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Clinton Police Department
recipient of ASAP test kits
Cherry Pyron

Members of the Hickman County Economic Development Authority Yvette Thomas, Bob Williams, Howard Dillard, Kory Naranjo, Rick Canty, and Steve Bradberry, joined executive director Greg Pruitt in presenting a $150,000 check for the Rotary Park
project to county judge-executive Kenny Wilson and fiscal court members Irvin Stroud, Henry Cole, and Naranjo last Tuesday.

HCEDA provides funds for park
Cherry Pyron

The $150,000 check for Rotary Park
presented by the Hickman County Economic Development Authority to the
Hickman County Fiscal Court last Tuesday continues to consolidate the exis-

tence of the park on Highway 51 South.
With the Department of Local Government giving the OK for transfer of the
money, HCEDA executive director Greg
Pruitt joined all members of the authority to present the check to judge-executive Kenny Wilson and members of the

fiscal court.
“We appreciate your support,” Wilson
said. “We have 83 trees planted and the
only thing not done in the landscaping
plan is the beds the Master Gardeners

See HCEDA, page 2

test kits for the departments.
“These are all assets to our police deThe Clinton city council met on partment,” the mayor said. “And we are
Thursday, Jan. 19, in a special called
meeting rescheduled from its regular
See CLINTON, page 6
first-Monday date because of the mayor’s illness.
With re-elected members Howard
Dillard and Betty Morrow and newly-elected members Chad Frizzell,
Fred Cox, Tommy Kimbro, and Johnny Kelly present, the council approved
the minutes of the November 7, 2016,
meeting; there were no minutes for December because there was no quorum
of council members at that meeting.
December treasurer’s, waste water, and
(Editor’s Note: The following is the
gas account figures were also approved. State of the City of Clinton, presented
Printed elsewhere in today’s issue of to the Clinton City Council by Mayor
the Gazette is mayor Phyllis Campbell’s Phyllis Campbell)
state of the city observations which she
presented at the conclusion of the meetAs required by the Kentucky Reing.
vised Statues, the Mayor is to advise
Reporting for the police department, the Council annually regarding the
chief Ben Natividad told the coun- State of the City as to the condition and
cil that the Fulton-Hickman counties the needs thereof.
Agency for Substance Abuse Policy
In reviewing the various departments
(ASAP) program requested any equip- of the City, I have evaluated the data of
ment needs from both the city police each and offer this report to the Counand county sheriff’s departments. Na- cil as my opinion of the State of the
tividad said that three portable breath City of Clinton.
test kits for both departments had been
Administrative: As recommended
purchased and that a Tuesday morn- in the 2015 audit, responsibilities were
ing meeting with ASAP revealed more
See CAMPBELL, page 2
money available to purchase field drug

Campbell
offers update
to officials
on city’s state

River Valley Ag adds
Glasco to home loan dept.

River Valley Ag Credit welcomes a
new addition to their area offices. April
Glasco, a veteran in the mortgage lending industry with six years experience,
Glasco joined the River Valley family
approximately five months ago.
On Wednesday, Jan. 18, Glasco was
the guest speaker at the Clinton Rotary
Club meeting. Rotarian Patricia Kelly
introduced Glasco to club members.

While Glasco is located primarily at
the Mayfield location, she also services
clients at the Clinton office in Hickman
County and Hickman office in Fulton
County. Glasco’s main focus is home
loans.
Various loans available at River Valley Ag include not only home loans but
also Ag loans, land loans, and construction loans.

DEFENSE – Kadey Grace Wilkey, #23, stands at attention ready to guard a Lady Pilot. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

Judge Wilson appointed PACRO rep
Charlotte Smith

Following the resignation of Wendy
Puckett as the county’s representative
on the PACRO (Paducah Area Community Reuse Organization). Judge Wilson
was appointed by the Court on Tuesday,
Jan. 17, to represent Hickman County.
“It used to (PACRO) be controlled by
the PADD,” stated Judge Wilson. “We
are trying to get them to do a better job
managing their resources. We have been
involved in the meetings and they are
going to change the bylaws and put our
county, Fulton County, Carlisle County
and Calloway County out and because
our borders we don’t touch their counties. I don’t like it. Our people go to those
counties and spend money there. Hickman County residents play an important
part in their economic development and
they should be included, not be excluded

or cut out.”
It was also noted that Kayser was
taking over the former candle building
(MVP) located in Fulton County, adding approximately 100 jobs to the area
for Kayser. “MVP’s business plan has

changed and they are focusing on their
location in Mayfield,” stated Puckett.
“We are trying to make the best out of
the scenario.”

See HICKMAN, page 2

Kayser expands, MVP
relocates to Mayfield
Benita Fuzzell

What was described as a “marathon
beginning last Spring” by Fulton County-Hickman County Economic Development Partnership Executive Director
Wendy Puckett, reached the finish line
Tuesday morning, with the announcement of the expansion of one Fulton

industry, and the return of another to
Graves County.
The announcement was made jointly
by Fulton County and Graves County
economic development leadership at
Fulton’s Pontotoc Community Center,
where a large crowed gathered to re-

See KAYSER, page 2

Falcon Academy payoff immeasurable
Charlotte Smith

Seven years later and the Falcon
Academy is still going strong. The
fruits of the hard work and labor of everyone behind the scenes is paying off

in a big way for the four river county
schools, including Hickman County.
“With over 208 scholarships awarded
by the Four Rivers Foundations and 59
of them going to Hickman County students, the dividends are paying off big

Murray State University has an offsite campus at the Fulton County ATC.
“Besides high school students, the plan
also includes to offer classes to adults
at night,” added Owen. “There will be
a separate door for them to enter when

time,” stated Dianne Owen, Director of
the Four Rivers Foundation. “Many former students like Mattea Lock Mitchell, Allison Wilson Kelly, Kaitlyn Farley Workman, and Ken Etherton have
all returned to Hickman County and
are employed in careers that they love.”
Other positives for Hickman County,
that can be attributed and related to the
creation of the Falcon Academy and the
Four Rivers Foundation, founded by
Robbie and Lisa Rudolph, are education
numbers that continue to be above state
averages.
“In three out of the last four years

See ATC, page 2

See ACADEMY, page 6

Adult night classes offered
Charlotte Smith

New on the horizon, which will assist
Hickman County, Fulton County, and
Fulton Independent school’s students
and adults in the area, is the creation of
adult night classes at the Fulton County
Area Technology Center.

We want to hear from you!
If you have a question, comment, or complaint about
something you saw in The Hickman County Gazette,
or a suggestion, we’d love to hear from you!

270.653.3381 

gazette3322@bellsouth.net

NEW TO RIVER VALLEY AG – Clinton Rotarian Patricia Kelly, right, introduced
April Glasco, left, to Rotarians last week. Glasco joined the River Valley Ag family
approximately five months ago. Glasco’s focus is home loans. (Photo by Charlotte
Smith.)

Kindergarten age changing

Beginning with the upcoming school
year, children entering kindergarten
must be five years old on or before August 1. Up until now, the cutoff was October 1.
The General Assembly changed the
law in 2012, based on the premise that
younger students may not be ready for
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kindergarten and may not get off to a
successful start. The change takes effect
for the 2017-18 school year, for which
schools will soon be registering students.
Parents/caretakers may request an

See KINDERGARTEN, page 2
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Hilltoppers travel to Clinton
Kay Presson

CAREY AWARD-WINNERS – Four Carey Counseling staff members who won coveted awards were
recognized at Wednesday’s board of directors meeting in Paris. From left: board president Dennis
Richardson, publisher of The Hickman County Gazette, Kerri Beth Springer who is the Camden Community Case Manager who won the Susan B. Kennon Award for Clinical Services, Brent Lewis, Nurse
Practitioner who won the Dr. Walter P. Griffey, Jr. Award for Outstanding New Employee, Annie Matthews, Camden Office Manager who won the Sybil Carey Covington Award for Support Services, and
Robert D. Vaughn, Executive Director. Not pictured is Darius Greer, Residential Tech, Trenton Group
Home, who won the Board of Directors Award for Residential Services. (Photo submitted)

Kindergarten

early enrollment option for those
students not meeting the entry
age requirement. Under KRS
158.030, districts must establish
a policy for an early enrollment
that includes an evaluation process to determine the child’s
readiness for school.
In 2015, the General Assembly amended this statute to allow
early admission students, enrolled under the district’s policy,
to be counted in the district’s average daily attendance (ADA) for
the calculation of SEEK.
Districts are allowed to charge
tuition for students admitted un-

HCEDA

planned last week. We installed a
drain last week where the farmers’ market pavilion will be built
and had a pre-bid meeting today
with 10 contractors about building the pavilion.”
Bids for the pavilion will be
opened at the judge-executive’s
office on January 31 at 1:30 p.m.
The pond stocking will begin in
February, with a total of 1,000
trout and 800 catfish put into the
lake during spring and fall.
Fulton-Hickman
Counties
Economic Development director
Wendy Puckett presented news
from a Fulton meeting earlier in
the day that candle manufacturer
MVP Group will move its Fulton operations, with 69 jobs, to
its home plant in Mayfield while
Kayser Automotive will expand
its Fulton operations by moving
into MVP’s Fulton building and
adding 100 jobs.

Kayser

ceive the official word Kayser
Automotive Systems USA, LP
would be expanding and ultimately acquiring the space in
Fulton’s Industrial Park having
been used by MVP Group, International.
MVP Group, International,
will be relocating their facility
to Mayfield.
Puckett first thanked a number of individuals, boards and
partnerships, including Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin, for helping “make Kentucky more competitive and business friendly.”
“Our administration is dedicated to establishing pro-business policies at every level,”
said Gov. Bevin. “We are excited for both Kayser Automotive
and MVP Group as they move
forward with this significant
expansion. We anticipate more
companies will follow in their
footsteps as we work with national, regional, county and
community level partners to
pave the way for every business
in Kentucky to prosper.”
“We appreciate the investment, trust and cooperation
which has been extended by all
parties and the unity and cooperation in this unprecedented,
difficult process associated with
two companies, two projects and
two communities. We believe
what we now have is a win-win
solution,” Puckett said.
Stefan Schutte, CEO of Kayser Automotive Systems USA,
LP said, “Three years ago, Kayser was introduced here. We are
growing, and during that time
we added Ford as a customer.”
Schutte also noted Kayser will
be now associated with Jeep
Wrangler and Mercedes, producing their products on the as-

der the district’s early admission
policy, but no more than they
charge students who meet the
age requirements for enrollment.
Therefore, if a district does not
charge tuition for resident students who are 5-years-old by the
cutoff date, then the district cannot charge tuition to resident students who are admitted under the
early admission policy. Similarly,
if the district does charge tuition
for non-resident students who
meet the cutoff date, then the
district can only charge the same
amount of tuition to non-resident
students who are admitted under

“Graves County has been very
cooperative about this move,”
Puckett said, “and it’s truly a
win-win for all.”
“That’s a net gain of 31 jobs,”
Pruitt said. “We are talking with
the human resources people at
Kayser, there are (employment)
brochures in our lobby, they’ve
held a job fair here, and we’ll
even give them this conference
room (to conduct interviews, etc.)
if they need it.”
Great River Roads director
Norma Pruitt told the group that
signs about the Great River Road
have been installed at two I-24
exits and that at least two more
will be installed, all paid for by
the state transportation cabinet.
She also said that the Kentucky
Tourism Cabinet has shown an
increase of direct tourist spending of almost $200,000 in Hickman County from 2011-2015, that

sembly lines.
“The problem was, we ran out
of space, We are happy to expand and make use of the MVP
building and have our equipment installed there,” he said,
adding the company will be
reaching out “looking for more
people” to employ.
The Fulton facility employs
about 60 people in manufacturing and assembling plastic injection-molded and metal parts.
Products include fuel tank components, engine and under-hood
parts, such as activated charcoal
canisters, valves, lines, filters
and vent ducting, as well vehicle interior components. Kayser
Fulton specializes in development and production from 3D
simulation to detailed manufacturing to comprehensive testing,
all using the latest technologies.
Rodney Bohannon, Vice President and GM of MVP Group,
International echoed the sentiment of how “everyone can win”
with the announcement, sharing
how Mary Propes, the company’s founder had her roots in
Mayfield, starting in 1999 with
the home fragrance company.
“We have some great people
here in the Fulton plant and we
will offer all 69 fulltime employees a position in our Mayfield
facility. We understand that not
all of them will be able to make
the transfer, but we also have
our Union City, Tenn. distribution center where there could be
transfers,” Bohannon said.
He also offered appreciation
to Gov. Bevin for providing
“tools to support businesses in
Kentucky”.
Fulton
County-Hickman
County Economic Development
Partnership board chairman

continued from page 1

the district’s early admission policy.
However, districts cannot
charge tuition to any students
who are eligible for free/reduced
price meals.
Additional information can be
found on the Kentucky Department of Education’s website at
http://bit.ly/ EarlyEntranceKindergarten.
Specific questions about kindergarten enrollment and the
district’s early admission policy
should be directed to the local
school district in which the student lives.
continued from page 1

space for advertisers is still available on the National Geographic
website, and she encouraged the
community to help identify trails
and local roads that will attract
more visitors to the county for
publicizing.
Pruitt reported to the authority
that Tri-County Equipment continues to be a great neighbor and
co-owner of the industrial site;
that Peerless Premier is holding
steady at 84 employees; and that
Acee’s Market’s projected opening date of March 1 has been
pushed ahead to late spring because of weather that has caused
construction delays. (Later last
week, the concrete pad was
poured and exterior framing
walls put up.)
The group went into closed
session at the end of the meeting.
Next regularly scheduled meeting is April 18.
continued from page 1

Greg Pruitt encouraged future
joint projects relating to economic development between
two or more counties and two or
more communities, focusing on
regional visions.
“The Fultons and the Clintons can’t do it on our own. Each
community is different, but we
all want jobs” he said, adding
the areas of Tourism and Transportation should also be examined from a joint partnership
perspective.
Fulton County Judge-Executive Jim Martin praised the state
legislators for the recent “right
to work law, important on this
state line, as a competitive issue” and commended them for
the prevailing wage law being
“gone”.
Other speakers at the podium Tuesday morning included Fulton Mayor David Prater,
Mayfield Mayor Teresa Rochetti-Cantrell, Dave Anderson,
Graves County Economic Development Board Chair, Graves
County Judge Executive Jesse
Perry, and Ryan Drane, Graves
County Economic Development
President.
The complex deal took
months to assemble, and includes modification various existing financial incentives and
jobs-related agreements, equipment purchase plans and relocation logistics.
Parties involved include representatives from both companies, county economic development groups, the Delta Regional
Authority, local elected officials and the Kentucky Cabinet
for Economic Development. A
memorandum of understanding
was signed recently, detailing
the plan.

The members of Hilltoppers
enjoyed a wonderful meeting
and meal at Green Valley Missionary Baptist Church in Clinton Jan. 19 at 10 a.m.
Those of us who attended the
meeting were: Bro. Eugene and
Johnie Mae McDonald, Martha
Smith, Martha Holbrook, Katie
Loving, Martha Thomas, Bro.
Max and Ina Cooper, Darlene
Vaughn, Betty Crisp, Rose Pirtle, Mary Ann Russell, Bro. Tom
Hoskins, Faye Spraggs, Emmie
Garnett, “Anonymouse,” and
Kay Presson.
And, since the wonderful
person I nicknamed “Anonymouse,” had rather not have
their actual name publicized,
and had rather be known as
“Anonymous,” I did ask if the
name could be “Anonymouse,”
and was graciously given consent, and we did both have a
good laugh.
At the beginning of the meeting, Bro. Max Cooper welcomed
everyone. Emmie Garnett gave
him a “thank you” card from

Campbell

being shared and both the City
Clerk and Assistant Clerk were
learning all departments and job
duties. At this time, we do not
have an Assistant Clerk. We will
possibly try to fill this position
at a later date.
Police: At this time, we have
four officers. Due to budget concerns, we are not filling the fifth
officer position at this time. If
and when the budget issues are
resolved, we will consider filling
the position.
Maintenance: The department
is still in need of a lift so that we
can more efficiently complete
jobs within this department.
The leasing of a backhoe has
allowed us to complete jobs that
we could not afford to contract
out. We have made extreme improvements in this department

Hickman

Two western Kentucky manufacturers and communities will
benefit, noted Gov. Matt Bevin.
“Kayser Automotive Systems
USA plans to hire 100 additional employees as it elands into a
facility next door to its current
plant in Fulton.” Making the $26
million expansion possible, the
building’s current tenant, MVP
Group International, will move its
69 current jobs to its nearby plant
in Mayfield, where it will consolidate its manufacturing of scented
candles.
The county is researching ways
to relieve them of the burden of
the former Hickman County jail
building. “It is the biggest burden
the county has financially,” added
Hickman County Attorney Jason
Batts. “We have looked into selling it and we have reviewed the
state law and it has to be sold for
a lawful purpose and the county
must make a written determination fully describing a few things.
Those items include a description
of the real estate and the intended
use of the real estate as an acquisition and why it is in the public’s
best interest to sell it. The final
thing requires the utilization of
certain methods of sale, either
public auction, electronic auction (on line) or sealed bids.” The
county has to go through one of
the processes, if it fails, they can
give it to a realtor to list it for sale.
The next step was for the county
to possibly seek advice from an
auctioneer like James R. Cash and
to come up with an asking price.
The 2016 Reconciliation of the
Hickman County Clerk’s budget
was reviewed with County Clerk
Jimbo Berry present during the
Hickman County Fiscal Court

Mayfield Shopping Plaza

1102 Paris Road, Mayfield, KY
Like us on Facebook
www.princessofmayfield.com
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the Puerto Rican Outreach mission. Leaders of the team were
the First Methodist Church “Joy
Group.” The trips were described.
Bro. Max said, “it is good to
have Bro. Tom Hoskins here.”
He then prayed and blessed the
food. A special prayer was said
for the approaching Inauguration ceremony, Friday, Jan. 20.
In the devotion, the “Oneness
with God” was described. Bro.
Max stated he has run into people who struggle with belief of
God. “When Jesus was on earth,
that’s where God was.”
He described a funeral he attended and spoke of in the service the couple who had passed
away would not be married in
Heaven. “We will be closer in
Heaven than we were on Earth,”
he then said. He read Matthew
12:46-50, and asked “What
is the will of God? God is not
willing that any will perish.”
He then spoke of John 17:20,
saying “the High Priestly
Prayer, the entire 17th chapter
is the prayer.” Bro. Max again
prayed, after which Emmie

Garnett presented the Treasurer’s Report. After the report, the
December trip and meeting was
discussed.
The trip was to The Kentucky
Opry, and it was stated that the
event was wonderful.
The next Hilltopper meeting
will be held on Feb. 16 at 10:30
a.m. at Luke’s in Arlington.
Prayer requests were accepted
as follows: Shirley Evans who
is scheduled to have knee replacement surgery in February,
Bill Grogan, Betty Crisp, our
nation, Darlene Vaughn, Emma
Fay Rains who is Bro. Max and
Ina’s great granddaughter.
Bro. Eugene McDonald was
thanked for the hospitality, and
friendship, and for the use of
Green Valley Missionary Baptist Church in which the Hilltopper meeting was held. Bro.
Eugene prayed, and stated,
“there is not but one race, the
human race.”
Bro. Tom Hoskins then blessed the food, and we all enjoyed
the delicious potluck meal. After the meeting, a movie, “The
Encounter,” was viewed.
continued from page 1

and will continue to work on all
the issues at hand.
Sewer system: The system is
in good working condition. In
April 2016 the City decided to
work with Bio-Chem due to the
issues of compliance with all
KPDES permit requirements.
The system has made extreme
improvements. The only issues
we have had are the ammonia
reading. It has been advised
that we may need an aerator to
address this issue. The communication with Utilities Inc. has
improved. At some time the City
needs to assume the operation of
the (water) system.
Gas system: The system is
in excellent working condition.
Our customer base is about the
same. Due to inclement weather that we have experienced, it

would be beneficial to increase
our customer base and explore
taking over the operation of the
system.
Revenue: The City’s revenues
are in fair condition. We need to
explore ways to increase revenue. The cost of living continues
to rise; our property tax base
has not increased since 2005.
Our gas system is a large part
of our General Fund and due to
inclement weather, those funds
struggle at times. The Council
needs to expand and explore
ways to correct these issues. We
cannot stay on the same path
that has gone on for the past 20
years. All debt obligations for
this budget have been met and
all operating expenses incurred
have been paid without additional debt.

meeting on Tuesday evening, Jan.
17. “Excess fees turned over a little more than $46,000 this year,”
he said. “Everything looked
pretty good.” The 2017 County
Clerk’s budget and maximum salary schedule was also reviewed
with minor changes noted by
Berry, which was approved by the
Fiscal Court.
Hickman County Sheriff Mark
Green, also present, asked for two
amendments to the Sheriff’s Budget, which were approved after
some clarification.
Additionally, it was noted by
Judge Wilson that the county received $150,000 from the Hickman County Economic Development Authority (HCEDA) for
Rotary Park and Norma Pruitt is
working on a grant for additional
funding for the park. “If and when
we receive this grant, we will
have enough funding to complete
Rotary Park,” stated Hickman
County Judge/Executive Kenny
Wilson on Tuesday, Jan. 17 during
the Fiscal Court meeting. Judge
Wilson also noted that progress
was continuing at the Park and
currently there are 83 trees located on the property.
“The Rotary Park committee is
proceeding and the Master Gardeners continue to plan,” added
Judge Wilson. “There is a lot go-

continued from page 1
ing on and we do appreciate the
funding from the HCEDA.” The
bidding processes for the pavilion
and bathrooms have begun and
bids will be opened on January 31
at 1:30 p.m.
Hickman County is also working with MaryAnne Medlock and
the PADD office on the county’s
work skills. “MaryAnne is assisting us and we work to train our
work force a little better,” explained Judge Wilson. “You will
see that coming up with regard
to our Work Ready progress, we
are fine tuning that to help people
get that certificate in their hands
if they decide to go to work for
companies like Kayser or somewhere else, it will help them get
a leg up.”
“It is a very positive step forward,” added Wendy Puckett
“We are also excited abut the
new nursing home plans and the
announcement that ICF recently
made with plans to locate across
from Rotary Park,” added Judge
Wilson. Michael Gregory, Transportation Engineer for Region 1,
will be in Hickman County to
meet with them.
Members of the Fiscal Court
then went into closed session to
discuss personnel. They are slated
to reconvene in regular session on
Monday, Feb. 20. at 6 p.m.

ATC

taking these classes. We are all
very excited about this new development.”
The Fulton County ATC is
partnering with WKCTC to offer welding classes at night at
the ATC taught by the Fulton
County ATC teacher, Will Greer.

continued from page 1

According to Owen, Principal
Terry Sullivan is working with
WKCTC to develop an adult
welding program that will allow
adults in the class to obtain their
industry certification in welding
preparing them for welding jobs
available in our region.
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Our country’s leadership

Outside church organizations,
there were only three prominent
civic groups in Lennox Valley
during my teenage years.
The VFW post was formed in
the 1920s by local veterans who
served in the Spanish-American
War and World War I. A focus of
the group was to foster camaraderie among United States veterans
of overseas conflicts.
In the 1960s, a few local citizens
formed the Ruritan Club. Never
quite as prominent as the VFW,
the Ruritans’ motto was, “To serve
The Valley with fellowship, goodwill, and community service.”
While both espoused civic duty,
there was a third group in our
community which seemed to attract more attention than either the
VFW or Ruritans.
The Auburn Hat Society of
Lennox Valley was made up of

women, 50 years and older, who
possessed qualities befitting members of such a society. One requirement of membership was to
wear a bright auburn hat to each
meeting.
Occasionally women younger
than 50 asked to take part in Society gatherings. They were sometimes allowed to participate, as
long as they wore a light orange fedora. Fedoras of such colors being
difficult to find, it was rare younger women attended the meetings.
Outsiders often commented the
requirement was simply to keep
them out of the group.
There was a reason for this. The
secrets of the Auburn Hat Society
were tightly guarded. Meetings
took place at various places, but always in public areas. Since no outsiders were allowed in the group,
only members of the Society knew

what important matters were discussed. Not even husbands were
privy to inside information.
To nonmembers, the obvious
question was “Why meet in public
if your meetings are secret?”
The question alone indicates
they have missed the point entirely, because the real reason for the
existence of the Auburn Hat Society was twofold: To be seen and to
have fun being seen.
At the October meeting of the
Auburn Hat Society, Vera Pinrod
sported a bright auburn cowboy
hat. Once awarded National Auburn Hatter of the Year, the highest honor bestowed on a member,
Vera took great care to be a model
president. Wanda Jones donned a
tulle-trimmed affair that stood out
among the group.
Before the days of Google, outsiders had few resources to learn
about the Society. Little did they
know the official purpose of the
Auburn Hatters was to “promote
periods of respite from the cares
and drudgery of everyday life in
which members gather for no other purpose than to play.”
The October meeting was an especially celebratory affair, as the
club took a “journey” to Springfield, our county seat, to feast at
Red Lobster.
With only a couple of eateries in
The Valley, it was quite a treat to
travel 16 miles for dinner at a luxurious restaurant. Though she was
normally the most vocal opponent
of alcohol being served in Valley
eating establishments, Vera either

Choosing to build on a solid
foundation
This Presidential election has
caused a lot of stress and frustration to say the least. Each campaign relied on the same strategy
of trying to intentionally scare and
convince voters about what would
happen if the other candidate took
office and to some degree - both
sides had a valid point. Sadly, it
was reported that both candidates
were more strongly disliked than

any nominees in the past ten presidential cycles. For those who believe in praying for God’s will to
be accomplished and the importance of submitting to governing
authority, the 2016 election has
left many wondering if the best
person actually won. Whatever
your worldviews, the Lord wants
to encourage you today with hope
and joy about who He is!
Yes, we live in a time of concern, but if we allow ourselves to

become despaired and discouraged about the political system,
we are certainly not helping our
blood-pressure and our negative
attitude can actually cause us to
become a bitter and miserable
person. The problem with being
overly focused on negative events
that “might” happen is that we
lose focus on the positive and
definite things we could be doing.
Fighting and stressing about who
sits in the Oval Office will not

Peculiar Habits

The ladies of the Auburn Hat Society
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Do you enjoy
interacting with
the citizens of
HICKMAN COUNTY?

Do you think it's important to keep the citizens of Hickman County
informed about city and county government, the school system and the
actions taken which have an eﬀect on this community?
WE ARE IN SEARCH OF A RESPONSIBLE, COMMUNITY-MINDED
INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD BE INTERESTED IN REPORTING ON
EVENTS IN HICKMAN COUNTY, AS WELL AS TAKING PHOTOS, FOR
PUBLICATION IN THE HICKMAN COUNTY GAZETTE.
Experience not necessary, however transportation, computer access,
good communication skills, and the ability to write is a plus. This is a full
time position.

Interested persons may forward a resume by email to Leadernews@bellsouth.net, by fax to 270-472-1129, or by mail to GAZETTE CORRESPONDENT, % P.O. BOX
1200, Fulton, KY. 42041. Please include name and contact number.

I got this topic in a Letter to the Editor of a larger newspaper in
another area and thought about the point that it made.
Like the writer of that letter, we recently returned from a long
plane trip across the country. None of us knew the pilots. In fact,
on most legs of the trip we never saw or met the
pilots.
MY VIEW
We didn’t know if he was one that had been up
all night or had been drinking. We don’t know if
he was suicidal. All we know is the flight attendants made sure we were buckled into our seats
prior to take offs and again before landings. All
take offs and landings went very smoothly,
I expect the pilots were capable and experienced.
After all we were on a major airline.
DENNIS
When we travel by air we put our lives in the
RICHARDSON
hands of those who fly the aircrafts. We just sit
back in our narrow seats and enjoy the trip. When
we land the biggest concern is whether or not our bags made it and
finding ground transportation. We had people taking us to the airports and picking us up, so no worries there.
There are other plane trips in the future and we won’t scrutinize
the resumes of our pilots.
There have been a lot of marching, complaining, and even destruction connected with the inauguration of Donald J. Trump as this nation’s 45th president. We may have voted for him and we may have
voted for someone else. Some didn’t even vote.
We have a new president who will lead our country like the pilot
on the plane. Just like the ones prior, we should get behind him and
lend our part in support.
In four years we have the opportunity to make a change. In the
meanwhile, we need to just enjoy the ride and send up a lot of prayers.
forgot her reservations concerning
What’s your opinion? Let us know.
“the Devil’s brew” while out of
town or simply stuck by her assertion strawberry mojito was “nothDear Dave,
ing more than Sprite with a kick.”
Turn off the television, sit
Official business consisted of
down with her, and have a kind
My friend and I are room- but firm conversation. Let her
selecting a parade queen to represent the Society in the upcoming mates, and we’ve always had an know that the roommate agreeagreement that we split each of ment is no longer working beValley Christmas parade.
the bills fif- cause she isn’t paying her bills
Helen Walker, parade queen for
ty-fifty. We on time. Make sure she underthe previous 11 years was nomiboth
work stands that the two of you are not
nated and selected in less than 40
and have de- going to be able to stay there toseconds, leaving ample time to
cent
jobs, gether anymore unless she starts
enjoy mojitos and traipse around
but for the paying on time. You might also
the restaurant in their flamboyant
last couple of ask if she needs help budgeting
headgear.
months she’s her money. I mean, if she’s got
An unstated rule was each
been really a good job her money has to be
member took a “royal potty break”
late in paying going somewhere, right? The
at least twice during dinner to alher half of the problem is that it’s not going to
low diners to admire their headbills. She says the proper places.
wear and wonder what important
she’s broke. I
I know you think that by being
business was being carried out in
don’t want to be mean, but how subtle or avoiding the situation
secret.
As the group left Red Lobster, can I approach her about this sit- you’re being nice, but you’re not.
Vera stopped in her tracks, watch- uation?
You’re being passive-aggressive.
Alice
ing a silver Dodge Stratus pulling
You just have to smile and say,
out of the parking lot.
“This isn’t going to happen anyDear Alice,
“Did anyone else see that?” she
more. You’re going to get your
I understand that you don’t act together, and I’ll help you all
asked.
“See what?” asked Rhonda want to be mean to a friend, but I can, but you need to start paysituations like this should be ad- ing on time or the roommate sitGraham.
“That car. I’m sure I saw Ray- dressed quickly and directly. No uation is over.”
mond Cooper and A.J. Fryerson in matter whether you’re talking
Is that tough love? No, it’s just
about friendships or business love.
that car.”
“How many ‘Sprites with a dealings, to be unclear is to be
—Dave
kick’ did you have?” bellowed unkind.
Helen Walker.
The parade of Auburn Hatters
ter, why wouldn’t you use the
roared with laughter, but Vera
Dear Dave,
cash laying around to pay off the
stood still, contemplating what she
My wife and I owe $90,000 house? It’s the same thing.
was sure she had just seen.
The first thing you want to
Watch for Lennox Valley: The on our mortgage, and we have
no other debt. We are able to consider is having an emergenBook coming soon.
save about $20,000 a year, so cy fund of three to six months of
change what happened, however, we could have the house paid off expenses. You also need to make
if we can direct our attention to in just over four years. She likes sure you’re putting aside 15 perthe real purpose why we are here the idea of having lots of money cent of your income for retirewhich is to pray and seek God’s saved up, but I would love to be ment. Other than that, if you have
face, we can continue being spir- completely debt-free. Should we enough cash laying around to pay
itually effective for His glory. pay off the house or hang on to off your home and you don’t, it’s
From a Christian perspective, let the savings?
the same thing as having borus consider that Jesus never ran
Jason
rowed on your home in order to
for office even though the polithave cash laying around.
ical atmosphere in His day was
Dear Jason,
If I’m in your shoes, as soon
also aggressive and at the center
Let’s pretend your house is al- as the emergency fund is in place
of attention. It was not that Jesus ready paid for in full. Would you — six months of expenses since
was uninformed or did not care borrow on your home so that you your wife likes the security facabout society, but rather He sim- had enough cash that your wife tor — and 15 percent is being put
ply chose to not allow politics to liked it? You say you wouldn’t, away for retirement, I’d take the
distract Him from His mission so what’s the difference? If you other money and throw it at the
– and neither are we. He had no had a paid-for house and you house. Get that thing paid off as
intention of becoming a political wouldn’t borrow on it to have fast as you can!
candidate nor was He seeking cash laying around to feel bet—Dave
votes, but His agenda has always
been devoted to searching for the
* Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey Solutions. He has authored
hearts of those who would believe seven best-selling books, including The Total Money Makeover. The
in Him.
Dave Ramsey Show is heard by more than 12 million listeners each
The message of Jesus relays week on 575 radio stations and multiple digital platforms. Follow
that government is not our highest Dave on the web at daveramsey.com and on Twitter at @DaveRpriority, but instead emphasizes amsey.
the focus should be our relationship with God and reflecting the
HIDE! “And the word of the even as Ananias and Sapphira
light of His love. The Jewish peo- LORD came unto him (Eliah) who pretended to give much to
ple were hoping He would step saying…hide thyself” (1Kings the Lord wanting applause and
forward as their king who would 17:2,3). Here was the great acclaim. Unlike the poor widow
establish heaven-on-earth and prophet who stood before the who gave all she had, two mites,
deliver them from the political wicked king, Ahab, and declared all her living and would have
stronghold of the Roman Empire. in the name of the LORD God drawn no attention to himself
However, He was trying to teach that for three years there would had not Jesus done so.
The apostle Paul summed it
them (and us today) how to live as be no rain and then went and hid
up this way: “For I say, through
a spiritual citizen of heaven while himself for three years.
How many folk, if by their the grace given unto me, to evalso functioning in this earthly
realm at the same time. This is words could shut up heaven (v1), ery man that is among you, not
not easy, but when men and wom- would go hide? Is it not the very to think of himself more highly
en allow God to transform their nature in us to rather want to ex- than he ought to think…” (Rominds and souls, we will see love, hibit ourselves, to show ourselves, mans 12:3). A broken and conto promote trite heart God will not despise.
peace and compassion flourish.
o u r s e l v e s , Humble yourself that God may
The condition of the world is a
and to seek exalt you in due time. God is
direct result of the way humans
power and quite able to find you when he
think and act. True greatness has
r e c o g n i - needs you for anything. He opens
nothing to do with wealth or intion
for and closes all the doors that realfluence but has everything to do
o u r s e l v e s? ly matter. It was God, not Adam,
with the spiritual foundation we
There is this who invented hide and seek!
are building our life upon.
latent desire
Here, it seems, is the whole
Dr. Holland lives in Central
in us to draw crux of the matter, offer yourself,
Kentucky with his wife Cheryl,
attention to hide yourself, humble yourself,
where he is a Christian author,
o u r s e l v e s , and trust God to know what is
outreach minister and communioften
ever best for you, believing He will
ty chaplain. To learn more visit:
so
subtle, do it.
billyhollandministries.com

To be unclear is to be unkind

Savings vs Pay Off
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Check the fishing shop if you lose husband at mall
Maybe you heard about the woman who was
shopping with her husband in a crowded mall,
when, first thing she knows, he’s nowhere to be
found.
She was angry and grabbed the phone out of
her purse to call and ask him where he was.
In a soft voice, he said: “Do you remember the
jewelry store we went into a couple years ago,
when you saw that diamond necklace that you
loved but that we couldn’t afford to buy, and I
told you I would get it for you one day?”
The wife choked up. Tears welled in her eyes.
“Yes,” she said, “I do remember that.”
“Well,” he replied, “I’m in the fishing tackle
shop across from it.”
That old tale, shared by Regina Short of Bean
Station, Tenn., is a reminder of the times when
someone who was supposed to be helping us
were slack in their responsibilities. When that
happens, we’re left to do more than our share
of work. While it’s disappointing when that
happens, it also helps us understand the Bible’s
teaching about the great value of working together.
“Two are better than one, because they have
a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one
will lift up the other. But woe to him who is alone
when he falls and has not another to lift him up.
Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but
how can one keep warm alone? And though a
man might prevail against one who is alone, two

will withstand him” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).
Back in the summer, I was trying to clean some
of the aquatic plants out of our farm pond and
was making very slow progress when my daughter, Emily, came along and joined in. We had a
ball that afternoon, sloshing around in the water
along the edge of that pond, but we got the job
done in half the time.
About 10 of us from work volunteered not long
ago to spruce up a homeless shelter with a new
coat of paint in the sleeping area. I shudder to
think how long that would have taken if just one
of us did all that work. All of us working together
got it done 10 times faster than one could have.
The point is, we tend to remember with great
appreciation those times when someone came
alongside us to help us with difficult tasks, especially those that would have been impossible for
us to accomplish alone. And that takes us to Jesus, who showed up when we most needed Him
and did for us what we couldn’t possibly do for
ourselves by bringing us salvation.
For those who have trusted in Jesus, there will
never be a time when they look around and find
He’s not there.
While our shopping partner may ditch us for a
fishing tackle shop, Jesus will never leave us nor
forsake us.
Roger Alford offers words of encouragement to
residents of America’s heartland. Reach him at
rogeralford1@gmail.com.
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Recycling
Recycling will take place Saturday, Jan. 28 from 8 a.m.-noon
at the county barn.
Trainings
The Fulton County Cooperative Extension Agency, through
the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and
Environment will sponsor Private Applicator Trainings Jan.
26 at 9 a.m. and Feb. 2 at 6 p.m.
at the Fulton County Extension
Office, 2114 Seventh St., Hickman. For more information,
contact the office at 270-2362351.

For Your Information

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS

will be held Feb, 7 at Lowry
Farms in Pilot Oak. Registration and Trade Show begins at 8
a.m. Topics include Application
Technology and Proper Use of
Adjuvants, Weed Resistance and
Dicamba Tolerant Soybean Herbicide Technology, Spray Programs, Sprayer Tips and Drift
Control. Private Applicator Pesticide Training available, with a
meal catered by Southern Reds.
For more information, contact
Fulton County Extension Office, 270-236-2351; Hickman
County Extension Office, 270653-2231; Carlisle County Extension Office, 270-628-5458;
or Graves County Extension Office, 270-247-2334.

VA Clinic, 1253 Paris Rd. Veterans and families will be seen
by appointment, walk-ins will
be scheduled an appointment.
For more information please
contact Ron McClure, Regional
Field Representative, Kentucky
Department of Veterans Affairs
(KDVA) at (270) 247-2455 ext.
73905, or email ronald.mcclure@ky.gov.
Meetings
A Pesticide Recertification
Dates meeting will be held Jan.
30 at 12 noon at the Hickman
County Extension Office.

Assistance for Veterans
Veterans and their families
will be provided counseling and
assistance in filing claims for
state and federal benefits Jan.
24 - 26, Feb. 1 – 2, 10 a.m. –
2:30 p.m., in Mayfield, at the

Commodities
The Mission House distributes CSFP (Cheese) Commodities monthly to Hickman County residents who are 60 years or
over, meet the income guidelines, and are pre-registered.
Pick up dates are Thursday and
Friday after the third Tuesday
of each month.

Are you ready for a change?
Do you want to live a healthy
life? If so, then consider participating in the GET FIT Challenge sponsored by the Hickman
County Extension Service. This
challenge will allow individuals
and/ or teams a supportive environment to reach healthy goals.
The GET FIT Challenge is
a spinoff of the Biggest Loser
competition offered in the coun-

ty the past seven years. GET FIT
offers eight weeks of Weigh in,
Online Support or Face to Face
Support Class, Individual /Team
competition with a weekly Monday weigh in and FIT challenges. Individuals or Teams can include up to six people at least one
member of the team should work
or reside in Hickman County.
GET FIT Challenge will offer
online support and a menu of

face-to-face classes, which will
include opportunities for education, physical activity and recipe
tasting.
GET FIT Challenge will begin on Jan. 30 and last for eight
weeks ending March 27. Preregistration is required by Jan. 27.
Registration Packets are available at the Hickman County Extension Office or on Jan. 26 at 1
p.m. or 5 p.m. at the GET FIT

Hello to everyone….Our time
continues to be moving pretty
quickly again this year. January
will soon be gone. Last week
was a good week around here.
We got our tree redecorated.
It is now a Valentine Tree. If
you want to help, come by and
someone will help you add a
special heart. It looks very nice.
We have some talented folks
that hang out here.
This is our fundraiser week.
Therefore, we will be having
Chili or Vegetable Soup Day.
A pimento cheese sandwich

will be included for $5 on Thursday January 26. Serving and delivery will start at 11. I did get
the phone # and fax# on these
tickets per request. Feel free to
call and place an order even if
you plan to come in and eat with
us. We will be glad to see you.
Menus coming:
Wednesday Jan. 25—HB on
Bun, Relish/Veg Plate, Baked
Beans, Baked Potatoes, Banana
and Skim Milk
Thursday Jan. 26—Vegetable Soup, Egg Salad Sandwich,
Crackers. Tropical Fruit Cup

Winter Ag Conference
The Annual Winter Ag Conference, sponsored and coordinated by the University of
Kentucky Cooperative Extension and Young Farmer Advisors serving Calloway, Carlisle,
Fulton, Hickman, Graves, Marshall and McCracken Counties
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p.m.
Every Monday:
• Clinton City Council meets
• AA meets at 8 p.m. at First first Monday of the month at 5
United Methodist Church in p.m. at Clinton City Hall.
Clinton.
• Columbus City Council
meets at 6 p.m., the first MonSecond Monday:
day of the month at Columbus
• Library Board meets the City Hall.
second Monday at the library at
4 p.m.
• The Mission House is open
• The Hickman Co. Arts
Council will meet the fourth
Monday of each month at 4 p.m.
at the Young Center. The public
is invited to attend. www.hickHELP WANTED
mancoarts.com.
The Hickman County Senior Citizens is now acceptEvery Wednesday:
• 7 a.m. - Community Prayer ing applications for a Senior
Service at First United Method- Center Adm./Director position. Stewardship qualities are
ist Church.
•The Hickman Co. Museum needed in all areas…….. The
is open every Wednesday from deadline for applications is
February 3, 2017 at 12 noon.
1 - 4 p.m.
• Hickman Co. Memori- Applications are available at
al Library is open Tuesday
through Friday from 2 - 5 p.m.
and Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30

Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays
and first Saturday of the month.
• The Hickman Co. Historical and Genealogical Society
Center is open Wednesday and
Saturdays from 1 - 4 p.m. For
appointment, call LaDonna
Latham at 653-4190 or Norma
Gene Humphreys at 653-6208.

CLASSIFIEDS
the center 8-4 Mon-Fri. If you
have any further questions
call 270-653-4314.

SERVICES

RAY’S BACKHOE Service Septic systems installed certified installer also backhoe
work gravel & dirt hauling and
driveway work free estimates.
677-4641 or 254-0401.

Hickman County Extension Service
to coordinate Get Fit Challenge

Informational Meetings.
All individuals and one team
member who sign up must attend
a GET FIT Informational Meeting.
Cost is $10 per person and
will be put in two prize pots
with Team Winner receive 50%,
Team 2nd Place 30% and Team
3rd Place 20%, respectively Top
Individual Male and Female will
each receive 50% of the Individual Prize Pot.
If you would like to participate or need more information
please call 653-2231.  Educational programs of the University
of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex,
and Skim Milk
religion, disability or national
Friday Jan. 27—Italian Baked origin.
Chicken, Pasta Salad, Peas,
Roll, Grapes and Skim Milk
Monday Jan. 30—Chicken
Cacciatore, Spaghetti Noodles,
Green Beans, Roll , Ice Cream
and Skim Milk
Tuesday Jan. 31—Chicken
Fried Steak, Mashed Potatoes,
Baby Lime Beans, Roll, Fruit
Cup and Skim Milk
Wednesday Feb. 1—Pork
Roast, Buttered Potatoes, Buttered Spinach, Roll, Peach Delight and Skim Milk.

Sell It
With
The
Find A Job • Sell A Car • Rent A House

Your low cost classified ad in
The Hickman County Gazette,
The Hickman Courier, The
Carlisle Weekly, or The Fulton
Leader will help you turn
unwanted items into cash. Only
$6 for 20 words - 10¢ each
additional word for one paper or
$8.50 for 20 words - 20¢ each
additional word for 2 papers!

I Want My Ad To Read:

$5.00/$8.50
$5.10/$8.70

$5.20/$8.90

$5.30/$9.10

$5.40/$9.30

$5.50/$9.50

$5.60/$9.70

$5.70/$9.90

$5.80/$10.10

$5.90/$10.30

$6.00/$10.50

Please be sure to include your name and phone number as well as a check or credit card information for payment.

Remit to: The HIckman County Gazette, P.O. Box 200• Clinton, KY 42031
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Sports/News

HCHS
Falcons
lose to
Carlisle
in Classic
Jan. 18
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

LOOKING TO PASS – Hickman County Falcon, Dalton Jewell, #11, looks to pass the ball. (Photo by
Lauren Pittman.)

Lady Falcons win vs. FCHS
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

Falcons and Falcons hosted the
Lady Pilots and Pilots from Fulton County on Friday, Jan. 3.
The Hickman County Lady
The Lady Falcons were lead-

ing at the end of the first quarter with a score of 8-7. The Lady
Falcons began to fall behind at
halftime with a score of 16-14.
The Lady Falcons continued to
trail the Lady Pilots at the end of
the third quarter with a score of
28-23. The Lady Falcons fought
hard and began to gain a lead on
the Lady Pilots.
The Lady Falcons went on to
win the game with a final score
of 45-40. The Lady Falcons were
led by Chelsea Johnson with 17
points.
The Falcons began with a lead
at the end of the first quarter with
a score of 19-16. They began to
fall behind the Pilots at halftime
with a score of 28-33. The Falcons continued to trail at the end
of the third quarter with a score
of 37-44.
The Falcons worked hard but
still fell short at the end of the
fourth quarter. The Pilots won
GOING TO THE LINE – Dalton Jewell, #11, makes his way to the line with a final score was 55-61. The
to shoot free-throws. Also pictured is Logan Pittman, #24. (Photo by Falcons were led by Logan PittLauren Pittman)
man with 20 points.

The Hickman County Falcons traveled to Mayfield County High School to play Carlisle
County in the All-A Classic on
Wednesday, Jan. 18.
The Falcons started off with
a narrow lead at the end of the
first quarter with a score ahead
by two, 12-10.
The Falcons began to fall
short to the Comets at halftime
with a score of 20-24.
The Falcons were still trailing at the end of the third quarter with a score of 36-33.
The Falcons worked hard but
still fell short at the end of the
fourth quarter.
The Carlisle County Comets
won with a final score of 55-46.
The Falcons were led by Junior, Dalton Jewell, with 22
points.

Clinton

glad to have these resources to
use now.”
Also involving the police department, the mayor presented
Resolution 2016-12-04, regarding authorization of the mayor
to apply to the Kentucky Office
of Homeland Security for equipment and/or services by executing documentation, preparing a
memorandum of understanding,
and any other necessary materials to request funds. Any request
for help under $20,000 requires
submission of three quotes; requests over $20,000 are governed by state law.
Chief Natividad told the council the project that would qualify for such funds is purchase of
new Tasers. “This is a blanket
agreement that will also cover (requests) if another project
comes up (at some other time),”
he said. The resolution was
passed by unanimous vote of the
council.
An interlocal agreement with

Academy

Hickman County’s graduation
rate is 100% with only one year
at 98.1%,” stated Owen.
Another average at 100% in
Hickman County is their College
and Career Readiness (CCR)
rate. “The state average for CCR
is 68.5%,” noted Owen. “Additionally, Hickman County’s level
of proficiency is also above the
state average. The state average
is 67.7% and Hickman County’s
number this year is 73.5% and
was 80.1% last year.”
The state average for ACT
test scores is currently 19.5 and
Hickman County’s is above that
at 20.6.
All Hickman County seniors
now take the Work Keys test,
which has been made possible
by funding from the Hickman
County Economic Development
Authority.
This year 100% of Hickman

ARCHERY ACTION – The Hickman County Falcon Elementary Archery team was in action Saturday,
Jan. 21 at the SHMS Classic in Madisonville. Cora Clark placed fourth in the elementary girls’ division
with a score of 248. Callie Douglas placed fifth in the same division with a score of 247. Nathan Gallimore placed 16th in the elementary boys’ division with a personal best of 240. James Clark scored
229 and Kassey Douglas scored 215. Both elementary and high school teams will be competing Saturday, Jan. 28 in Regionals at Marshall County High School. (Photo submitted)

Dependable individual interested in covering and reporting on
middle school and high school
sports in Hickman County and
Fulton County.
Reliable transportation necessary, and knowledge of photography helpful, as well as good
communication skills and writing skills. Computer accessibility also a must.
This is a fulltime position, to cover sports for the Hickman Courier and the
Hickman County Gazette.

Send resume, along with name and contact information to COURIER/GAZETTE
SPORTS, % P.O. Box 1200, Fulton, KY 42041, or email to Leadernews@bellsouth.net or
fax to 270-472-1129

ELKS HOOP SHOOT WINNERS – Justice Midyett is the district
winner for ages 10 to 11 girls, and Brooklyn Naranjo is the district winner for ages8 to 9 girls. They will compete for the Kentucky
State Elks hoop shoot on Feb. 11 in Frankfort. (Photo submitted)

continued from page 1

the Hickman County fiscal court
to provide assistance to the city
for general road maintenance
including upkeep during periods of inclement winter weather
was also passed by a unanimous
vote. This agreement will renew automatically for two more
years after the first, for a total of
three years, if neither party has
given written notice to cancel
the agreement within one calendar year.
The council voted to table
a vote on amending the 20162017 budget. The mayor said
that when officer Snapper Seaton left the force, his remaining salary was put back into the
budget. “We looked at the areas
that were running close and put
money into those areas to stay
within the budget,” she said. Areas included among those where
funds were redistributed were
the street department, phone and
utilities, and mayor and council
travel.

The council wanted more discussion about revenue sources
for the city, specifically about
assuming ownership of the gas
system, and suggested putting
that discussion on the February
agenda. “Make it happen,” the
mayor said. “Put a committee
together and have your suggestions on my desk a week in advance of our next meeting.”
A motion to appoint a mayor
pro tem was made that would allow for appointment of such person on a case by case basis; the
motion was tabled until February so that the statute about such
appointment can be brought to
the council. Also, an ordinance
to set alternate meeting dates
for council meetings, i.e., in
case of holidays falling on first
Mondays, will be prepared and
brought to the council for first
reading in February.
Next regularly scheduled
meeting of the council will be
Monday, Feb. 6, at 5 p.m.

County seniors will take at least
one dual credit course.
“You should be proud of your
school system,” said Owen. “If
you go to www.digger.com you
will see Hickman County listed
in the top 20% of school districts
in Kentucky.
The Four Rivers Foundation
has contributed over $720,000
to the four school districts in the
last seven years with $323,000
of those funds going to college
scholarships.
A new emphasis on dual credit has become a priority for the
foundation assisting the schools
in offering dual credit to the
students who attend schools in
these four school districts.
“We have also purchased new
calculators for the ATC to assist
with the dual credit math class
offered at the MSU Thoroughbred Academy housed at the

ATC,” she said.
Little things like that purchase
are making a difference and big
impact on these students.
“The ATC industry certifications have gone up from 40 to 80
and we are hoping to reach 120
this year,” said Owen. “We don’t
let the students say no. We are
here to help them every step of
the way.”
With more and more teachers on campus at the three area
schools certified to teach dual
credit courses, including the
Gen Ed classes, this is an added benefit for students at Hickman County and the two Fulton
County Schools. “It is no longer
enough for a student to have a
high school diploma or a GED,”
said Owen.
“They need a skill and it is our
goal to help them get those skills
they need,” she added.

continued from page 1

FULL TIME
POSITION IN SALES

hourly rate plus commission
Must have reliable transportation, to sell newspaper advertising for The Fulton Leader, The Fulton Shopper, The Hickman
Courier and The Hickman County Gazette.
Sales experience helpful, but training available. Must possess
good communication skills, be a self-motivator, enjoy working
with people, and be a good manager of time.

Interested parties may apply to ADVERTISING SALES , % P.O. Box 1200, Fulton,
KY 42041, by email to Leadernews@bellsouth.net or by fax, to 270-472-1129

