities
The Mission House distributes CSFP (Cheese) Commodities monthly to Hickman County residents who are 60 years or
over, meet the income guidelines, and are pre-registered.
Pick up dates are Thursday and
Friday after the third Tuesday of
each month.
Every Monday:
• AA meets at 8 p.m. at First
United Methodist Church in
Clinton.
Second Monday:
• Library Board meets the second Monday at the library at 4
p.m.
• The Hickman Co. Arts
Council will meet the fourth
Monday of each month at 4 p.m.
at the Young Center. The public
is invited to attend. www.hickmancoarts.com.
Every Wednesday:
• 7 a.m. - Community Prayer
Service at First United Methodist Church.
•The Hickman Co. Museum
is open every Wednesday from

Ask Rusty - Social Security’s Earnings Test
Dear Rusty,
I’m 62 and still working but
would like to get Social Security because we could sure use
the extra money. I’ve heard that
if I keep working that my Social
Security benefit will be less, so
now I don’t know if I should go
ahead with my Social Security or
just wait. I sure don’t want to lose
money on my Social Security for
the rest of my life.
Signed, Perplexed
Dear Perplexed,
Social Security rules for when
you continue to work after your
benefits start can be confusing. Social Security calls this the
“Annual Earnings Test”. The basic rule is that you can continue
to work after you start collecting
Social Security but, depending on
how much you earn, they will reduce your benefit payments if you
haven’t yet reached your “full retirement age”. But here’s a key
point: You don’t actually lose
the amount they will take away,
because when you reach your full
retirement age (in your case, 66)
your Social Security benefit will
be increased to account for what
they withheld.

Here’s how it works: If you’re
working and collecting Social Security while you’re age 62 through
65, your benefit will be reduced
by $1 for every $2 you earn over
$16,920. In other words, they’ll
take back half of anything you
earn over $16,920. In the year
that you become age 66, you can
earn up to $44,880, after which
they will reduce your benefit by
$1 for every $3 you earn over
$44,880 (one third). Note that
these earnings limits are for 2017;
they change annually. Once you
reach your full retirement age of
66, you can earn as much as you
want and there will be no benefit
reduction.
The way that Social Security
gets back what you owe them is
by withholding your benefit payments the following year, for as
many months as needed for them
to recover what you owe from
over-earning the previous year.
That means that you won’t receive
any Social Security payments for
one or more months the following year until they recover what’s
due. Losing those payments can
hurt, but don’t fret too much because when you finally reach your
full retirement age your benefit

amount will be recalculated eliminating those months when your
benefit was withheld because you
exceeded the earnings limit. You
don’t actually get back the dollars
that were withheld due to your
over-earning, but rather a formula
is used to recalculate your benefit
when you reach your full retirement age. And here’s how that
works: If you start collecting benefits at age 62, your benefit will be
reduced to about 75% of what it
would be if you waited until your
full retirement age of 66. But because you didn’t actually collect
benefits in some months you were
paying back what you owed due
to over-earning, when you reach
your full retirement age they will
give you time credit for those
months as though you didn’t begin collecting at age 62, but rather
an age later than that - 62 plus the
number of months they withheld
your benefits due to over-earning. So, if you need the money
and want to start collecting at 62
but also want to continue working, you can do that. Just be
aware that when you exceed those
earnings limits, they will withhold your benefits the following
year(s) until they get back what’s

due them. But, when you reach
your full retirement age, your
benefit amount will be increased
so that that you may eventually
get back the money they withheld. And, that benefit increase at
full retirement age will last for the
rest of your life.   
The information presented in
this article is intended for general information purposes only.
The opinions and interpretations
expressed in this article are the
viewpoints of the AMAC Foundation’s Social Security Advisory
staff, trained and accredited under the National Social Security
Advisors program of the National
Social Security Association, LLC
(NSSA). NSSA, the AMAC Foundation, and the Foundation’s
Social Security Advisors are not
affiliated with or endorsed by the
United States Government, the
Social Security Administration,
or any other state government.
Furthermore, the AMAC Foundation and its staff do not provide
legal or accounting services. The
Foundation welcomes questions
from readers regarding Social Security issues. To submit a request,
contact the Foundation at info@
amacfoundation.com.

Sell It
With
The
Find A Job • Sell A Car • Rent A House

Your low cost classified ad in
The Hickman County Gazette,
The Hickman Courier, The
Carlisle Weekly, or The Fulton
Leader will help you turn
unwanted items into cash. Only
$6 for 20 words - 10¢ each
additional word for one paper or
$8.50 for 20 words - 20¢ each
additional word for 2 papers!

I Want My Ad To Read:

$5.00/$8.50
$5.10/$8.70

$5.20/$8.90

$5.30/$9.10

$5.40/$9.30

$5.50/$9.50

$5.60/$9.70

$5.70/$9.90

$5.80/$10.10

$5.90/$10.30

$6.00/$10.50

Please be sure to include your name and phone number as well as a check or credit card information for payment.

Remit to: The HIckman County Gazette, P.O. Box 200• Clinton, KY 42031

1 - 4 p.m.
• Hickman Co. Memorial Library is open Tuesday through
Friday from 2 - 5 p.m. and Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
• Clinton City Council meets
first Monday of the month at 5
p.m. at Clinton City Hall.
• Columbus City Council
meets at 6 p.m., the first Monday of the month at Columbus
City Hall.

• The Mission House is open
Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays
and first Saturday of the month.
• The Hickman Co. Historical and Genealogical Society Center is open Wednesday
and Saturdays from 1 - 4 p.m.
For appointment, call LaDonna
Latham at 653-4190 or Norma
Gene Humphreys at 653-6208.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT

positions are filled. Hickman
County Schools System is an
OFFICE SPACE in the Yates
Equal Opportunity Employer.
Building. Utilities furnished.
Call 270-653-4236 or 270SERVICES
254-0548.
LAWN
MAINTENANCE
HELP WANTED
– Need your lawn mowedTHE HICKMAN County Board VERY REASONABLE PRICof Education is now accepting ES! FREE ESTIMATES. Lawn
applications for substitutes in mowing, weed eating, shrub
the following areas: Teachers; trimming and some landscapBus Drivers (CDL required); ing. Anywhere in Hickman,
Cafeteria Workers; Instruc- Carlisle or Fulton Co. area.
tional Aides; and Custodians.
Call David Dixon at 270-254Applications are available
1384.
online at www.hickman.kyschools.us under Employ- RAY’S BACKHOE Service ment Opportunities. For ques- Septic systems installed certions, please call the Hickman tified installer also backhoe
County Board of Education of- work gravel & dirt hauling and
fice at 270-653-2341. Applica- driveway work free estimates.
tions will be accepted until the 677-4641 or 254-0401.

FISH DAY
Now is the time for stocking!

Tues., March 7, 8 a.m. - 9 a.m.
Agri-Chem, Inc. in Clinton, KY

• Channel Catfish • Largemouth Bass • Redear • Bluegill (Regular & Hybrid)
• Minnows • Black Crappie (if available) • Grass Carp • Koi (if available)

ARKANSAS PONDSTOCKERS, INC.

TO PLACE AN ORDER CALL 1-870-578-9773
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Archery
season
ends with
successes

The Hickman County archery
Team wrapped up its season Saturday, Feb. 25 at the Marshall
County Bullseye Blowout.
In the high school girls division Hannah Carroll finished the
season with a personal best score
of 264/300 and 19th place.  
For the elementary girls division, Callie Douglas placed
fifth with a score of 256, Kassey
Douglas placed 15th with a score
of 224, and Cora Clark placed
Pictured are members of the All-District Girls’ Team. (Photo by Susannah Whitesell)
16th with a score of 223.
Dallas Williford placed fourth
in 4th grade girls division with a
score of 214.
For the elementary boys,
James Clark placed second in the
4th grade division and seventh in
the elementary boys division
Lauren Pittman
County on Monday, Feb. 20, to
The Lady Falcons started with a score of 264.  
play the Carlisle County Lady falling behind the Lady ComThe Hickman County Lady Comets in the Region 1 Dis- ets at the end of the first quarFalcons traveled to Fulton trict Tournament.
ter with a score of 5-17.
The Lady Falcons continued
to fall behind at halftime with
a score of 15-39.
The Lady Falcons continued
to trail at the end of the third
quarter with a score of 18-51.
The Lady Falcons sadly lost
with a final score of 26-61.
The Lady Falcons were led
by Ally Samuel with eight
PLAYER OF THE MONTH – Pictured is the February Player of the
points.

Lady Falcons fall short
in Tournament vs. Carlisle

Month, Demarcus Mason, being awarded the plaque by Teressa
Dowdy from Clinton Bank. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

ALL DISTRICT TEAM – Hickman County Falcons Dalton Jewell,
Grant Davis, and Logan Pittman were honored to be awarded the All
District Team Award. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

District crown to HCHS

FEBRUARY PLAYER REWARDED – Pictured is the February
Player of the Month, Ally Samuel, being awarded the plaque by
Teressa Dowdy from Clinton Bank. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

The Hickman County Falcons
traveled to Fulton County to play
the Pilots in the District Champi-

Falcons topple Bulldogs
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

The Hickman County Falcons
traveled to Fulton County High
School for Region 1 District
Game against the Fulton City
Bulldogs Feb. 21 looking for a

win.
The Falcons started off with a
lead ahead of the Bulldogs in the
first quarter with a score of 9-5.
The Falcons continued to pull
ahead of the Bulldogs in the second quarter with a score of 23-10.
In the third quarter, the Fal-

cons increased their lead by a
couple of points with a score of
33-18.
The Hickman County Falcons
went on to win the game by a
22-point margin against the Fulton City Bulldogs with a final
score of 51-29.

DEMARCUS MASON – Hickman County Falcon, Demarcus Mason, #4, makes his way around the court
to score a basket. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

onship game Feb. 23.
The Falcons began their lead
against the Fulton County Pilots
in the first quarter with a score
of 9-5.
They increased their lead in
the second quarter with a score
of 23-10.
The Falcons continued to stay
ahead in the third quarter with a
score of 33-18.
The Falcons went on to win
the Championship game with a
final score of 51-29.
The Falcons were led by Dalton Jewell with 24 points.

