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Use of substitute
teachers, budget
discussed by BOE
Charlotte Smith

Already dealing with a tight budget members of the Hickman County
School Board discussed the substitute
teacher budget and its affect on the
overall budget during the December 27
meeting. All five board members were
present with incoming members Andrea Davis, Matt Hicks, and Shannon
Dowdy also listening in as they prepare
to take the oath of office. They would be
replacing Terry Mullins, Scott Mitchell
and Joe Samuel beginning in January.
Samuel, who has served on the board
SOLAR ENERGY – The Morrison family farm has three dual access tracker solar panel arrays, two of which of 20 kWh and are
for 20 years, asked Superintendent Cathe first of their kind located in northern America. They were installed by Joe Jackson and Colby Jackson of Hickman, Ky. The
sey Henderson what is costs the district
Morrisons will recoup the amount of their investment over a 12-year period, all while producing enough solar energy to save,
on average, so far approximately $1,000 a month on their electric bill. These solar panels face south and move with the sun
for optimum production of solar energy. You can see the size of these three panels with the Deena and Tim Morrison and Joe
Jackson pictured in the center. (Photo by Charlotte Smith)

per year for substitute teachers.
“We have budgeted $93,000 and so
far mid-way in the year we are under
budget spending $42,000 so far,” answered Supt. Henderson. “Some years it
is more and others it is less.”
“The teachers are in the classroom
for a reason and we, our children, lose
more than just money when a teacher is
out,” noted Samuel. “Instructional time
with the students’ teachers is important,
in my opinion. I like to them not abuse
it.”
Samuel understands that everyone
needs time off for various reasons

See SCHOOL BOARD, page 6

Morrison family farm site of
first 20 kWh dual access panels
Charlotte Smith

panel arrays in North America on the
Morrison family farm have produced
Since the end of October the first enough energy to run 312 houses for
20 kWh dual access tracker solar 24 hours. This equals a savings of 70

FIRST OF ITS KIND – Right here in western Kentucky the first 20 kWh dual access
tracker solar panel arrays are located. Joe Jackson, left, installed the solar panel
system on the Morrison family farm. Jackson is pictured with Tim Morrison, center,
and Deena Morrison. The total system located on the farm is 50 kWh generating
enough energy, so far, to run 312 houses for 24 hours. (Photo by Charlotte Smith)

Chief Justice weighs in
on redistricting plan
Charlotte Smith

Chief Justice of Kentucky John D.
Minton Jr. was quoted back in October
that the “singular goal of redistricting
is to ensure that Kentucky’s judicial resources are allocated appropriately.”
Minton gave an overview of the process and methodology being used to
create what is the first judicial redistricting plan for Kentucky trial courts in
decades, a task which hasn’t been completed since 1976.
According to First District Circuit
Judge Tim Langford, redistricting in
the four river counties would join Carlisle, Hickman and Fulton counties with
Graves County and Ballard would join
McCracken County.
“The plan is still being fine tuned,”
stated Judge Langford on Monday afternoon. “The Kentucky Supreme Court
will release their final version, which
will be certified by the Chief Justice,
on December 20 at 10 a.m. There is always a possibility that they may change
any proposal yet again to the four river
counties. (Stated before the release of
the latest proposal.)
Two years ago District Judge Hunt-

er Whitesell sat on a committee that
met periodically considering the judicial needs across the entire state of
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. “The
possible dismembering of the first circuit was not discussed until the very end
of that process,” stated Judge Langford.
“The committee took an email poll
about the different proposals and voted against dismembering the first circuit.” It was announced in November by
Chief Justice Minton that the vote was
overwhelming in favor of leaving the
first circuit in tact, by the committee of
about 21 members.
“It is clear to me and a lot of other
people involved in the process that one
of the motivating and driving factors
in the proposal to divide up the four
river counties is in order to implement
family court in this jurisdiction,” continued Judge Langford. “Family courts
were implemented several years ago in
Kentucky to address both domestic violence, juvenile, and dissolution of marriage cases and other issues involving
families.”
According to Judge Langford they

See MINTON, page 3

tons of coal or 170 trees. On December 22 alone the combination of two
20 kWh and one 10 kWh solar panels,
installed by Joe Jackson, produced 214
kWh as of about 2 p.m. “I use an app
on my phone to monitor the system,”
stated Tim Morrison. “In the past seven days the solar panels have produced
1.20 MWh, and in the last month 3.36
MWh and so far since they began producing energy on October 26, 9.58
MWh.”
According to Jackson these particular solar panels now located in Hickman County, Ky., are very popular in
Germany. “They have been doing solar for more than 30 years providing
50% of their energy consumption as
of 2014,” said Jackson. “These Sonnen
Trackers move with the sun. They are
positioned to begin the day pointing
south and they move as the sun rotates
above them.”
“The location we have them in is
perfect,” stated Tim. “The ground
was level and it didn’t interfere with
our crops and because the area they
are in is flat and open, they are never
obstructed.” This provides them optimum time with the sun radiating on
them as they produce solar energy.
With the rising cost of electricity,
Tim and his wife Deena decided to
make the investment now to help recoup some of that expense. The Morrisons not only grow crops on the family

See MORRISONS, page 3

NEW SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS – On December 27 following the conclusion
of the Hickman County School Board’s December meeting new school board members, from left, Shannon Dowdy, Matt Hicks, and Andrea Davis were sworn in. They
are pictured with Hickman County Schools Superintendent Casey Henderson.
(Photo by Charlotte Smith.)

EARNING SECOND PLACE – The Falcons brought home a second place trophy during the Kentucky Machine and Engineering Christmas Classic. Picture, from left, are Falcons Parker Estes, Nick Coffey, Demarcus Mason, Logan Pittman,
Dalton Jewell, Ward Carter, Grant Davis, Jondavid McClannahan, Austin Rittenberry, and Nathan Howell. (Photo by Lauren
Pittman)

We want to hear from you!
If you have a question, comment, or complaint about
something you saw in The Hickman County Gazette,
or a suggestion, we’d love to hear from you!

270.653.3381 

DESERVED RECOGNITION – All five Hickman County School Board Members
listened intently during the December school board meeting, including Chairman Allen Kyle, Scott Mitchell, Martie Templeton, Terry Mullins, and Joe Samuel. Mitchell,
Mullins and Samuel served on the board for a combined 45 years. Hickman County
Superintendent Casey Henderson praised the trio for their years of dedicated service to the school district and the community. (Photo by Charlotte Smith.)

gazette3322@bellsouth.net
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Sports

Hickman Co. wins at Christmas Classic
Lauren Pittman

the Kentucky Machine and Engineering Christmas Classic
The Falcons traveled to Trigg Thursday, Dec. 22.
County High School to play
The Falcons fell short a couthe Houston County Irish for ple points at the end of the first

quarter, down by only two, with
a score of 16-14. The Falcons
began to make a comeback and
were winning, now up by seven,
with a score of 29-21 at halftime.

The Falcons were still ahead after the third quarter, adding to
their lead, with a score of 44-35.
The Falcons won with a final
score of 65-52.
Dalton Jewell led the Falcons
with a score of 21 points. Parker Estes scored 17. Grant Davis
scored 14. Demarcus Mason
scored 7. Logan Pittman and
Carl Shields both scored three
apiece.

Lady
Falcons
lose in
overtime
Lauren Pittman

SHOOTING A TWO-POINT SHOT – Hickman County Falcon Demarcus Mason, #4, is shooting a 2-point
shot. Also pictured are Nathan Howell, 30, Logan Pittman, 24, and Parker Estes, 20. (Photo by Lauren
Pittman)

Falcons
fall to
Butler Co.
Lauren Pittman

The Hickman County Falcons
traveled to Butler County to play
the Butler County Bears Tuesday, Dec. 20.
The Falcons fought hard but
fell short a few points at the end
of the first quarter with a score
of 17-12.
At halftime, the Falcons still
trailed with a score of 40-22.
They continued to trail with a
score of 60-35 at the end of the
third quarter.
The Falcons sadly lost with a
final score of 82-45.
The Falcons were led by Dalton Jewell with 20 points. Logan Pittman had 7. Grant Davis
and Parker Estes both scored 6
apiece. Kenin Hopson scored 3.
Nick Coffey scored 2. Ward Carter scored 1.

GOING FOR TWO – Hickman County Falcon Dalton Jewell, #11, is
going up for a shot while being guarded by three Butler County players. Also pictured is Kenin Hopson, 21. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

The Hickman County Falcons
traveled to Trigg County High
School for the KME Christmas
Classic Friday, December 23.
The Falcons earned second
place in the Kentucky Machine
and Engineering Christmas
Classic following an overtime
loss against the Trigg County
Wildcats.
The Falcons fell short a few
points at the end of the first
quarter with a score of 13-9 in
the championship game at Trigg
County. At halftime, the Falcons
were still trailing with a score
of 21-18. The Falcons were still
behind at the end of the third
quarter with a score of 34-26.
The Falcons made things exciting when they tied the Wildcats
at the end of the fourth quarter
with a score of 42-42, sending
the game into overtime.
The Falcons played hard, but
lost by six, with a final score of
53-47 in overtime.
Dalton Jewell led the Falcons
with 22 points. Grant Davis
scored 14. Logan Pittman scored
four points. Demarcus Mason
scored three points. Parker Estes and Austin Rittenberry both
scored two apiece.

JEWELL WITH A LAYUP – Hickman County Falcon Dalton Jewell
makes a layup during the KME Christmas Classic. Also pictured is
Logan Pittman, 24, and Demarcus Mason, 14. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

Davis, Jewell, Estes
point leaders Dec. 22
Lauren Pittman

The Hickman County Falcons
traveled to Trigg County High
School to play the St. Mary Vikings for the Kentucky Machine
and Engineering Christmas
Classic Thursday, Dec. 22.
At the end of the first quarter,
the Falcons led by four, with a
score of 15-11. At halftime, the
Falcons and the Vikings were

tied with a score of 25-25. The
Falcons fought hard and won
back their lead, again of four
points, with a score of 36-32 at
the end of the third quarter. The
Falcons maintained that lead and
won with a score of 54-50.
Grant Davis led the Falcons
with 17 points. Dalton Jewell
scored 14. Parker Estes scored
13. Logan Pittman scored 8. Demarcus Mason scored 2.
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AREA OBITUARIES

Frances Darby

er organization that is carrying Fields, both of South Fulton.
He was preceded in death by
on the work of God’s Kingdom
his parents, William McNeely
Frances Belle Davis Darby, anywhere in the world.
Watts and Dorothy Mignon
91, died December 31, 2016, at
Hopkins Watts; and one brother,
Wanda Travis
Bethesda Dilworth Long-Term
Tim Watts.
Care facility in St. Louis, MisFuneral services were at 11
Wanda Lee Crider Travis, 71,
souri.
F r a n c e s of South Fulton, Tenn. died at a.m. Friday, Dec. 30, at Brown
worked
in 3:10 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 21, Funeral Home in Clinton.
Rev. Rocky James officiated,
m i n i s t r y 2016 at her home.
She was a member of Cayce with burial in the Salem Cemealongside her
late husband, Baptist Church and a baker for tery.
Donations: Salem Cemetery
Bro J.W. Dar- E.W. James.
She is survived by her son, c/o Robert Tarvers, 2887 State
by, loving and
shepherding Bart Crider of Clinton; daughter, Route 307 North, Clinton, KY
disciple fam- Becky Crider Kelly of Fulton; 42031.
ilies in the seven sisters, Nekoda French of
Cheryl Morgan
United Methodist Tennessee Fulton, Delores Moore of Rives,
churches of Ellendale, Oakville, Tenn., Sue Goodrich of Clinton,
Cheryl Jean Black Morgan
Longstreet, Bells, and Chelsea Vera Crider of Fulton, Marie
Avenue, and in the Kentucky Cornett of Wingo, Kathy Feezer 57 of Clinton, Ky. died Sunday,
churches of Bardwell, Corinth, of Clinton and Lele Crider of Dec. 25, 2016 at the Ray & Kay
and Clinton. She also worked as Wingo; three brothers, Ronnie Eckstein Hospice Center in Pachurch secretary in the Clinton Crider, Randolph Crider and ducah.
She was a member of Springand Jackson Avenue (Memphis) Resse Crider, all of Clinton; and
hill Baptist Church and former
churches, in the administrative six grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by mail carrier in Carlisle County.
offices of Northside High School
She is survived by her husand Kingsbury Middle School her husband, William “PeeWee”
in Memphis, and the psychology Travis and one grandson, Brian band, Chuck Morgan of Clinton; one son, Timothy Hunter
department of the University of Bradshaw.
Memorial Services will be (Ashley) King of Bardwell; one
Rhodes, Memphis.
daughter, Cheyenne Autumn (FiShe blessed the world with held at a later date.
ancé Landon Stewart) Lenzini of
her children, grandchildren,
Elkville, Ill.; her mother, Carlene
Patricia Holder
and great-grandchildren, Alicia
McCollum Black of Clinton;
and Michael Lucas, St. Louis,
Patricia Ann Bowlin Holder, two sisters, Ginger Black Bailey
and Stefan and Ashley Lucas
and Harper Blake, San Antonio, 55 of Clinton, Ky. died Thurs- of Melber and Lorenda Marie
Texas, and Claire Lucas and Ash day, Dec. 22, 2016 at her home. O’Daniel of Paducah; and one
She was a member of Clinton brother, James Black of Clinton.
Mohebbi, Irvine, Calif.; Cherry
She was preceded in death by
and Tom Pyron, Clinton, and First Baptist Church and a homeher father, Carvis Orr Black.
John and Katie Pyron and Henry maker.
Memorial services were held
She is survived by her husJackson, Dayton, Ohio; and Jim
Darby, Glendale, Calif. She is band, Greg Holder of Clinton; at 11 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 29 at
survived also by several nieces one daughter, Crissy Lynn Hold- Brown Funeral Home in Clinton,
and nephews and their families. er of Clinton; three brothers, with Rev. David Crowder officiHer brothers Newton Davis, Robert Gale Bowlin, JR of May- ating.
Donations may be made to the
George Davis, and John Davis, field, Charles Eric Bowlin of Paand her sister Eleanor Davis ducah and Mark Taylor Bowlin Ray & Kay Eckstein Hospice
Eckles, and her parents Kather- of Clinton; one sister, Ruby Ber- Center, P.O. Box 7606, Paducah,
ine and Arthur Davis preceded nice Baker of Clinton; and sever- KY 42002. R.D. Brown Funeral
Home in Clinton was in charge
al nieces and nephews.
her in death.
She was preceded in death by of arrangements.
Frances was a poet who
loved to garden, was a lover her parents, Robert Gale Bowlin,
Joyce Hales
and singer of all kinds of music, Sr. and Frances May Dodge
and taught children and adults Bowlin; and one sister, Rita May
Velda Joyce Sweezy Hales, 83
in Bible schools and Sunday Bowlin Holder.
No services will be held at of Clinton, Ky. died at 9:50 p.m.
schools, mission studies, Extension Homemaker classes, and this time. R.D. Brown Funeral Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2016 at
after-school programs in her Home in Clinton was in charge Clinton-Hickman Co. ICF Nursing Home.
churches. She helped edit and of arrangements.
She was a member of Clinton
publish the Grandmother Earth
First United Methodist Church
Mackey Watts
collections of prose and poetry
and a homemaker.
in Memphis for many years. An
She is survived by her daughWilliam Mackey Watts, 62 of
avid reader, she welcomed many
to work with her on multitudes the Fulgham Community died at ter, Lynne (Randy) Deweese of
of beautiful and complicated jig- 3:57 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2016 Clinton; two grandchildren, Jaat Jackson Purchase Medical son (Renea) Schwartz and Ansaw puzzles in her later years
drea (Michael) Williford both
among her friends at Gambrill Center.
He was a member of Little of Clinton; eight great grandGardens in St. Louis and at
Obion Baptist Church and an children, Cole and Dallas WilliBethesda Dilworth.
ford, Allison Lemons, Kimberly
A memorial service will be Electrician.
He is survived by his two Schwartz, Kelsey Gargus, Ashheld for Frances in the Bethesda
Natasha
(Tyler) ley Jones, Jordan Maxwell and
Dilworth chapel and a graveside daughters;
and committal service will be in Fields of South Fulton, Tenn. Mason Whitten; and three great
the Forest Hills Midtown Ceme- and Ashley Watts of Wingo, Ky.; great grandchildren, Lucy Dru
one sister, Nancy (Kenny) Davis Gargus, Lainey Jaymes Jones
tery in Memphis.
Contributions in honor and of Clinton, Ky.; and three grand- and Finley Lemons.
She was preceded in death by
memory of Frances may be made children, Will Watts of Wingo,
to your choice of a church or oth- and Aubrey House and Rhett her husband of 60 years, R.E.
Hales; parents, Walter Sweezy
and Myrl Ferguson Shipp and
son, Robert Hales, Jr.
Funeral Services were at 11
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 31, at Brown
Funeral Home in Clinton. Rev.
Alex Thomas officiated, with
burial in Clinton Cemetery.
Donations: Clinton-Hickman
ICF Support Group, 366 South
Washington, Clinton, KY 42031
or Hickman County Ambulance,
P.O. Box 83, Clinton, KY 42031.

Morrisons

farm but they also raise chickens and those chicken barns
need a lot of electricity.
“The immediate savings
through a REAP (Rural Energy for America Program) grant
is a 25% savings of the project cost,” said Morrison.” We
are also eligible for a 30% tax
break.” Most systems the size
of the Morrisons’ have a two
and a half to five years pay out,
but the Morrisons, after consulting with their tax advisor,
elected to take the slow approach on the tax break and the
depreciation by claiming it over
a seven year time frame. They
will recoup their expenses from

RUDOLPH READERS – Robbie and Lisa Rudolph, and their grandson Preston, presented gifts of
books to students at Hickman County Elementary School before the students dismiss for Christmas
break. The Rudolphs created the Four Rivers Foundation, and providing the books to elementary students is among the projects performed by the Foundation. (Photo submitted)

Minton

(family court) have proven themselves to be good instruments
for dispensing justice in urban
areas but many question their efficiency and effectiveness in the
implementation of them in rural
areas.
“The family court of McCracken County is currently
setting contested divorce cases
for hearing about five months
out and the First Circuit where I
serve as Circuit Judge and handle
dissolution of marriage, I generally set them between 30 and 45
days out, if not sooner.:
Another reason Judge Langford is against the proposal involves what happens when cases
are delayed. “I have often heard
that justice delayed is justice denied, quite frankly I fail to see
how the benefits that a family
court may give, outweigh the delay that implementation of family court would inevitably cause.”
The plan in its current form
will not be fully implemented until 2022. “The plan, once
implemented will most likely
necessitate the travel of some
litigants rather than the travel
of judges just to meet the timeliness imposed by the Kentucky Revised Statutes,” added
Judge Langford. “I am confident
whether the plan goes through
or not, the judges will attempt
to serve this region and area and
will do the very best to meet the
needs of the public. However, I
am not convinced that there will
be any benefits that will accrue
to the people and residents of the

the project within approximately 12 years. The Morrisons have
been receiving grants from the
USDA and the Governor’s Office of Ag Policy (GOAP) on
other energy saving projects.
Affordable Awesome Solar,
owned and operated by Jackson
and his son, Colby, and their
crew began installing the solar
grant writer to assist with the
grant process. “Each state is allotted a certain amount of funding with these projects targeted
for businesses and farmers in
rural areas,” explained Jackson.
“The population in the area has
to be less than 50,000.”
Once the grant was written

four river counties.”
Judge Langford believes the
the court system is something
that is a necessity for our government to provide much like police
service is something only the
government can provide. “This
plan of redistricting appears to
be an attempt to make it a one
size fits all, and I have heard it
referred to as a Walmart of the
court system,” said Judge Langford. “The residents and citizens
should be able to find justice at
their local court house.”
Currently in the four river
counties there are two district
judges and two circuit judges
who preside over the general jurisdiction.
If the plan were to be implemented, there would only be one
circuit judge, one district judge
and a family court judges for the
four counties of Fulton, Carlisle,
Hickman and Graves.
Circuit Judges are voted on every eight years and district judges, every four years.
Judge Langford and Judge Tim
Starks both won’t be affected until 2022. “If you would ask me
today if I would re-run in 2022,
I would say yes,” stated Judge
Langford. “On the other hand,
Judge Starks and I have agreed
that we will not run against one
another. If the plan goes through
and we both want to rerun in
2022, we will flip a coin to see
who will run. We have already
agreed on that.”
Judge Whitesell will be up for
re-election in 2018 and again in

the Morrisons submitted an
application. “If your number
comes up, you have a chance to
receive the grant,” added Morrison. “Your site has to be approved and the project is then
okayed.”
Because the two 20 kWh
Sonnen Trackers are the first
of their kind in North America
a German engineer come over
to view the project and check it
out for a week during the setting of the two trackers,” added Jackson.” The two 20 kWh
panels are so large, a crane was
utilized to set them in place.
A company monitors the information for the Morrisons,

continued from page 1

2022.
Commonwealth Attorney Michael Stacy resides in Ballard
County and you will run in the
county in which you live and it is
part of the redistricting. Mr.David Hargrove, resides in Graves
County.
If the redistricting plan is implemented the following would
happen:
• It would make no changes
until 2022, when all circuit and
district judges are on the ballot.
It would bring Family Court to
all but eight jurisdictions.
• It would realign a limited
number of boundary lines and
reallocate existing resources.
• It would combine circuits and
districts that are currently different. It would reduce the number
of circuits by two, from 57 to 55.
• It would calculate the appropriate number of judges by using
a 1.4 implied judicial need as the
cutoff to determine where more
than one judge is needed.
What a redistricting plan
would not do:
• It would not impact every
county or jurisdiction across the
state.
• It would not accomplish the
goal of statewide Family Court,
although it gets close.
• It would not require additional judgeships to be approved and
funded.
Editor’s Note: It is estimated
that there could be an estimated
added cost of $2.6 Million per
year. We will have more on this
proposal in weeks to come.
continued from page 1

sending them details on how
much energy the panels are
producing and also to let them
know if any issues need to be
addressed. “The only maintenance required is to grease
them every so often,” noted
Tim. The company will monitor them for 40 years at no cost
to the Morrisons.
The Morrisons contract with
TVA is for 20 years. “Right
now we are in essence savings
$1,000 to $1,200 a month and I
believe that will increase as the
days get longer,” noted Morrison. “This is a TVA project
which is made possible through
the Morrisons local utility company, Gibson Electric Membership Corporation.
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Patient decides between surgery and touching up X-ray
A rather anxious patient sat in the doctor’s
office awaiting the diagnosis.
“As you can see on this X-ray,” the doctor
said, “this small spot right here is your problem.”
The patient asked if it could be treated.
“Sure, with surgery,” the doctor said. “But
it will cost about $100,000.”
“I can’t afford that,” the patient protested.
“Well,” the doctor said, “I can touch up the
X-ray for $100.”
All too often, people opt to mask or hide
their problems rather than deal with them
head on. That human reaction causes us to try
to put up a good front when things are going
very wrong behind the scenes.
That was the case with King Herod, who
put on his royal apparel and looked as sharp
as could be. He put up a good front publicly.
But inside, he was being eaten alive … by
worms. The Bible tells about the day he made
a public appearance dressed in his finest royal
apparel. He looked absolutely fabulous as he
delivered a speech to his subjects. But when
he had uttered his final words, Herod’s life
ended.
“At once an angel of the Lord struck him
because he did not give the glory to God, and
he became infected with worms and died”
(Acts 12:23).

By all accounts, Herod was a wicked ruler and a vile person in general. Behind the
scenes, he must have lived with agonizing
pain that physicians could do nothing about.
The doctors of Old Testament days had some
torturous treatments for a man in Herod’s
condition. Obviously, none of them worked.
Yet, Herod could make brief public appearances, deliver speeches, and look like nothing was wrong at all.
Spiritually, we can easily find ourselves in
that same situation. Everything looks fine on
the outside, but inside we’re eaten up with
sin. Well, there is a cure for that condition.
Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, has a
standing offer to cleanse us of our sin, thereby removing the guilt and pain it causes.
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
If we had a serious condition, we’d want to
find a cure as quickly as possible. The truth
is sin is a serious condition. And Jesus is the
cure.
And when it comes to sin, we don’t want to
simply touch up the X-ray. We need to turn it
over to the Great Physician, Jesus Christ.
Roger Alford offers words of encouragement to residents of America’s heartland.
Reach him at rogeralford1@gmail.com.
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AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS

Assistance for Veterans
Veterans and their families will
be provided counseling and assistance in filing claims for state
and federal benefits Jan. 3 - 5,
10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., in Mayfield,
at the VA Clinic, 1253 Paris Rd.
Veterans and families will be seen
by appointment, walk-ins will
be scheduled an appointment.
For more information please
contact Ron McClure, Regional
Field Representative, Kentucky
Department of Veterans Affairs
(KDVA) at (270) 247-2455 ext.
73905, or email ronald.mcclure@
ky.gov.
Meeting
The Obion Creek Watershed
Conservancy District, Board
of Directors, will meet Jan. 10
at 7:30 a.m., in the Conference

Room of the USDA Service Cen- cil will meet the fourth Monday of
ter, 205 St. Rt. 123 W. Clinton.
each month at 4 p.m. at the Young
Center. The public is invited to
Commodities
attend. www.hickmancoarts.com.
The Mission House distributes
CSFP (Cheese) Commodities
Every Wednesday:
monthly to Hickman County res• 7 a.m. - Community Prayer
idents who are 60 years or over, Service at First United Methodist
meet the income guidelines, and Church.
are pre-registered. Pick up dates
•The Hickman Co. Museum
are Thursday and Friday after the is open every Wednesday from
third Tuesday of each month.
1 - 4 p.m.
• Hickman Co. Memorial LiEvery Monday:
brary is open Tuesday through
• AA meets at 8 p.m. at First Friday from 2 - 5 p.m. and SaturUnited Methodist Church in Clin- day, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
ton.
• Clinton City Council meets
first Monday of the month at 5
Second Monday:
p.m. at Clinton City Hall.
• Library Board meets the sec• Columbus City Council
ond Monday at the library at 4 meets at 6 p.m., the first Monday
p.m.
of the month at Columbus City
• The Hickman Co. Arts Coun- Hall.

• The Mission House is open
Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays and
first Saturday of the month.
• The Hickman Co. Historical and Genealogical Society
Center is open Wednesday and
Saturdays from 1 - 4 p.m. For appointment, call LaDonna Latham
at 653-4190 or Norma Gene
Humphreys at 653-6208.

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

Challenge to face, charge
to finish; finish the work

Joshua 1:1-7
A Sermon by Tom Hoskins

Eagle Tours are underway at Reelfoot Wildlife Refuge. (Photo sub-

RAY’S BACKHOE Service - mitted)
Septic systems installed certified installer also backhoe
work gravel & dirt hauling and
driveway work free estimates.
677-4641 or 254-0401.

I should, perhaps mention we
are beginning a New Year, and
also this is not just a message for
old folks. Our text assumes that
as a Christian you will desire to
serve god in the prime of life,
but that often does not happen.
So, this message is for all particularly and the old peculiarly.
Joshua is leading the Israelites
to possess the land that god has
given them. Whatever shenanigan (mischief, treachery, deceit)
the president is trying to pull
now, that land belongs to Israel.
God gave them a title deed.
I want to encourage you today. The last year or two has
been years of difficulty for me
in many ways, especially the
last four months. My life drastically changed. I am facing a
new normal. I am without, the
best way I know to describe it.
No need for details.many of
you have experienced the same
rocky road of wandering and
wondering. I have been praying
and searching for God’s direction in this new chapter of my
life as to His service for the rest
of my life whether the days be
few or more than few. In what
capacity does God want me to
serve him? What does He want
my ministry to be like? Perhaps
you are asking a similar question. I struggle with my situation
as well as my service. Folk talk
of retiring. I have not and am not
at this point, but felt at times that
maybe I should. Folk have been
trying to paint me as retired for
four or five years.
Now, let’s look at Joshua. “Now Joshua was old and
stricken in years, and the LORD
said unto him, Thou art old and
stricken in years, and there remains yet very much land to be
possessed” (Joshua 13:1). This
verse captured my mind and my
attention. God had given them
this land but they must fight to
possess it. Land and cities had
been taken by Israel, but much

land remained to be possessed.
Only Joshua and Caleb remained
of the 603,550 fighting men 20
years old and upward that left
Egypt 40 years earlier. They all
died in the wilderness (Numbers
14:29). That means there were
some 45 funerals per day during
the wilderness sojourn. Consider
the:
REALITY JOSHUA FACED.
First, there is this simple fact
stated. He “was old and stricken
in years.” No politically speaking here, he was old! Just plain
old. In the next chapter we learn
that Caleb was 85 years old.
Most believe Joshua was the elder of the two and between 85
and a 100 years old. He died at
110, when he finished all God
had for him to do. O, that we
would do that. Jesus finished
the work that the Father had for
him to do on earth. He cried on
the cross, “It is finished” (John
19:30). And he died. God is saying to Joshua, “I want you to
finish the work I have for you.”
That is the message, “Finish The
Work!”
Secondly, Joshua fought hard.
He had taken cities and land. He
served faithful under Moses. He
may have felt he needed a rest
or perhaps a younger man could
do better. There was yet much to
do. Maybe his old bones creaked
and ached every morning and
his gait was slower. Or perhaps
some of the men were hinting
that he ought to step down, that
the job was getting too much for
an old man. You know that happens. Some in sincerity, some to
move you on. Especially pastors.
I had a fellow tell me two years
before I resigned First Southern in Cairo that I needed to
take Dorothy and move back to
Kentucky. I hope he meant well
(she was disabled), but I never
do know exactly what he meant.
Anyway, we all get old if we live
long enough. Is that a bad thing?
Should we all want to die young?
A REMINDER OF GOD TO
JOSHUA. “The LORD said,
Thou art…” Joshua died at 110

years old. God is saying, “I
know it, you know it. Let’s get
this out of the way.” God knows
all things. He knows your age.
You may be thinking of a successor, you have served your
time and you want to slow down.
Physically you may need to pull
back some, and you may need
to on some things, and you have
a right to do so but not to quit.
Yes, the work may grow more
difficult with age, but make adjustments and keep serving, Because:
THERE REMAINS MUCH
LAND TO POSSESS. If you
read the story right, there was
more to be possessed than had
been occupied. “Very much.”
I read. I don’t need to tell you
there is no end to ministry, no
end to serving God, no end to
spreading the gospel to all the
world, that there is no end to the
spiritual land that needs fighting for. There is a battle for our
minds, our children, our homes,
even our churches. We are at war
with the world, the devil and the
flesh. But you say, “I too, am old
and stricken in years, I cannot
fight any longer.” So was Joshua
old.
Here is another reality. Much
land is still held by the enemy as
God speak to Joshua. That land
needed to be conquered and it
must be divided according to
Moses’ instructions. The enemy holds many souls today and
much land that needs to be conquered for the kingdom of God.
It will take Christian soldiers to
do it..young and old.
Here is another thought and
encouragement. I see in Ephesians chapter 6 the Christian
warrior’s amour. There is not one
piece that isn’t suited for both
young and old warriors, nothing
to keep anyone from putting it
on. First, put on truth-the word
of God. Then the breastplate of
righteousness, the righteousness
of God, wear that. Wear your
gospel shoes and above all take
your shield of faith to quench the
fiery darts of the wicked. Also

put on your helmet of salvation
and your sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. Finish
your amour by praying always in
the Spirit and watching with all
perseverance and supplication.
This is the spiritual amour that
you can wear anytime, anyplace
at any age, if you are a child
of God. It is the whole amour
of God. You can wear it in a
nursing home, a rest home, you
home, in the hospital, anywhere
and everywhere.
You say, “I can’t be at church
every time the door is opened, in
fact I can’t go at all. I am old,
I am housebound, on a walker
or weak in body.” The amour
doesn’t mention church! The
church may not even see you as
an asset anymore, or call or see
you. But God hasn’t discharged
you. In fact he may have promoted you to a higher rank and
given you greater responsibility. You can pray at homemade
a prayer list. If you can use a
phone, call someone or Sunday school director for people
who need calling or praying for.
There is no end of opportunities
to take the land for Jesus if you
are willing. Then there is:
RESURGENCE. Joshua was
old and stricken in years but he
had a fresh surge of power and
purpose. It appears he conquered
more land that he had thus far.
Joshua pressed on. God told
him what he had to do and he
moved to do it. Our prayer must
be: ”Lord, show me what you
want me to do with what is left
of my time here and give me the
strength to do it. “That is what
Joshua did. He finished the work.
“It came to pass after these
things, Joshua died, being 110
years old.” This book begins
with, “It came to pass the Lord
spoke unto Joshua the son of
Nun, Moses’ minister” (Joshua
1:10. And ends with “It came to
pass after these things, Joshua
died” (24:29). Joshua’s greatest
work was done after he was old
and stricken in years.
He finished his work.

Happy New Year!! Welcome
to 2017…. Now to remember
this when I write a check or note
to someone. It will take a little
time I’m sure and will need a little white out or just x it out and
move on.
We don’t have any big plans
here at the center anyways soon
but I do hope to start our “Walk
with Ease” program again. I
have gotten a little stiff so I will
be doing an easy start. Hope all
enjoyed the holidays, get-togathers and is healthy and ready
for this New Year.
Games are still at the top of
the list around here. So any

ideas, suggestions and/or help
to volunteer with things are welcome.
Also we still could use some
people to do escort service for
some of our clients for doctor
Visits and such. If you have
questions feel free to call the
center for information. Our new
handrail has been appreciated
and enjoyed by our visitors using the front entrance and we
are also enjoying our “new to
us” meal delivery car. We are
starting our year out in good
way.
Menus for coming week:
Wednesday, Jan. 4—turkey

roast, dressing, gravy, brussel
sprouts, roll, cranberry sauce,
custard and skim milk.
Thursday, Jan 5—spaghetti
and meat sauce, salad, roll, pineapple chunks and skim milk.
Friday, Jan. 6—BBQ sandwiches, black bean and corn relish, chocolate pudding and skim
milk.
Monday, Jan 9—herb baked

chicken, oven cooked potatoes
and carrots, peas, roll, pumpkin
mousse and skim milk.
Tuesday, Jan 10—Baked pork
chops, corn, baby lima beans,
cornbread, Mandarin oranges
and skim milk.
Wednesday, Jan. 11—Swiss
steak, wild rice and apricots,
buttered carrots, roll, strawberries and bananas and skim milk.

Eagle Tours set
at Reelfoot Refuge

The Reelfoot National Wildlife Refuge will conduct free
Eagle Tours in January and February on Wednesdays through
Saturdays.
Tour times are 8 a.m. and 12
p.m., each tour lasting two to
three hours in duration.
Reservations are required due
to limited space. A party of five
or less may be taken per time
slot. Participants are encouraged
to dress warmly and to bring
cameras and binoculars. A spotting scope will be provided and
binoculars are available for loan.
The tour takes visitors to both
units of Reelfoot NWR, Grassy

Island and Long Point.
Both refuge units have observation towers for viewing eagles,
waterfowl, and other wildlife.
Grassy Island offers a pier
that leads to a viewing platform,
which provides great photo opportunities of Reelfoot Lake,
while Long Point provides spectacular viewing opportunities for
ducks, geese and eagles.
Other areas where eagles are
regularly seen will be visited as
well.
For further information, directions, or to make reservations for
tours, contact Reelfoot NWR at
(731) 538-2481.
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School Board

continued from page 1
throughout the year he is just want to see it grow every year.” the progress of his students and school in the first district to rank all of which are in demand and to keep our rates as low as posasking them not to abuse the use
Chairman Allen Kyle then how STAR reading and math in the top 100,” added Supt. Hen- have jobs waiting for them.”
sible,” stated Supt. Henderson.
of those days. “I know you can’t pointed out that a few years ago seem to correlate together. “We derson. “We were also ranked
Following a brief presenta- “It will cost us between $34 and
go to the doctor o the weekend, they couldn’t find substitutes un- are also waiting to see what 20th in school safety and 32nd as tion by Jan Johnson, the 2016-17 $51 to participate.” If the probut they have fall break, Christ- til they raised the rate of pay.
K-PREP testing will be since it one of the best places to teach.” Hickman County Comprehen- posed rate of 6% goes through, it
mas break, and spring break,”
“We did go several years with- will be new this year,” he said.
“There are lots of positive sive District Improvement Plan would be a major increase to the
Samuel added. “I don’t know out reviewing it,” added Mitch- Non-traditional instruction and changes happening at our school (CDIP) was approved. Johnson district’s utility budget which is
how to go about finding a happy ell.
project-based learning were oth- for your students,” began Fulton paid particular attention to GAP already sitting at almost a quarmedium, but the number is get“Sometimes you are darned if er topics Todd discussed.
County Area Technology Center Target Assurance as most Hick- ter of a million dollars.
ting way up there.”
you do and darned if you don’t,”
Hickman County High School (ATC) Principal Terry Sullivan. man County students fall in this
“A letter was received from
Supt. Henderson also noted said Chairman Kyle.
(HCHS) Principal Kevin Estes, “We are a state school and we category with 78% of students the KSBA board that HCHS
that substitute teachers are also
Early Chairman Kyle remind- after earlier praising the accom- are equally apart of Hickman eligible for free and reduced students Jasmine Myatt is in
utilized when teachers are re- ed everyone that the principals plishments of the HCHS Cross County, as well as Fulton County lunches. “We want to make sure the running to receive a $2,500
quired to attend professional de- have conveyed that the district Country Team noted the great and Fulton Independent, which our GAP students are achieving scholarship,” noted Chairman
velopment meetings. “They need is under a budget crunch now success of the Falcon Acade- just happen to be located in Ful- like we want them to,” she said. Kyle.
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Give the gift of a lifetime to you or your children
Low or No Electric Bill!

Generate your own electricity and GET PAID FOR IT!

Awesome Affordable Barry (Joe) Jackson

s

lar

270-627-4551

bjjjackson9@att.net

Special incentiveS:
s 4AX 2EBATES AND $EPRECIATION
s 3TOP %LECTRICAL 2ATE (IKES
s &ARMERS AND "USINESS
 '2!.43  4!8 #2%$)4
Solar PV System is an Investment
that will benefit your Family for
YEARS.

Now Solar is Affordable!

