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Budget woes
loom for Clinton
Cherry Pyron

MARVELOUS MANNERS – There were 14 students, third- through eighth-graders, who completed their Marvelous Manners classes last Thursday with dinner at four candlelit tables, complete with a delicious layered chocolate dessert sure to
win any Valentine’s heart. Pictured here with their table host Lisa Adams of the Extension Service, are Carolina Pruitt, Jerrick
Alexander, Cheyenne Spencer, and Tori Lynn Browning. The manners class is offered annually by the Extension Service and
the schools’ Family Resource Center and teaches students about being gracious diners and the importance of good table
manners in their overall development. (Photo by Cherry Pyron)

March will be an interesting month for
the Clinton city council as they begin to
think seriously about next year’s budget.
With the city of Barlow having sent a
letter of intent to withdraw from the sixcity pool under contract with Commonwealth Gas, the resignation of police officer Brooke Nelms, the ever-present need
for funds to repair city sidewalks, and
dwindling revenue from the gas system
because of the unusually warm winter, the
city council has committed to give serious
input into the budget.
“We’ll do this together then,” mayor
Phyllis Campbell said. “And it will take
everyone’s input.”
Regarding Barlow’s intent to withdraw
from the gas contract, the mayor said she
was, “ninety-percent sure that they will go
on their own,” like Bardwell did.
“I’ve talked with the Barlow mayor,
and she said they want to look at some
options,” Campbell said. “If we should
decide to go out and if Arlington would
since their (customer) base is so small,
they might want to go in with Clinton.”
The six cities currently under contract
with Commonwealth are Clinton, Wickliffe, LaCenter, Barlow, Arlington, and

Kevil. Clinton, with the largest customer
base, pays 23% toward all operating expenses which include maintenance on two
buildings, all vehicles and their operating
costs, and salaries. Each city has one vote
on the gas system board regardless of the
number of customers each serves and the
percentage of costs it pays.
Clinton has a six-month time to decide
about any break in contract, should it file
a letter of intent, while Barlow has a full
year to make that decision.
The city of Bardwell, which was under
contract with Commonwealth, now operates its own gas system, and mayor Campbell agreed to talk with that mayor to set
up an informal conversation with the Clinton council about the success of that now
city-owned utility.
The success of the relationship with
Bio-Chem in keeping the waste water
system in compliance with state regulations continues with small concerns about
slightly elevated ammonia levels in some
ponds. The city’s system crew has equipment for daily tests, and a recent meeting
with Bio-Chem personnel provided suggestions for dealing with higher ammonia
levels that may occur in warmer months.
With the departure of officer Brooke

See CLINTON, page 2

Cunningham joins FCB team
Ethan Cunningham joins First Community Bank of the Heartland’s (FCB)
credit administration team. Cunningham
will be working with and assisting both
FCB’s lenders and credit administration
team to analyze various aspects of loan
data to ensure a lending decision that is
best for the customer and the company.
Cunningham will primarily be working
from FCB’s full service banking office
located at 114 E. Jackson Street in Clinton.

Cunningham joined the FCB team in
2013 working part time in customer service and other roles as needed. Cunningham is a December 2016 graduate of the
University of Kentucky earning a Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance. He is a native of Hickman County
and resides in Columbus. He is the son of
Bruce and Vera Cunningham and a member of the First United Methodist Church
in Clinton.
“I am so thankful for the opportunity

Webb, Barnett selected
for local bank’s customer
service, acct. operations

Hillary Webb and Kelly Barnett have
joined First Community Bank of the
Heartland’s (FCB) banking team in
Clinton. Hillary Webb is serving in a
direct customer service role, while Kelly Barnett is serving within the account

Webb

Barnett

operations team. Both Webb and Barnett are primarily working at FCB’s full
service bank located at 114 E. Jackson
Street in Clinton.
A native of Union City, Tenn., Webb
brings three years of customer experience with her previously serving with
AT&T. Webb is a graduate of Western
Kentucky Community and Technical
College in Paducah. Hillary and her
husband, Matt, reside in Clinton and are
expecting their first child in March 2017.
Webb’s role at FCB is serving in various
aspects of direct customer service.
“I’m happy to be working with FCB”,
Webb commented. “I moved to Hickman County almost eight (8) years ago;
so this is definitely home. Our com-

See FCB, page 2

to join this team at
FCB”, Cunningham
commented. “It is
a blessing to be able
to work with people
who enjoy serving
others in the community. I know that
I will fit right in because it has always
been my goal to give
back to the community that has done so
much for me.”
“Our
mission,
here at FCB, is to
Cunningham
have the best team
possible to serve both our customers and
our community,” stated Greg Gunter,
FCB executive vice president. “Ethan
has been working with us for the past several years as he has finished his college
degree. His work ethic, disposition, smiling face, and love for community made
his hiring choice a very easy one. We are
very excited to add Ethan to our credit
administration team. We feel like this is
an investment in the future of hometown
banking!”
First Community Bank of the Heartland is owned by First Trust Financial
Corporation and headquartered in Clinton, Kentucky. The company offers diversified financial products and services
delivered through a customer-first style.
First Community Bank of the Heartland
has full service banking offices in Clinton, Fancy Farm, Kevil, LaCenter, Wickliffe, and Martin, Tenn. Find more information about First Community Bank of
the Heartland at fcbheartland.com.

Among those who attending and presenting at the annual Falcon Academy luncheon last week were, from left, Murray State University president Dr. Robert
Davies; Fulton County ATC principal Terry Sullivan; Robbie Rudolph and Dianne
Owen, Four Rivers Foundation; and Dr. Renae Duncan, Murray State University.
(Photo by Cherry Pyron)

WKCTC Admissions Director,
Hickman County native, sings
praises of Falcon Academy
Cherry Pyron

Trent Johnson, admissions director at
West Kentucky Community and Technical College (WKCTC) and a Hickman
County native, told those at the Falcon
Academy luncheon last Wednesday
about his own view of this program.
“I work with your students all year
long,” he said, “I see them all during
the school year, whether teaching Gen
Ed 100, Intro to College, helping them
get ready to be full-time students, registering for classes or just answering their
questions.
“Their success is not left to chance,

Bids opened for park’s
farmers’ market pavilion
Cherry Pyron

Five bids on the farmers’ market pavilion at Rotary Park were opened in
the judge-executive’s office last Tuesday
afternoon.
Don Riley of Riley Architect Services of Mayfield was in charge of the
procedure, checking each bid for completion of seven items, including a 5%
bid insurance bond with the bid, proof
of attendance at the pre-bid meeting,
and authorization to work with Paducah

and that requires extraordinary effort
from them,” Johnson said.
“And through the Falcon Academy,
you’ve taken away barriers that have
kept many of them from even thinking
about college,” he said. “The cost is taken care of, they have access to classes
that we bring from WKCTC and ones
they take at Fulton County Area Technology Center (ATC), and extra prep for
their post-secondary readiness.”
And Murray State University president Robert Davies added a humorous
incentive for students who will attend

See ACADEMY, page 2

Blueprint.
Bids which were complete and accepted by the fiscal court for consideration were from Allen Searcy, Union
City, Tenn.; Artisan Contractors of Kentucky LLC, Mayfield; and W.D. Steele
Construction, Murray.
Contractors’ bids were submitted for
the total base cost plus two alternates,
one for construction of the restrooms
and the second for a variation on the

See PARK, page 2

Little League registration underway

On February 18 and 25, forms will
Little League Sign up forms have
been distributed at Hickman Coun- be accepted in the Elementary School
ty Elementary School, so all parents lobby from 10 a.m. – 12 noon.
Final date to register a child will be
should be receiving them soon.
Clinton Bank and FCB will accept February 25.
the forms as well.

NEW BUSINESS IN CLINTON – For the last few weeks the future Clinton Acee’s has been taking shape as construction
crew workers construct the building on Hwy 51. It won’t be long before the business opens up and brings more jobs to Hickman County. (Photo by Charlotte Smith)

We want to hear from you!
If you have a question, comment, or complaint about
something you saw in The Hickman County Gazette,
or a suggestion, we’d love to hear from you!

270.653.3381 

gazette3322@bellsouth.net
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Museum appreciates volunteers

“Mr. Webster” tells us a volunteer is a person who of his
own free will offers himself for
a service or duty.
Hickman County Museum is
so fortunate to have many people who have given us countless
hours of their time.
Museum volunteers give tours
Phyllis Whitlock, one of Hickman County’s Master Garden- of the museum on Wednesday;
ers, helps during Heritage Days. they assist with setting up ex(Photo submitted)
hibits, and are eager to bring

Wesley Overhults

food for special events.
Cleaning at the museum is
also provided by volunteers.
The museum could not function
without them.
New volunteers are always
welcomed, and a training session will be held in February
for those who would enjoy assisting with tours.
Tour volunteers will only
serve one Wednesday after-

AREA OBITUARIES

Wesley Overhults, 33, of Lexington Ky. died Monday, Jan. 30,
2017 at his home.
He was a
sup e r m a rket clerk and
member of
Ogden Memorial United Methodist
Church,
a
2002 graduate
of
Caldwell
County High School and 2006
graduate of Transylvania University. He was an avid writer
and was a nine-year contributor
to DevoZine, a youth devotional
magazine.
Survivors include his parents,
Doug & Elaine Overhults of
Princeton, Ky.; and a maternal
grandmother, Frances Craddock
of Clinton, Ky.
He was preceded in death by
a maternal grandfather, John
Wesley Craddock; and paternal
grandparents, William M. & Ina
Mae Overhults.
Funeral services were held
Saturday, Feb. 4 at 12 p.m. Rev.

Dr. Jim Adams officiated, with Burial was in Fremont Cemetery
burial in Cedar Hill Cemetery in near Union City.
Princeton.
Memorials may be made to
Kim Godby
Ogden Memorial United Methodist Church, 305 W Main St.,
Kim Godby, 56, of ClinPrinceton KY 42445.
ton, Ky., originally from South
Charleston, WV, left for heaven’s
Ronnie Walton beaches and pink skies on Thursday, Feb. 2, 2017, surrounded by
Ronnie “Waldo” Walton, 61, of her family in her home.
Fulton, Ky. died Wednesday, Jan.
Kim was
25, 2017, at his home.
a member of
He was born Feb. 6, 1955, in
Clinton First
Obion County, son of the late EdUnited Methmon “Jack” Walton and the late
odist Church.
Tommie (Morris) Walton Bell.
She owned
He was a retired security guard
and operated
for Turner Dairy Co. in Fulton
Greg’s
Suand was of the Baptist faith. He
per ma rkets
was also a U.S. Army veteran.
in
Clinton,
He is survived by two daugh- Bardwell, and La Center along
ters, Tabitha Carter and Nikki with her husband Greg. Kim enLopez, both of Paducah, Ky.; joyed working with young peoone son, Josh Luter of Paducah; ple and dedicated many years of
eight grandchildren; one sister, her life by participating in local
Yvonne Williams of Clinton, youth programs, such as, Quest
Ky.; his stepmother, Cynthia and Chrysalis in Western KenWalton of LaCenter, Ky.; two tucky and leading the Jr. High
stepsisters; one stepbrother; and UMYF while living in Memphis,
several nieces and nephews.
Tenn. Looking for ways to grow
A celebration of life was held her faith, she was an active memat 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 28 at ber of the Emmaus community
White-Ranson Funeral Home. and Community Bible Study in

FCB

continued from page 1

munity knows FCB for its community investment and commitment, so I am excited to be a part
of what we continue to do here
in Clinton, West Kentucky, and
West Tennessee. This team is
wonderful to work with and the
opportunity to help customers
day in and day out is a great opportunity.”
Prior to joining FCB, Kelly Barnett served 10 years with
Williams Sausage gaining experience in many different roles.
Barnett brings a diverse set of
skills and experiences to FCB as
she joins the company’s account
operations team. Barnett is a native of Carlisle County; she joins
the FCB team with an Associate’s Degree in Computer Technology Information. Kelly and
her husband, Randy, and daugh-

Academy

there, “If you enter Murray State
with 30 or more credit hours,” he
said, “you won’t have to park in
the freshman parking lot.”
Davies also praised the community for the “total buy-in from
the community,” he said. “What
you are doing here is creating a
culture of excellence and inclusiveness. You’ve expanded the
horizons of all your students, not
just the ones who were already
going to college.”
Superintendent Casey Henderson recognized the faculty
of the Falcon Academy, most of
them Hickman County teachers
who are qualified to teach the
college-level courses that afford
students credit toward both high
school graduation and post-secondary degrees: Melinda Paul,
Jeanna Kimbell, Bettie Brazzell,

Park

continued from page 1

truss spacing.
Those bids accepted on Tuesday were Searcy, total base bid,
$224,110, alternate #1, $171,210,
alternate #2, no change; Artisan Contractors, total base bid,
$141,375, alternate #1 $125,000,
alternate #2, no change; W.D.
Steele, total base bid, $149,700,
alternate #1 $139,500, alternate
#2, no change.
Bids from Sullenger Construction, Clinton, and RB&P Construction, Clinton, were deemed
ineligible for the competition because each did not complete one
or more items on the seven-item
check list.
The fiscal court will review
all the accepted bids, redirect
any questions to the submitting
contractors, and announce the
awarding of the bid later this
month.

ter, Keara, reside in Clinton
where they are partners with Pilgrim’s Pride (poultry farming).
Barnett’s role at FCB involves
day-to-day customer service and
data management.
“I am delighted to serve in
banking with First Community Bank”, Barnett commented.
“Hickman County is home; so
working with a bank that keeps
investing in ‘my home’ is such
a great opportunity. I am experiencing a company that has
values very similar to mine and
works hard each day to keep the
customer first. I am thrilled to
be a part of the banking team at
FCB.”
“We are so excited to add
both Hillary and Kelly to our
FCB team,” stated Courtney
Morris, human resource director
continued from page 1

Darian Irvan, Michelle Young,
Karen Stairs, and Christie Rodgers.
“And our partners, Murray
State and WKCTC, are with us
today, since Falcon Academy got
its beginnings in 2009, and they
continue to help us encourage
our students to do more every
day,” Henderson said.
Servers for the luncheon were
seniors with at least 20 hours of
college credit, some with more
than 30 hours, and many of whom
left before the program was complete, “because they have to go to
their psychology class,” counselor Amy Boaz explained.
Boaz also explained about how
classes are chosen for inclusion
in each year’s Falcon Academy.
“We make sure the classes we
offer,” she said, “will be useful
to them, wherever they go. We
tailor the courses we teach to
the individual students we have,
starting with our juniors to see
what they’re interested in, what
classes they can explore (now)
that will give them a start on
their post-secondary work.”
Robbie Rudolph, founder of
the Four Rivers Foundation, gave

for FCB. “Both of these ladies
come to us with customer service
experience, wonderful smiles,
and a heart for our community. We are consistently looking
for good, smart, hard-working,
smiling faces to add to our team;
both Hillary and Kelly are great
additions. I’m confident that our
customers and the community
are going to enjoy being served
by these ladies.”
First Community Bank of
the Heartland is owned by First
Trust Financial Corporation and
headquartered in Clinton, Kentucky. The company offers diversified financial products and
services delivered through a
customer-first style. First Community Bank of the Heartland
has full service banking offices
in Clinton, Fancy Farm, Kevil,

special thanks to Josh Bailey,
treasurer for the foundation, and
Lynn Ann Jones at ABC Bookkeeping. “These are some of our
unsung heroes,” Rudolph said,
“who do continuous and efficient
work throughout the year to help
us achieve our goal of guaranteeing that no child will be kept
from post-secondary education
because of the lack of money.”
Rudolph also spoke about
more than $400,000 in state
grant funds that will be coming
to the Fulton County ATC because of the work done by ATC
principal Terry Sullivan, in conjunction with several other school
districts, ATCs, and universities
writing the grant and meeting
with state officials. “With this
grant and the hard work of all our
educators,” Rudolph said, “we’re
taking all our students to the next
level.”
Henderson closed out the day
saying that this year, the Falcon
Academy has saved Hickman
County students $200,000 in college tuition this year. “And over
the duration of the academy,” he
said, “the savings are $1.4 million.”

noon per month. Also, a lunch
for volunteers is planned in
April (information on this event
will be coming).
Board members are excited
to be getting this newsletter.
This has been a terrific year
for the museum, thank you to
those who have worked tirelessly to make events a success.
Thank you volunteers, for dedication and giving of time.

Paducah, for many years. Her
greatest accomplishment was
being a devoted and caring
mother. Kim, or “Pip” as she
was known to some, opened her
home with unconditional love to
all. Always willing to lend an
ear.
She is survived by her husband
of 37 years Greg; her son Ryan
and his fiancé Renae Fields; and
her daughter Megan Faye Godby; four sisters, Helen Fisher,
JoAnn (Bob) Anderson, Kaye
(Tom) Michnay, and Lynn (John)
Burdette and several nieces and
nephews.
She was preceded in death by
her mother and father, Mason
and Faye Kidd; and two brothers,
Scott and Tommy Kidd.
A celebration of Kim’s life
will be at First United Methodist
Church in Clinton Sunday, Feb.
12 at 2 p.m. Visitation will be in
the Young Center at First United
Methodist Church Sat. Feb. 11
between 4 and 7 p.m.
In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to educational
charities supporting non-traditional college students.
Brown Funeral Home in Clinton is in charge of arrangements.

LaCenter, Wickliffe, and Martin,
Tenn. Find more information
about First Community Bank of
the Heartland at fcbheartland.
com.

LEGISLATIVE REDISTRICTING – Last week Clinton Rotary and
First District Circuit Judge Tim Langford addressed members of
the Clinton Rotary Club on the topic of legislative redistricting and
what it means not only for Hickman County, but also the Four River
counties. (Photo by Charlotte Smith)

2017 FINALISTS – Congratulations to Carla Grubbs, left, and Greg
Grubbs, right, for being a finalist for the 2017 Family Farm Environmental Excellence Award! You make Clinton proud. Join River
Valley Ag Credit and the Hickman County Gazette in recognizing
the Grubbs family for this accomplishment. (Photo submitted.)
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Editorial

A few had even
gotten haircuts.
Living in a
place like The
Valley had its
drawbacks.
Te enagers
weren’t the only
residents
who
couldn’t
find
much to do in
our town.
Most activities
New barber has more than revolved around
churches,
and
church on his mind
most of those reAfter nine days in business in volved around married couples
his new hometown, Frank Bell and families. Other than church
had begun to wonder if he had functions, entertainment was
made the right decision. Busi- primarily limited to the few civness was okay, and local high ic clubs in town.
school students enjoyed having
On Wednesday, Frank had
a place to hang out after school. something else on his mind –

Ulterior Motive

You’re Using It Wrong

Dear Dave,
I take classes online at a public
university that is several hours
from my home. I tried to pay for
my classes the other day, and my
Visa debit card was not accepted. I got a message saying credit cards and cash were the only
payment options. How can I take
care of this without wasting an
entire day driving to campus to
pay with cash?
Amy

Dear Amy,
Don’t worry, there’s no need
for you to drive all the way to
campus and back just to pay for
your classes. You can run a debit card like it’s a credit card, and

they will accept it. The machines
don’t recognize the difference,
whether you type in a credit card
number or a debit card number.
Just select “credit” when it
asks for payment method. It’s just
like when you step up to pay for
something at the store and they
ask the old credit or debit question. You say credit, so you don’t
have to enter your PIN (personal
identification number), and it all
stays in the Visa system.
You’re just using it wrong, and
that’s why you’re having trouble.
Just remember this in the future,
and best of luck with your classes!
—Dave

Consider the House?

Dear Dave,
My husband and I have been
debt-free, except for our
mortgage, for
a few years
now. Recently, we’ve been
thinking
about moving
back to our
home state to
be closer to
family. We’ve
found a home
we’re interested in, but it has a
large utility tower on the property not far from the house. Should
we still consider this home?
Denise

Dear Denise,
The downsides are simple.
One, you’ve got to look at the
stupid thing every time you’re
sitting on your patio. Two, when
you get ready to sell it, everyone
who looks at the house is going
to have the same concerns you
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have. It’s not going to appreciate
in value, and you’re going to have
trouble selling it when the time
comes.
If you’re willing to put up with
those two things, you might get
a steal of a deal on this place because no one else may want this
house. And when I say a steal,
I’m talking around 40 percent
off the appraisal. To me personally, it would be enough of an
eyesore that I probably wouldn’t
buy. Again, that’s just a personal
opinion.
Keep in mind that if you go
through with this, when you get
ready to sell it you’re going to
lose out on any money you gained
in the buy. Someone is going to
do the same thing to you. I’m not
completely killing the deal, but I
definitely wouldn’t buy it to live
in. As a rental? Maybe, if I were
going to keep it forever. Because
people will always rent. But honestly, I wouldn’t want to put up
with the hassle in either scenario.
—Dave

* Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey Solutions. He has authored
seven best-selling books, including The Total Money Makeover. The
Dave Ramsey Show is heard by more than 12 million listeners each
week on 575 radio stations and multiple digital platforms. Follow
Dave on the web at daveramsey.com and on Twitter at @DaveRamsey.

the young Methodist minister
who dropped by his barber shop
the day before to invite him to
her church.
Frank wasn’t a regular
churchgoer in the big city where
he lived before The Valley. In
Terra Haute, he worked most
days and spent evenings with
friends, going to ball games,
movies or whatever. That’s not
to say he never attended church,
and in a place like Lennox Valley, chances are he would have
made his way into one of the
four congregations before too
long.
For some reason, Frank
couldn’t get Rev. Sarah HydenSmith off his mind. At 10 a.m.,
he made the decision to call
Sarah and take her up on the offer to visit her church.
He hoped Sarah would remember him from their earlier conversation. “Rev. Smith,”
remembering what one of the
boys called her in the shop on
Tuesday, “This is Frank Bell.
We met at my barber shop yesterday.”
The reminder wasn’t necessary. Ministers in small towns
aren’t as busy as folks often
imagine. In Frank’s mind, Sarah was hurriedly rushing from
one crisis to the next. Perhaps a
lost soul was being saved, a dying parishioner was being comforted, or a soul-stirring sermon
was being prepared on this ordinary Wednesday morning.
“I was thinking about what
you said yesterday, and I think
you’re right. It would be a good
idea for me to visit your church.”
“Well, that’s wonderful,” answered Sarah, not correcting
him concerning her name. “Our
service is at 11. If you’re interested, we have Sunday School
at 10.”
Frank had other thoughts. “I
was thinking it might be a good
idea for me come by the church
before Sunday.” After a pause,
he continued, “so I’ll know
where to go when I get there.”
Sarah cheerfully agreed to
meet Frank at the church just
after noon. It was a short walk
from his shop, which was closed
for the traditional lunch hour
each day.
Upon his arrival, a quick tour
of the church ensued. Frank
could now find his way to the
sanctuary, the Sunday school
room and the fellowship hall,
where coffee was served before
the worship service.
They each took a seat in the
sanctuary, Sarah seated in the
pew in front of Frank.
“Do you have a favorite
hymn?” she asked, trying to
make conversation. Sarah was
probably as excited about meeting Frank as he was about meeting her.
She quickly realized his
struggle as he tried to come up
with a suitable answer.
“I’ll bet you’re a fan of

Charles Wesley,” she said. “He
wrote so many good ones.”
“He sure did,” answered
Frank, not having any idea who
Charles Wesley was. Frank
didn’t want to lie to his newfound friend, but decided it
must be true if she thought so
highly of Wesley.
Eventually Frank found the
nerve to ask Sarah if she’d like
to have lunch with him at the
Hoffbrau. It was just 12:20,
and he didn’t have to be back
at the shop at the stroke of 1
p.m. There were advantages to
owning a barber shop across the
street from the Hoffbrau and
one block down from the Methodist Church.
Over lunch, Sarah shared a
little about the town and a little
about herself. Like Frank, she
was from the big city, albeit a
little bigger than Terre Haute.
Her hyphenated name was a
result of her marriage 12 years
earlier. She simply mentioned
her husband had “passed away”
and left it at that.
Her stories about Raymond
Cooper and his run for the mayor’s office left Frank in stitches.
He thought she was joking, but
eventually realized the stories
were true.
Like Frank, Sarah was still
new to The Valley, having
moved just four months earlier.
She mentioned it seemed longer,
much longer to her.
After a handshake, they parted ways, both silently hoping
this would not be the last meal
they would share together.
Learn more about the good
folks at lennoxvalley.com.

ometimes I wonder if special occasion days are invented to sell more merchandise. Some say the Monday after Super Bowl should be a national holiday. Personally,
if more holidays are conjured up I would hope Friday
would be a day to be given strong consideration over Monday.
Too many Monday holidays already, which makes it nice for those
who pack a lot into a long weekend, but tough on newspaper folks
whose readers expect the week’s paper to arrive on schedule.
MY VIEW
What about Groundhog’s Day? Should that
be a holiday? Congress would probably welcome another day off.
Many circle next Tuesday on their calendars.
Some may circle it with a red heart-shaped outline. February 14 is Valentine’s Day.
While it may not be a good day for those who
have
resolved to lose weight, it is a great day
DENNIS
for “chocoholics”. Entrances to retail establishRICHARDSON
ments offer fair warning, with obvious reminders such as heart-shaped boxes of chocolates,
flowers, balloons, and other items, mostly in red.
Most of us have a memorable Valentine’s Day experience.
Way back in elementary school students at Alex Green where
I attended were encouraged to bring “Valentines” to pass around
the room or drop in special envelopes at each desk.
The Valentine’s Day before our wedding I received a special
Valentine that I will never forget. It was a message composed on
a scroll with cutouts from various magazines in place of many of
the words to help tell the message. Nearly a half-century later we
still have that scroll.
Some try traditional trips or outings. A special restaurant may
be a choice. When it was still in operation our former next door
neighbors would reserve a table for however many could make
the trip to Hachland Hills in Clarksville. It was a special place
owned by entrepreneur, author and cook Phila Rawlings Hach.
The Valentine’s meal and atmosphere were unequalled.
Ms. Phila passed away about a year ago. Her heirs operate
Hachland Hills retreat in Joelton, the community where I attended high school, in northeast Davidson County. It is a special
log-cabin venue utilized for weddings, corporate events and catering for special events.
We were fortunate to have attended one corporate retreat there.
While it is not a federal holiday, Valentine’s Day is one of the
“biggies”. Letting it slide by with no action could mean trouble.

AMERICA-A SPACE TO
REPENT. Last week I wrote of
the moral condition of the world,
but what of America, “The Land
that I Love?”
There is an interesting story
in the bible about a king, a sinful
king called Nebuchadnezzar. He
had a dream
which Daniel interpreted. The king
would dwell
with
the
beasts of the
field and eat
grass for seven years ”until he knew
the
most
High rules in
the kingdom
of men” (Daniel 4:25). But the
king has a way out. He was given

a space to repent, a year (v29) to
“break of his sins” (v27). If he did
so, then God would show mercy
and remove judgment, what happened? The king refused to repent and was “driven from men
did eat grass as an oxen” (v33).
Men may think they have the ultimate power, but make no mistake, God is the ruler yet.
Will men ever learn that truth?
Will those who govern and those
who are governed in America
learn?
Our sins are over our head. We
live like animals. Few preachers
or anyone will proclaim such
truths. We are afraid of this or
that. People instead of marrying
just hook up today.
Homosexuality is the law of
the land as well as abortion on
demand. It is barbarous. Why
doesn’t God do something? He

will. America is being given a
space, a time of grace to repent
as a nation. If you have been
watching all the ungodly protests and marches, reading the
newspapers and watching TV
you would have much cause to
wonder.
We once trusted in God as our
money proclaims. We once had
leaders who believed in God and
built that in the fabric of our society. We once had schools and
institutions that honored God
and the Bible. We had great
churches that were filled on the
Lord’s day with people who honored God. Those days are gone
for the most part.
Will God do anything? Yes,
He always has. He always will.
After a space there is no more
grace, only judgment. Repent
now.

was among the deadliest years
for traffic deaths in the state
and nation. Even more startling, nearly 4,000 people have
died on Kentucky roads since
2012. Unless we make changes,
those numbers will climb.
Deadly crashes don’t just
happen.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that driver behavior is a
factor in 90% of road fatalities.
We all know the culpritsspeeding, unbuckled drivers
and passengers, and driving
distracted, drowsy, drunk or
drugged.
Those “4Ds” can transform
vehicles and cell phones into
deadly weapons. With more vehicles on the road, we’re all at
greater risk of being involved in
a crash.
It’s a common misconception
that teenager drivers are the
primary victims of fatal crashes.
In fact, young drivers had the
lowest fatality rate in 2016, representing less than 6 percent of
highway deaths.
The stats show professionals
and older drivers, ages 25-64,
make up 60 percent of those
who have families that have had
to say the ultimate goodbye.
While crashes take an emotional toll on those left grieving

the lives lost, we can’t ignore
the collateral costs they impose
on communities.
When people die in crashes,
there’s a far-reaching financial
impact too.
A crash-related death or
life-altering injury creates financial burdens for families
and communities from lost
wages, property damage, hospitalizations, continuing care and
cost of emergency response.
Commerce is affected when
major routes are closed, causing
delivery delays and decreased
productivity.
In crash-prone metropolitan
areas, rising insurance rates
reflect the uptick in this deadly
trend.  
It doesn’t have to be this
way. Every driver can take simple steps to reverse this trend.
Buckle up for every trip, every
time. It’s the number one way to
survive and to go home to loved
ones after a crash. Put the cell
phone down. Distracted drivers accounted for two-thirds of
crashes in 2016.
Whatever it is, it can
wait.   Don’t drink and drive.
Before you pick up a drink, pick
up the phone and plan a ride
home. It’s up to each individual
make the right choices.
Choose well and avoid saying
the last goodbye.

S

Valentine’s Day

Driver behavior factor in
majority of road fatalities
By Dr. Noelle Hunter,
Ph.D, executive director
of the Kentucky Office
of Highway Safety

No one is ever prepared to
say a final goodbye. There’s a
unique sting that accompanies
deaths that were seemingly
avoidable and unnecessary.
Last year in Kentucky, 835 people died in crashes. More than
half were not buckled up and 20
percent died with impairment
as a factor.
For the families, co-workers
and communities left behind,
each number represents an irreplaceable person whose life
was snuffed out too early.
These are grim, and all too
common realities in Kentucky.   
It’s tempting to downplay 835
deaths compared to 4.4 million
residents but the fact is 2016
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What kind of person screams one minute, cries the next?
A psychology professor, giving a lecture on
mental illness, asked his students what they’d
make of someone who paces back and forth
screaming at the top of his lungs one minute,
then sits down and weeps uncontrollably the
next.
A fellow in the back of the classroom answered: “He must be a basketball coach.”
Certainly, life can be a rollercoaster for
coaches. But that also holds true for everyone,
regardless of profession or station in life. We’re
all prone to wins and losses in the game of life.
One of the best-known examples is Job, a
very Godly man who lived in Old Testament
times. He was healthy and wealthy and wise.
Then, all of a sudden, he lost everything he had.
To make matters worse, he developed an ailment that resulted in painful, inflected sores all
over his body.
Job was in absolute misery, but, though it all,
he trusted in God. In the end, not only did God
restore everything he had, he gave him twice as
much as he had before.
If you’re familiar with that story, Job was
steadfast throughout. He didn’t pace back and
forth screaming. He didn’t weep uncontrollably.
When things were beyond miserable and he was
seeking some relief, he went out and sat on a
heap of ashes. There he took shards of pottery
and scrapped the boils that covered him from
head to foot.

Job’s friends proved to be a source of aggravation. His wife was no help. But God was with
him throughout the ordeal.
Everyone is certain to face times in their
lives when their worlds are turned upside down,
times when they’re tested to their very cores, as
Job was in his day. It’s times like those when
we need to be able to turn to Jesus for strength
to carry on.
God’s people, like Job, deal with adversity
very differently than people outside the kingdom. God’s people face adversity with a peace
that surpasses all understanding, as the Apostle
Paul once explained. This ability to deal with
adversity is a gift known only to those who trust
fully in God, knowing that all things work together for the good of those who love Him.
Jesus provides that ability, because He is the
source of that peace.
“Peace I leave with you. My peace I give
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither
let it be afraid” (John 14:27).
In a world so filled with worry and turmoil,
such peace is a welcome gift. And it’s available
to everyone who walks with Christ.
Just imagine: no more need to pace back and
forth, wringing our hands and worrying, because
we trust that God has our best interests at heart.
Roger Alford offers words of encouragement
to residents of America’s heartland. Reach him
at rogeralford1@gmail.com.
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For Your Information

Caution urged with students’ credit cards
College students and high
school seniors headed for college may receive letters offering
them credit cards with zero percent fees. They should read those
offers carefully, advises the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority (KHEAA).
Most cards that offer zero percent interest to new cardholders
do so for only a limited time,
perhaps six months. After that,

the interest rate may rise to more
than 20 percent, depending on
the cardholder’s payment record
during the introductory period.
If all the purchases are not paid
off before the introductory rate
expires, the higher interest rate
may be applied to those purchases from the time they were made.
Students should contact the
credit card issuer to make sure
they understand exactly what

their obligations will be. It is always a good idea to get that information in writing and to save
it for future reference.
KHEAA is the state agency that administers Kentucky’s
grant and scholarship programs,
including the Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship
(KEES).
KHEAA provides financial literacy videos at http://itsmoney.

kheaa.com. KHEAA also provides free copies of “It’s Money,
Baby,” a guide to financial literacy, to Kentucky schools and
residents upon request at publications@kheaa.com.
For more information about
Kentucky scholarships and
grants, visit www.kheaa.com;
write KHEAA, P.O. Box 798,
Frankfort, KY 40602; or call
800-928-8926, ext. 6-7214.

The Purchase Area Master
Clothing Volunteers, as an outreach of the UK Cooperative
Extension service, will hold a
one-day class on Beginning Sewing for Adults, at the Calloway
County Extension Office, 310

S. 4th St., Murray, March 25, 10
a.m. – 2 p.m.
Several basic sewing skills
will be taught and participants
will learn many parts and functions of sewing machine. A cloth
lined gift bag and pot holder will

be made.
This class is open to the eight
county area, and will be limited
to 10 participants. There is a $10
charge for the class but sewing
machine, sewing kit and all project materials will be included.

Call the Hickman County Extension Office at 270-653-2231;
the Fulton County Extension
Office at 270-236-2351; or the
Carlisle County Extension Office
at 270-628-5458, by March 1 to
register.

Beginning Sewing classes offered in March

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS
Meeting
The Obion Creek Watershed
Conservancy District, Board of
Directors, will meet Feb. 14,
at 7:30 a.m., in the Conference
Room of the USDA Service
Center, 205 St. Rt. 123 W. Clinton. The public is invited to attend.
Assistance for Veterans
Veterans and their families
will be provided counseling and
assistance in filing claims for
state and federal benefits Feb.
7, and Feb. 15 - 16, 10 a.m. –
2:30 p.m., in Mayfield, at the
VA Clinic, 1253 Paris Rd. Veterans and families will be seen
by appointment, walk-ins will
be scheduled an appointment.
For more information please
contact Ron McClure, Regional
Field Representative, Kentucky
Department of Veterans Affairs
(KDVA) at (270) 247-2455 ext.
73905, or email ronald.mcclure@ky.gov.

Kentucky Cooperative Extension and Young Farmer Advisors serving Calloway, Carlisle,
Fulton, Hickman, Graves, Marshall and McCracken Counties
will be held Feb, 7 at Lowry
Farms in Pilot Oak. Registration and Trade Show begins at 8
a.m. Topics include Application
Technology and Proper Use of
Adjuvants, Weed Resistance and
Dicamba Tolerant Soybean Herbicide Technology, Spray Programs, Sprayer Tips and Drift
Control. Private Applicator Pesticide Training available, with a
meal catered by Southern Reds.
For more information, contact
Fulton County Extension Office, 270-236-2351; Hickman
County Extension Office, 270653-2231; Carlisle County Extension Office, 270-628-5458;
or Graves County Extension Office, 270-247-2334.

Commodities
The Mission House distributes CSFP (Cheese) CommodiWinter Ag Conference
ties monthly to Hickman CounThe Annual Winter Ag Con- ty residents who are 60 years or
ference, sponsored and coor- over, meet the income guidedinated by the University of lines, and are pre-registered.

Pick up dates are Thursday and first Monday of the month at 5
Friday after the third Tuesday of p.m. at Clinton City Hall.
each month.
• Columbus City Council
meets at 6 p.m., the first MonEvery Monday:
day of the month at Columbus
• AA meets at 8 p.m. at First City Hall.
United Methodist Church in
Clinton.
• The Mission House is open
Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays
Second Monday:
and first Saturday of the month.
• Library Board meets the second Monday at the library at 4
• The Hickman Co. Historp.m.
ical and Genealogical Soci• The Hickman Co. Arts ety Center is open Wednesday
Council will meet the fourth and Saturdays from 1 - 4 p.m.
Monday of each month at 4 p.m. For appointment, call LaDonna
at the Young Center. The public Latham at 653-4190 or Norma
is invited to attend. www.hick- Gene Humphreys at 653-6208.
mancoarts.com.
Every Wednesday:
• 7 a.m. - Community Prayer
Service at First United Methodist Church.
•The Hickman Co. Museum
is open every Wednesday from
1 - 4 p.m.
• Hickman Co. Memorial Library is open Tuesday
through Friday from 2 - 5 p.m.
and Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30
p.m.
• Clinton City Council meets

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

RAY’S BACKHOE Service Septic systems installed certified installer also backhoe
work gravel & dirt hauling and
driveway work free estimates.
677-4641 or 254-0401.

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE in the Yates
Building. Utilities furnished.
Call 270-653-4236 or 270254-0548.

BUSINESS SERVICES

February 8th is the second
Wednesday of the month and
this means the Canasta Card
players will be with us here at
the center for lunch and a day of
fun and fellowship.
We will also have a little class
on some nutrition about 930
with Lisa Dodson on the same
day. On Thursday we will have
Deanne Leonard of Pad Health
Dept. for bp and some health
tips. Visitors are always welcome for our programs or just to
come visit.
We will be having a class
on Medicine Safety on February 16 at 11:30 given by Maria
Chapman from Louisville. It is
a good to have safe practices for
medications use. The public is
invited and will be encouraged
to participate with any discussion about the do’s and don’t of
medicine….Medicine is meant
to be helpful not a poison for the
body. You can call and come for
lunch and be here to share.
Coming menus:
Wednesday Feb 8—Pork
Roast Baked Sweet Potatoes,
Buttered Spinach, Cornbread
Muffin, Fruit cup, and Skim
Milk
Thursday Feb 9-- Beef Pot
Roast, Mashed Potatoes, Brown
Gravy, Glazed Carrots, Roll,
Banana and Skim Milk
Friday Feb 10--Fish Sandwich/Bun,
Macaroni
and
Cheese, Coleslaw, Brownie and

Skim Milk
Monday Feb. 13--Taco Salad, Cornbread, Buttered Corn,
Chocolate Wafer, Tropical Fruit
and Skim Milk
Tuesday Feb. 14--Hot Roast
Beef Sandwich, Mashed Pota-

toes, Gravy Steamed Broccoli,
Banana/Strawberries and Skim
Milk
Wednesday Feb. 15-- Pork
Roast, Pinto Beans, Turnip
Greens, Baked Apples, Cornbread Muffins, and Skim Milk

Lawn
Maintenance.
Need your lawn mowedVERY REASONABLE PRICES!
FREE
ESTIMATES.
Lawn mowing-weed eating-shrub trimming and some
landscaping. Anywhere in the
Hickman, Carlisle or Fulton
Co. areas. Call David Dixon at
270-254-1384.

Sell It
With
The
Find A Job • Sell A Car • Rent A House

Your low cost classified ad in
The Hickman County Gazette,
The Hickman Courier, The
Carlisle Weekly, or The Fulton
Leader will help you turn
unwanted items into cash. Only
$6 for 20 words - 10¢ each
additional word for one paper or
$8.50 for 20 words - 20¢ each
additional word for 2 papers!

I Want My Ad To Read:

$5.00/$8.50

Mayfield Shopping Plaza

1102 Paris Road, Mayfield, KY
Like us on Facebook
princessofmayfield.com

24 HOUR SHOW INFO ~ 270-251-3583
Fri., Feb. 10 thru Thurs., Feb. 16

HIDDEN FIGURES

PG

THE LEGO
BATMAN MOVIE

PG

Fri. 7:00; Sat. & Sun., 1:30, 4:00, 7:00;
Mon. thru Thurs. 7:00

Fri. 7:00; Sat. & Sun., 1:30, 4:00, 7:00;
Mon. thru Thurs. 7:00

$5.10/$8.70

$5.20/$8.90

$5.30/$9.10

$5.40/$9.30

$5.50/$9.50

$5.60/$9.70

$5.70/$9.90

$5.80/$10.10

$5.90/$10.30

$6.00/$10.50

Please be sure to include your name and phone number as well as a check or credit card information for payment.

Remit to: The HIckman County Gazette, P.O. Box 200• Clinton, KY 42031
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Sports

Falcons win Senior Night contest vs. Pilots
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

The first game of the night was
between the Lady Falcons and
Lady Pilots. The Lady Falcons
The Hickman County Falcons were falling one point behind the
and Lady Falcons hosted the Ful- Lady Pilots at the end of the first
ton County Pilots and Lady Pilots quarter with a score of 9-10. The
Friday, Feb. 3.
Lady Falcons then started to fall

behind at halftime with a score
of 14-26. They continued to trail
behind the Lady Pilots at the end
of the third quarter with a score
of 26-42.
The Lady Pilots went on to win
the game with a final score of 3959. The Lady Falcons were led by
LeighAnne Jones with 13 points.
The second game was between
the Falcons and the Pilots. The
Falcons began with a lead at the
end of the first quarter with a

score of 13-11.
The Falcons and Pilots were
tied at halftime with a score of
21-21. The Pilots worked hard on
offense which put them ahead of
the Falcons at the end of the third
quarter with a score of 31-34. The
Falcons gained their lead back in
the fourth quarter and went on to
win the game with a final score of
51-45.
The Falcons were led by Dalton
Jewell with 23 points.

LOOKING TO PASS – Hickman County Falcons Austin Rittenberry,
#23, looks for teammate to pass the ball to. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

SHOOTING A FREE THROW – Hickman County Lady Falcons Anna
Ferguson, #11, goes to the line to shoot 2 free throws. (Photo by
Lauren Pittman)
JUMPER – Hickman County Falcon Dalton Jewell, #11, shoots a
2-point shot. Also pictured is Parker Estes, #12. (Photo by Lauren
Pittman)

LOOKING FOR ROOM – Hickman County Lady Falcon Kadey Grace
Wilkey, #23, searches for space to maneuver around Lady Mustangs.
(Photo by Lauren Pittman)

SENIOR FALCON RECOGNITION – Logan Pittman, escorted by
T.A. McDaniel and Devin Pittman, was among senior basketball team
members and cheerleaders in the spotlight for Senior Night Feb. 3.
(Photo by Charles Choate).

Falcons, Lady Falcons
overpowered by visit
from McCracken County
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

The Hickman County Falcons
and Lady Falcons hosted the McCracken County Mustangs Tuesday, Jan. 31.
The first game of the night was
between the Hickman County
Lady Falcons and the McCracken County Lady Mustangs.
The Lady Falcons started to
fall behind at the end of the first
quarter with a score of 6-22.
The offense looked to add
some points in the second quarter. They did add 10 with Lady
Falcons adding 15 more of their
own. The Lady Mustangs continued to lead at halftime with a
score of 16-37.
The Lady Falcons continued to
trail at the end of the third quarSENIOR CHEER LEADER – Senior HCHS cheerleader Delaney SENIOR NIGHT SPOTLIGHT – Basketball manager, senior Ashley ter with a score of 27-50.
SENIOR NIGHT HONOREE– HCHS basketball team member, senior Demarcus Mason, escorted by Patricia Shields, was one of the
students honored Friday night for Senior Night. (Photo by Charles
Choate).

Boaz, escorted by Amy Boaz and Greg Boaz, was recognized during
the Senior Night event, during the game versus Fulton County. (Photo
by Charles Choate).

Stinson-Wilson, escorted by Morris Wilson, was honored Friday night
during Senior Night for the Falcons and Lady Falcons. (Photo by
Charles Choate).

HCHS SENIOR CHEER LEADER – Karen Harper, Christina Harper
and Todd Harper, are pictured as they were recognized during Senior
Night at Hickman County High School. Christina Harper is a senior
cheerleader. (Photo by Charles Choate).

CHEERING FOR HCHS – Baylee Estes, Hickman County High
School senior cheerleader, escorted by Dana Estes and Kevin Estes, was among students honored for Senior Night Feb, 3. (Photo by
Charles Choate).

SENIOR CHEERING – Aliya Richards, escorted by Aprilla Richards
and Allan Richards, was honored during the HCHS versus Fulton
County game Friday night, as all senior basketball players and cheerleaders were recognized. (Photo by Charles Choate).

HCHS FALCONS, LADY FALCONS CHEERLEADER – Senior
cheerleader Keara Williams, escorted by Kelly Barnett and Randy
Barnett was among Hickman County High School seniors who were
recognized during Senior Night Friday night. (Photo by Charles Choate).

The Lady Mustangs went on to
win the game with a final score
of 39-68.
The Lady Falcons were led by
Ally Samuel and Chelsea Johnson with nine points apiece.
The second game of the night
was between the Hickman County Falcons and the McCracken
County Mustangs.
The Falcons fell behind at the
end of the first quarter with a
score of 6-18.
The Mustangs continued to
lead at halftime with a score of
12-42.
The Falcons continued to fall
behind the Mustangs at the end
of the third quarter with a score
of 21-61.
The Falcons went on to lose
with a final score of 28-67. The
Falcons were led by Dalton Jewell with 12 points.

