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Clinton Police Officer
recognized for efforts
against impaired drivers

The Kentucky Office of Highway
Safety (KOHS) recently honored 205 law
enforcement officers from 175 agencies
across the Commonwealth for their efforts to target impaired drivers. One of
the officers honored was Clinton Police
Department’s Jamie Clark.
The 2016 Governor’s Impaired Driving Enforcement Awards ceremony was
held at the Hyatt Regency in downtown
Lexington. Awards were presented to
officers with the most impaired-driving
arrests in each agency.
“We are honoring those who put their
lives on the line each day to save the lives
of others,” said KOHS Executive Director Dr. Noelle Hunter. “These officers,
their departments and agencies render a
great service for all Kentuckians, and on
behalf of Governor Matt Bevin, we say
thank you.”
Kentucky State Police Commissioner
Richard Sanders commended the aggres-

sive enforcement and awareness efforts.
“Impaired driving is one of the deadliest crimes in this nation and it impacts
thousands of innocent lives every day,”
said Sanders. “Today is more than just
receiving an award. It is about saving
lives and that is what each of you do every time you arrest an impaired driver.”
Last year, more than 5,900 crashes involving alcohol and/or drugs in Kentucky
resulted in more than 3,100 injuries and
162 fatalities.
WKYT-TV news anchor Amber Philpot shared that her 13 years of experience
allows her to report on stories that can
make a difference and, in some cases,
change a person’s perspective.
“In the news business, just like in law
enforcement, we see the worst of things,”
said Philpott.
“However, I believe it is eye-opening

There are five weekends of ringing
bells for The Salvation Army this year,
through Christmas Eve morning, Dec.
24.
That means Dec. 9 and 10 marked
the half-way point in time. And thanks
be to God for working in the hearts of
generous people, we are over halfway to
our goal of $3,000 to help needy folks in
Hickman County in 2017.
These precious dollars are managed
carefully to avoid duplication and meet
the needs of the forgotten.
The Hickman County Service Unit

has worked carefully between being
over-generous and being over-cautious
in distributing the gifts our citizens provide for each of the last 20 years, and we
pledge to seek to do the same this year.
After the ringing is done, checks for
this fund may still be mailed to “Alma
Blair, PO Box 281 Clinton 42031,” made
to “The Salvation Army,” before the end
of the year.
Kettle drive funds totaling 80% stay
at home; the other 20% goes around the
world in the diversified work of this respected group.

See CLARK, page 6

Donations may continue
after Salvation Army ‘bells’

BETA CLUB SEEKS HELP WITH PROJECT – Members of the Hickman County Beta Club, from left, Hunter LeBlanc, Cassidy Luker, Anna Ferguson, Cameron Barber, Averee Jewell, Lauren Pittman, and Alyssa Moore are involved in a service
project and are seeking assistance from members of the community. They are seeking donations of cases of water and other
individually packaged snacks to be given to the Purchase Area Sexual Assault and Child Advocacy Center (PASAC) located
in Paducah. If anyone is interested in donating, they can drop off their items in the office at the High School with their name
on it. (Photo submitted by Beta Club Reporter Lauren Pittman)

WKCTC submits FCATC for potential
Work Ready Skills grant recipient
The Work Ready Skills Advisory
Committee, formed to review and select
proposals for the Commonwealth’s new
$100 million workforce bond program,
has identified 24 projects for potential
first-round funding. The grant submitted by West Kentucky Community and
Technical College includes 12 school
districts and four ATCs, one of which
is the Fulton County Area Technology

Center. The four river school districts
are four of the school districts which
will also be impacted by this grant.
The Work Ready Skills Initiative is
aimed at developing a highly trained,
modernized workforce to meet the
needs of employers and promote sustainable incomes for Kentuckians.
The 10-member committee met for
more than 22 hours over the course of

two days (Wednesday and Thursday)
this week in Frankfort, conducting interviews with 31 applicants and reviewing site visit reports from an additional
10 applicants (who requested less than
$1 million for non-construction projects).
“We were overwhelmed by the qual-

See WORK READY, page 6

Students, teachers show “giving” spirit

The first event was Rudolph’s Read(Editor’s Note: The following was
submitted by Richard Todd, Hickman ers, an annual event in which Mr. RobCounty Elementary School Principal) bie Rudolph and his family provide
books to students. Mr. Rudolph is a
We had three major events at Hick- major contributor to the Falcon Acadman County Elementary recently.   All emy, so Rudolph’s Readers sometimes
three were related to Christmas, all gets less fanfare. However, when about
three were about giving, and all three 250 students give you a rousing ovawere hugely successful. I have a photo tion, it’s worth noting. That’s what
happened when I explained the prorepresentative of each event above.

gram to our students in grades kindergarten through fourth today.
In short, the Rudolphs provide books
to each student in fourth grade. And
third grade. And second and first
grades. And kindergarten. And preschool. And, the Rudolphs also do this
for all students in those grades in Car-

See HCES, page 6

HCHS FACULTY, STAFF CONTRIBUTIONS – To celebrate the season of giving,
recently the faculty and staff of Hickman County High School presented cash donations to two very worthy causes. The KAPS Toy Store and Relay for Life each
received monetary gifts collected from among the school staff before Christmas
break. Shown here from left are Hickman County Relay for Life Chairperson
Suzette Rives, HCHS Principal Kevin Estes, KAPS Family Resource Center Director Vickie Batts and KAPS Assistant Mitzi Spraggs. (Photo submitted)

HCES students donated 1,994 canned and boxed foot items in a Food Drive for the Mission House. (Photo submitted)

We want to hear from you!
If you have a question, comment, or complaint about
something you saw in The Hickman County Gazette,
or a suggestion, we’d love to hear from you!

270.653.3381 

gazette3322@bellsouth.net

Inside

News/Obits............................ Page 2
Sports.................................... Page 3
Church................................... Page 4
Classifieds............................. Page 5
School/News......................... page 6

Obituaries
Hilde
Oma Bradley
Norman Davis

Page 2 | Hickman County Gazette

Tuesday | December 20 | 2016

News

Cyber security invaluable to businesses
Charlotte Smith

Julie Montgomery and Wallace Ward

Montgomery, Ward
to marry Dec. 30

Together with their families,
Julie Montgomery and Wallace
Ward announce their engagement and upcoming wedding.
The bride-elect is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Turner, of
Savannah, Tenn.
She is the granddaughter of the
late Mr. and Mrs. George Turner, of Memphis, Tenn. and the
late William Riley, of Memphis,
and William Riley, of Savannah,
Tenn.
She is a graduate of University of Memphis. She is an elementary school teacher in the
Jackson-Madison County School
System in Jackson, Tenn.
The groom-elect is the son of

Dr. and Mrs. Harry Ward of Fulton.
He is the grandson of the late
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace U. Ward,
of Trenton, Tenn. and the late
Frank Sorrells, Jr., of Trenton,
Tenn. and Frank Sorrells, Jr. of
Trenton, Tenn.
He is a graduate of Murray
State University and is the Executive Vice President of Credit
Administration at The Citizens
Bank in Hickman.
The couple is planning a Dec.
30 wedding at First Presbyterian
Church in Trenton, Tenn. with
Dr. Roy Whaley officiating. After the wedding, the couple will
reside in Union City, Tenn.

Murray State University has
announced its dean’s list recipients for the fall 2016 semester.
The list recognizes the academic
accomplishments of the University’s undergraduate students.
“We take great pride in our
students’ academic achievements. This recognition is a
testament to their hard work
and dedication during the fall
2016 semester,” said Dr. Renae
Duncan, acting provost and vice
president for academic affairs.
Those making the Dean’s List
include:
Hickman: Brooke Coffey,
Ladaria Shaycole Gaston and
Leah Dannielle Rash;
Fulton: Callen Aldridge,
Charon Fuchea Ingram, Jan
Elwanda Large, Madison Ann
Mithcell, and Darcy M. Patrick;
Clinton: Kayla Michelle Boaz,
Ethan Todd Carter, Abby Sirena
Coffey, Noah Carter Cunningham, Hannah Brooke Curlin,

Noah Isaac Ferguson, Amber
Nicole Garcia, Alisha Michelle
Gourley, Helena M. Jones, Jonathan Garrett Reynolds, and
Gena Marie Wilson.
About Murray State University: Murray State University
provides an “Opportunity Afforded” for more than 10,000
students through a high-quality education with experiential
learning, academic and personal growth and the ability to secure a lifetime of success. Since
1922, the true value of higher
education has been found at
Murray State University, where
our commitment is to afford
endless opportunities for developing leaders in the community,
the country and the world. The
University’s main campus is
located in Murray, Ky. and includes five regional campuses.
For more information on Murray State University, please visit
murraystate.edu.

MSU Dean’s List
honorees include
Hickman Countians

AREA OBITUARIES
Hilde Oma Bradley
Hilde Oma Bradley, 82, of
Water Valley, Ky. died Monday
evening, Dec. 12, 2016 at Baptist
Health of Paducah.
She was a member of the
Pleasant Valley Mission, and
was a homemaker and
had been a
seamstress
for the former Henry I.
Siegel Clothing Company. She had
moved to this
area in 1955
from Germany.
She is survived by six children, Richard Bradley of Water
Valley, Monica Bradley Featherstone of Clinton, Ky., Mark
Bradley of Water Valley, Lori
Bradley Leath of Fulton, Ky.
Kenneth Bradley of Wingo, Ky.
and Sonia Bradley Hanners of
Fulton; one brother; one sister; 12 grandchildren: Travis
Bradley, Rachel Birmingham,
Amber Bradley, Tonia Stroud
Batts, Joseph Bradley, Lindsay
Melancon, Angie Bradley Morehead, Nathan Leath, Mallory
Bradley, Casey Bradley, Cliff
Plaster and Shannon Plaster;
and eight great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by
her husband Dalton Lee “Sarge”
Bradley; two sisters; one brother; one grandchild, Corey
Stroud.

Her parents were Arthur
Frans Max Schroder and Anna
Martha Olga Buettner Schroder.
Funeral services were at 1 pm
Thursday, Dec. 15, at Hornbeak
Funeral Chapel in Fulton, with
interment in Water Valley Cemetery.
Memorials may be made to
the Pleasant Valley Mission, 90
Hubbard Street, Water Valley,
KY 42085.
Norman Davis
Norman Davis, 54, of Clinton,
Ky. died Monday, Dec. 12, 2016
at his home.
He was a member of the
Cayce Baptist Church and was
a farmer and mechanic. He had
lived in Fulton Co., Ky. most of
his life.
He is survived by his wife of
33 years, Wanda Marie Hutchinson Davis; two daughters Christina Sanders of Clinton and Victoria Moore of Fulton, Ky., one
son, Norman Wayne Davis of
Union City, Tenn.; four grandchildren; and three sisters, Roberta Morehead of Crutchfield,
Ky., Susan Forrest of Cuba,
Ky. and Darlene Drummond of
Chestnut Glade, Tenn.
He was preceded in death by
his parents Ralph and Margie
Jeanette Ring Williams Davis.
Funeral services were at 11
a.m. Thursday, Dec. 15 at Hornbeak Funeral Chapel with burial to follow in Old Republican
Cemetery.

The importance of diligent
cyber security does not cross
the minds of many people until
they have either had their identity stolen, their computer hacked,
or their checking account wiped
clean. John McMahan and Jeff
Matheny of The Mobile PC
Guys, Inc., located in Martin,
Tenn., since December, 2007, are
experts who deal in the age of
technology on a daily basis.
McMahan was previously in
law enforcement, for 20 years,
taking care of the network at the
Obion County Sheriff’s Office.
“I noticed in our area in rural
Tennessee we had a lack of commercial information technology
folks,” he noted. “People would
hire me on my days off to work
in their business on my days off
and I soon realized I could make
a living doing this and no one
shoots at me.” Following his retirement with the state, he went
into IT (Information Technology)
full time.
Matheny, coming from Milan,
Tenn., joined forces with McMahan and they have grown their
company to include 15 technicians. “We have grown to be the
largest service provider outside
of Memphis, Tenn., here in West
Tennessee,” stated McMahan.
“We take care of nursing homes,
doctors offices, government
agencies from county, city level
and have even performed some
work for the state and federal
government.”
In today’s technology age,
many businesses are now completely dependent on their computers and networking system.
“If their computers go down, they
can’t check you out or fill your
order,” continued McMahan. “As
Americans, we are highly dependent on technology. Computers
control breakers at sub-stations,
for example.” They performed
fiber work at one of the rural
electric companies sub-stations
to connect it to the main office to
control them remotely.
Cyber security affects us all
but there isn’t always a push for
education for individuals who
need to know more about it as
more and more people turn to
computers, smart phones and
other online devices. “There are
many laws, regulations and directives that affect everyone,” said
McMahan. “If you run a business, especially medical field,
and any businesses that takes

their customers’ information and
records it, you follow under these
regulations.”
People don’t necessarily think
about this until their business is
breached. “The fallout from that
is when you could get hit if you
haven’t prepared correctly,” stated McMahan. Think about the
consequences of losing 30,000
individuals credit card information or someone from a foreign
contract steals it.
McMahan suggested creating
policies at the workplace providing user guidelines for all employees. “Firewalls are inexpensive and every business that takes
credit cards should have one in
their business,” he said. “If you
have a business network, and you
store people’s information, you
have a moral obligation to protect
it the best that you can.” People
all around the world are working
24/7 to try to obtain that important and private information.
“There are people 24 hours a
day, seven days a week trying to
breach your business,” McMahan
said reiterating why it is important to know something about cyber security. “Even if you run a
flower shop, in Clinton, Ky., they
don’t care what type of business
you have. What they want is your
customers’ information. They
want to gain access to their credit card numbers and debit card
numbers.”
A virus called CryptoLocker
can shut your business down in
no time flat. “When you open an
email, that you think comes from
UPS, and it says you have a package and you might think it is lost
and you need to track it so you
open he email and it locks all of
your files. It encrypts them with
NSA level encryption where even

me and no one else in our industry can unlock them. Your choice
at that point is for you to pay that
hacker whatever he asks in ransom or he is not going to unlock
your files.” That could mean the
loss of the 20 years or more of information at your business.
“The threats are very real,”
continued McMahan. “One particular business is not targeted.
it is like fishing with a net and
casting out. They then see what
they get.” Businesses, as well as
individuals, are vulnerable.
Good anti-virus software can
help protect your information
technology infrastructure whether it is at home, a small business
or a medium size enterprise. “It
is worth investing in and finding
someone in the industry to assist
you,” he said. “It is also a good
idea to have set internal business
practices to protect your network.” One suggestion is to have
a designated computer for em-

ployees to utilize on their break
or lunch hour for them to access
social media and other websites.
Businesses can be liable up
to $10,000 per piece of data lost
if they do not have a set IT (information technology) policy in
place. “If you did what a reasonable person or businesses needed
to do, then you will be okay,” he
said. “if show that you tried and
used best practices it goes a long
way to mitigating potential risk
and liabilities that you may have.”
Threats are real, they are out
there each and every day. Some
IT businesses will come out and
do a threat assessment for free,
view your network and tell you
what you need.
“Technology is not going backwards,” concluded McMahan.
“As a country we are going to
be more and more dependent on
technology so it is best to be prepared, to protect ourselves from
being vulnerable.”

CYBER SECURITY – PC Mobile Guys John McMahan, standing, and
Jeff Matheny, sitting, shared information about the importance of cyber security and protecting your computer data from outside threats
with Clinton Rotarians on Wednesday, Dec. 14. (Photo by Charlotte
Smith.)
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Lady Falcons trail
throughout match-up
with Lady Bombers
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

The first game of the night on
Tuesday, Dec. 13 was between
the Lady Falcons and the Lady
Bomber.
The Lady Falcons trailed Ballard Memorial at the end of the
first quarter, 12-14. The Lady

Sports
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HCHS unsuccessful
against Cardinals
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

Falcons continued to trail at
halftime with a score of 21-27 as
the Lady Bombers added to their
lead.
The Lady Falcons played hard
but found themselves still behind
at the end of the third quarter
with a score of 25-37. The Ballard Memorial Lady Bombers
won with a score of 63-42.

The Hickman County Falcons
hosted the Livingston County
Cardinals on Saturday, Dec. 17.
The Falcons started off with
a lead early on in the first quarter but then began to fall behind
the Livingston County Cardinals
with a score of 16-10. At halftime,
the Falcons were still trailing

with a score of 16-29. After the
third quarter, the Falcons made
a comeback, now down by only
four points, and were in striking
distance with a score of 44-40.
The Falcons, unable to pull out
the victory, lost the Saturday game
with a score of 59-51. Logan Pittman and Dalton Jewell scored 17
points apiece. Parker Estes scored
14. Austin Rittenberry scored 2.
Kevin Hopson scored 1.

GOING FOR TWO – Dalton Jewell scores on a 2-point shot during
Falcon basketball action against the Ballard Memorial Bombers. Jewell was the high scorer of the night with 21 points. (Photo by Lauren
Pittman.)

Jewell leads team
in contest vs. Ballard
Lauren Pittman
Gazette Sportswriter

AT THE CHARITY STRIPE – Lady Falcon LeighAnne Jones, 44,
shoots a free-throw after being fouled. Also pictured is Lady Falcon
Lexy Riddle, 40. (Photo by Lauren Pittman)

The Falcons started the game
with great offense and defense
on both sides of the court. At the
end of the first quarter, the Falcons were winning, up by 8 at the
end of the first quarter, 22-14.
At halftime, the Falcons were
still in the lead with a score of
37-27 as they added to their lead.
The Falcons increased their

lead in the third quarter with a
score of 52-38, now up by 14.
TAKING A SHOT BEHIND THE ARC – Falcon Parker Estes, 12,
The Falcons earned the vic- shoots a 3 pointer with teammate Logan Pittman, 24, near the basket.
tory over the Ballard Memorial (Photo by Lauren Pittman)
Bombers with a score of 65-49.
Dalton Jewell led the team
with 21 points.
Logan Pittman scored 14
points. Demarcus Mason score
11 points. Parker Estes and
Grant Davis both scored 6 points
apiece. Kenin Hopson scored 4.
Carl Shields scored 3.

Douglas captures
first place among
elementary girls

The Hickman County Archery
Team was in action Dec. 17 at the
Grace Baptist Christmas Classic
in Madisonville.
Callie Douglas won first place
in the elementary girls division
with a score of 258. Kassey
Douglas placed second in the
elementary girls division with a
score of 248. Avery Anderson
shot 205, James Clark shot 230,

Hickman County Economic Development Authority

ALL TIED UP – Two Jr. Lady Falcons and a Jr. Lady Comet all reach
for the ball during middle school basketball action on Monday, Dec.
12. The Jr. Lady Falcons won the game by two points, 20-18. (Photo
by Jenna Smith)

and Nathan Gallimore shot 208.  
Hickman County also had two
high school students compete.
Hannah Carroll scored 241 and
Samuele Gallimore scored 251.
This is the second year of
competition for the Falcon Archery Team.
They will be competing again
on Jan. 7 at Murray’s New Year
Extravaganza in Murray.

LOOSE BALL – Hickman County Jr. Falcon Kelen Johnson and Carlisle County Jr. Comet Truman Davis both chase after a loose ball
during action on Monday, Dec. 12. The Jr. Falcons won the game and
Johnson scored four points. (Photo by Jenna Smith)

Jr. Falcons, Lady Falcons beat Carlisle
Jenna Smith

The Jr. Lady Falcons and
the Jr. Falcons hosted the Lady
Comets and Comets of Carlisle
County on Monday, Dec. 12. After Carlisle County won the 7th
grade game 48-42, the Hickman
County girls were looking for a
win.
Both teams started the game
with full court pressure, and both
teams handled that pressure well.
The Jr. Lady Falcons were get-

ting good looks at the basket, but
they had problems getting their
shots to fall. This left Carlisle
ahead 5-2 at the end of the first
quarter.
The Lady Comets had problems scoring in the second quarter, and Hickman County took a
two-point lead, 7-5, after a basket
from Kadey Grace Wilkey (3). At
halftime, Hickman County was
up 9-8.
The Jr. Lady Falcons’ defense
gave the Lady Comets problems

and caused them to turn the ball
over. With five seconds to go in
the third quarter, Wilkey drove
the basket and scored to put her
team up 14-13.
At the start of the final quarter,
Shelby Jones (1) had an assist to
Wilkey for a three-point basket
to give the home team a 17-13
lead. Carlisle County was able
to cut the lead to one point a few
times, but the visitors never took
the lead, and Hickman County
went on to win 20-18.

The boys game began with
both teams attacking the rim on
offense. Hickman County did a
good job getting high percentage
shots, close to the rim. The center, Cameron Johnson (23), had
six of the team’s eleven points in
the first quarter. The score was
tied at eleven when the first quarter concluded.
The Jr. Falcons continued to
drive the basket and work the
ball into the paint throughout the
second quarter of play. This resulted in a one-point lead for the
home team at halftime, 19-18.
Hickman County worked hard
on defense and did a good job
rebounding in the third quarter.
Johnson, who was he leading
scorer of the night with 20 points,
had another six points to help extend the lead to nine, 33-24.
Eight different players scored
for Hickman County during the
final quarter. The home team put
up 21 points, and played really
solid defense, allowing only four
points to be scored, in the fourth,
and won the game 52-28.
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If you love your duck, keep his head out of the vise
Perhaps you heard about the pet duck that had
stopped eating and was growing weaker by the
day. The duck’s owner called the veterinarian to
explain the problem.
“Old ducks can have trouble eating,” the veterinarian explained. “Their upper beaks grow too
long, and they’re unable to pick up their food.
All you need to do is carefully file away some of
its beak, but not too much. If you file back to his
nostrils, he’ll drown when he drinks.”
A few days later, the veterinarian happened
into the fellow in town and asked how the duck
was doing. “He’s dead,” the fellow replied. “I
warned you about filing too much of his beak
and causing him to drown,” the veterinarian
said. “No, that wasn’t it,” the fellow responded.
“He was dead before I got his head out of the
vise.”
Not to state the obvious, but the last place a
duck’s head ought to be is in a vise. Nothing
good could possibly come of it. The same can be
said for people who poke their heads into places
they ought not go or get themselves into situations they should have avoided.
To that point, I was reading the other day
about Sampson, the strongman of the Old Testament who killed a lion one time with his bare
hands. He happened to be passing by the rotting,
stinking carcass some time later and found that
honeybees had made their home inside it.

Now, I’m one of those fellows who loves honey mixed with some butter and swabbed on hot
biscuits. And I’ve spent many a time as a kid with
a jaw full of bees’ wax, chewing it like gum. But
I wouldn’t have wanted any part of Sampson’s
honey. Honeybees, in my opinion, should make
their homes in those clean, tidy square hives that
we see in the rural countryside, or inside a hollow beech tree where an enterprising fellow can
harvest the sweet, clean honey.
You, like me, might think the last place honeybees should be making honey is inside the
foul-smelling chest cavity of a dead lion. Something as sweet as honey just seems so out of
place amid such nastiness.
By the same token, someone as sweet as Jesus
might seem very out of place in this sin-cursed
world with all its unpleasantness. Yet, God sent
his Son into the world “that the world through
Him might be saved” (John 3:17).
Now, I wouldn’t recommend putting your
duck’s head in a vise to file down its beak. And
I wouldn’t recommend eating honey from inside
a dead animal. But I certainly do recommend Jesus who is not of this world but who came into
the world to bring cleansing, forgiveness, and
the sweet, sweet gift of salvation.
Roger Alford offers words of encouragement
to residents of America’s heartland. Reach him
at rogeralford1@gmail.com.
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AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS

Recycling
Meeting
Recycling for the month of
The Hickman County ConserDecember will take place on Sat- vation District, Board of Superviurday, December 31, rather than sors, will meet Dec. 22, at 1 p.m.
the 24.
in the Conference Room of the
USDA Service Center, 205 State
“A Christmas Carol”
Route 123 West, Clinton. The
Charles Blair’s version of public is invited to attend.
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol” will be aired to mark the
Assistance for Veterans
holiday season, in a one-hour
Veterans and their families will
narration on WYMC, 1430 AM, be provided counseling and as93.9 FM, Mayfield, and also sistance in filing claims for state
streamed at WYMC.Com. The and federal benefits Dec. 20, 10
edited version broadcast in re- a.m. – 2:30 p.m., in Mayfield,
cent years was produced by at the VA Clinic, 1253 Paris Rd.
Jim Moore of WYMC, and is Veterans and families will be seen
also available on CD from Bro. by appointment, walk-ins will
Blair.    Air times will be Fri., be scheduled an appointment.
De. 23, and Sat., Dec. 24, at 10 For more information please
a.m. each day.
contact Ron McClure, Regional

RAY’S BACKHOE Service Septic systems installed certified installer also backhoe
work gravel & dirt hauling and

Field Representative, Kentucky
Every Wednesday:
Department of Veterans Affairs
• 7 a.m. - Community Prayer
(KDVA) at (270) 247-2455 ext. Service at First United Methodist
73905, or email ronald.mcclure@ Church.
ky.gov.
•The Hickman Co. Museum
is open every Wednesday from 1
Commodities
- 4 p.m.
The Mission House distributes
• Hickman Co. Memorial LiCSFP (Cheese) Commodities brary is open Tuesday through
monthly to Hickman County res- Friday from 2 - 5 p.m. and Saturidents who are 60 years or over, day, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
meet the income guidelines, and
• Clinton City Council meets
are pre-registered. Pick up dates first Monday of the month at 5
are Thursday and Friday after the p.m. at Clinton City Hall.
third Tuesday of each month.
• Columbus City Council
meets at 6 p.m., the first Monday
Every Monday:
of the month at Columbus City
• AA meets at 8 p.m. at First Hall.
United Methodist Church in Clinton.
• The Mission House is open
Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays and
Second Monday:
first Saturday of the month.
• Library Board meets the second Monday at the library at 4
• The Hickman Co. Historical
p.m.
and Genealogical Society Cendriveway work free estimates.
• The Hickman Co. Arts Coun- ter is open Wednesday and Satur677-4641 or 254-0401.
cil will meet the fourth Monday of days from 1 - 4 p.m. For appointROCK AND Gravel Hauling, each month at 4 p.m. at the Young ment, call LaDonna Latham at
Byassee Paving. Shad Byas- Center. The public is invited to 653-4190 or Norma Gene Humsee. 270-254-0306.
attend. www.hickmancoarts.com. phreys at 653-6208.

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES.
My mind wanders back to those
Christmases of long ago as a boy
in a carefree world.
Even though
a war was
raging, as a
youngster it
little touched
the world in
which I revolved.
Brother
and I trudged
the
fields
rabbit hunt-

ing and just enjoying the snow.
School was out and we were free
to observe the beauty of God’s
creation all about. Another reason was a search for a Christmas
tree. We could always find a little
cedar somewhere in the fencerow, often one we had spotted
during the year as we worked the
fields. Homeward bound with
our prize, which would soon be
decorated with strings of popcorn, last year’s icicles, a tinfoil
star and some cotton saved from
the crop at its base. That tree, to
us, was as wonderful as the one
lighted each year in Rockefeller

square. Beauty is in the eye of
the beholder.
We would have one gift each
under the tree or in our stocking
hung on the mantel. It would be
something we could use. Then
there would be apples, oranges,
some peppermint candy, a fruit
cake and enough home grown
food, bacon and ham, eggs,
beans and potatoes – fit for any
hungry man’s stomach, yes, fit
for a king.
Those days are long gone.
You have your memories; cherish them. They grow sweeter
with time. You can’t make those

dreams again.
I want to thank the readers of
this little weekly article in the
Gazette, which I am privileged
to write. I want to encourage
you to love your family and your
friends. Be kind to your fellow
man. Give your children a extra
hug and remember God is the
source of all love for God is love.
“For God so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten son
that whosoever believes in him
should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
Don’t forget, Jesus is what
Christmas is all about.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!
CHRISTMAS IS COMING!
Hope all folks are on their good
behavior so if Santa is watching
you won’t be added to the “LIST.”
We are all on our best behavior
here at the center.
A little exercise time this week,
a little bingo, and maybe a movie,
then Thursday is our Christmas
party for the clients and staff. I
think I heard a rumor that SANTA
was coming for a visit. Our days

are moving rapidly it seems, with
coloring, walking, pool games,
bingo talk of learning some new
domino games we are having “too
much fun”. No, just kidding there,
but the days are rather full/busy
and fun. Good fellowship enjoyed
daily. The center will be closed this
Friday December 23 and Monday
December 26 so please take note.
Coming menus are:
Wednesday Dec. 21—Pork
Roast, Buttered Potatoes, Buttered

Spinach, Roll, Peach Delight and
Skim Milk
Thursday Dec. 22—Spanish
Rice, Slaw, Roll, Corn, Banana in
Orange Juice and Skim Milk
Friday
Dec.23—CENTER
CLOSED
Monday Dec. 26—CENTER
CLOSED
Tuesday Dec. 27—Baked
Chicken with Noodles, Mushroom
Gravy, Green Beans, Roll, Fruit
Cup and Skim Milk

Wednesday Dec. 28—Meatloaf,
Baked Potato, Sour Cream, Seasoned Cabbage, Roll Peach Slices
with Granola Topping and Skim
Milk
Thursday Dec. 29—Beef Pot
Roast, Oven Browned Potatoes &
Carrots, Roll, Slaw , Banana and
Skim Milk
Friday Dec. 30—CENTER
CLOSED
Monday Jan 2—CENTER
CLOSED

and later commented that it was
hard to buy many Christmas gifts
on $20 a week. I felt a little bad
about my beautiful guitar and sad
for him. This was back in the day
when decent money was $125 a
week. Looking back I can now
see more clearly that his perspective was that of a struggling
adult.
I enjoyed that feel of being a
little child. I didn’t worry about
healthcare. I didn’t worry about
having food to eat or paying all
the bills. I didn’t worry about
sickness or life’s longevity. I
was free to enjoy the child’s perspective of Christmas. Today as
adults we are hammered with
the harsh realities of life. We
deal with the daily grind of life
that includes all the pains of having enough money and enough
health to enjoy Christmas. We
have other family members who
we agonize with and relate to in
their struggles.
We also have national concerns. We are blessed in America where so much of what we
enjoy is almost a miracle every
day. With all that we see and hear
about in Syria and so many other
troubled places in the world surely to just sleep and live in peace
has to mean everything to all of
us. I think this is something we
grow into in America. The news
tonight about little children hiding in a basement in Aleppo
fearing for their lives was heartbreaking.   They hold onto hope
of their lives being spared and

maybe a better day. However, a
night of peace and rest is almost
inconceivable to them.
Whatever you have this Christmas in America cherish and respect it. Thank God for everything you have. The perspective
of everything we have changes
throughout life from a five year
old child to someone barely hold-

ing on to life in a nursing home
or a family huddled together in a
basement in Aleppo.
Glenn Mollette is a syndicated
columnist and author of eleven
books.
He is read in all fifty states. Visit www.glennmollette.com
Contact him at GMollette@
aol.com.

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

Christmas perspective changes over life
By Glenn Mollette

I was saddened when I saw the
report of a group of little children
hiding in a basement in Aleppo,
Syria. Sadly this is where most
of Aleppo’s remaining children
are located. They are holding on
to life, hopefully another day.
Many of us grew up loving the
Santa Claus story and honestly
I’m still holding on just a little
bit. I don’t have a big list for
him. However, most of what I’m
hoping for is really out of Santa’s
league.
Santa Claus is good for fun
and games. I asked Santa for
some games when I was a kid
and received a Password game
and a game called Mystic Skull.
Those were fun games. I also
asked Santa for a plastic bowling
ball set. I got up on Christmas
morning very early and it wasn’t
under the tree. My mother went
to the hall closet and pulled out
this big box and said, “Santa told
me to put it in here until you got
up from bed.” I accepted that story as only a six or seven year old
would do.”
Christmas lists change with
age. What I hoped for at five
became very different throughout the years. I had wish lists
pertaining to career, children
and other aspirations. Today I’m
so very happy to simply enjoy
health, trips to the grocery store
and a warm house. Amazingly
what makes me happy today is
far more complicated than when
I was preparing my toy lists for
Santa.
I once asked for a $29 white
electric guitar for Christmas. My
hard working coalmining daddy
and mom were able to buy that
for me. I was so happy. It seemed
like I had just gotten everything
in the world for Christmas. A
few days later one of my relatives was visiting in our home
and he was admiring my white
electric guitar. He didn’t make a
lot of money but admired my gift

Second Saturday
Hikes to return to
Lake Barkley in Jan.
Lake Barkley State Resort
Park will kick off 2017 with the
return of 2nd Saturday Hikes on
Jan. 14.
The focus of January’s hike
will be winter adaptations. The
hike will introduce participants
to the various traits, characteristics, and behaviors that allow
plants and animals to survive the
winter season in western Kentucky.  
The hike starts at 10 a.m. and
will depart from the lobby of the
lodge. No reservations are necessary to participate in Second
Saturday Hikes.
Please dress for the weather.
Sturdy, comfortable footwear is
strongly suggested.
Families and individuals can

enjoy other entertainment and
lodging opportunities at the park.
Lake Barkley State Resort
Park is the largest state resort
park in Kentucky and features
a lodge, cottages, the Windows
on the Water Restaurant, a seasonal campground, 18-hole golf
course, fitness center with indoor pool, marina, fishing, tennis
courts, hiking trails, gift shop,
and recreational and nature programming.
The park is located at 3500
State Park Road in Cadiz. From
I-24, take the Highway 68 exit
west toward Cadiz.
For more information contact
David Kem, david.kem@ky.gov
or call the lodge at call 1-800325-0057.
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2016 CONSERVATION ART CONTEST WINNERS – Winners of the Conservation Art Contest were,
first grade, first place, Bailey Childress, and second place, Braedyn Thomas; second grade, first place,
Katie Dowdy, and second place, Kenzie Crumble; third grade, first place, Macy Fuller, and second
place, Allyson Ellegood; fourth grade, first place, Kiely Carson, and second place, Willow Smith; fifth
grade, first place, Cora Clark, and second place, Jessica Campbell; sixth grade, first place, Abbi Clark,
and second place, McKenzie. Macy Fuller placed first in the Overall Distriect, and Kelsi Carson placed
second. (Photo submitted)

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH – Hickman County Elementary School recently selected its students of
the month for December. The character trait for December is Obey the Rules. Primary students selected include: from left, Charley Campbell, Addy Janes, Jazmine Johnson, Alle Speed, Ethan French,
Jenna Byassee, and (standing) Wes Workman. (Photo submitted)

2016 CONSERVATON WRITING CONTEST WINNERS – Pictured are winners of the 2016 Conservation Writing Contest. Sixth grade, first place, Abbi Clark, and second place, McKenzie Wilber; Seventh
grade, first place, Micah Naranjo, and second place, Isbell Farmer; ninth grade, first place, Andrew
Hunter, and second place, Alex Tinajero; 10th grade, first place, Hannah Carroll, and second place,
Alexandria Riddle; 11th grade, first place, Nathan Smith, and second place, Nathan Howell; and 12th
grade, first place, Dallas Patey, and second place. Kayla Smith. Not pictured are Abbi Clark, McKenzie
Wilber, and Kayla Smith. Hannah Carroll also won first place in the Overall District, and Dallas Patey
won second place. (Photo submitted)

Work Ready

ity of proposals and the strong
public-private collaborations we
witnessed this week,” said Education and Workforce Development Cabinet Secretary Hal
Heiner, who chairs the committee. “It is apparent that the Work
Ready Skills Initiative is being
embraced statewide, as communities seek to transform their
workforce.”
The committee narrowed the
list of finalists to the following
project applicants from across
all ten of the Commonwealth’s
workforce areas: Allen County Career & Technical Center;
Barren County Board of Education; Bluegrass Community
& Technical College – Danville; Bluegrass Community &
Technical College – Leestown;
Boone County Schools; Bowling Green High School; Brighton Center, Inc.; Caldwell County Schools; Corbin Independent

HCES

lisle County. And Fulton County. And Fulton City. I wasn’t
a math teacher, but my quick
estimate is that Mr. Rudolph –
who is from this area – this year
provided well over 1,000 books
to students in the river counties.  
His initiative is to promote
reading, and thus promote education as a key to a bright future.
Research shows that students in
households that own books are
far more likely to succeed than
students whose homes have no
books. It’s really that simple,
and that wonderful.   Every one
of those kids received an early
Christmas present today.
Our second event was
our canned food drive.   HCES
students, led by our Leadership
Cabinet, donated 1,994 canned
and boxed food items that we
will take to The Mission House
next week.   Today, those students collected, counted, boxed
and stacked the canned goods
near the office. We did that so
that students can see the impact that they can make by giving and working together.   Jeff
Boaz’s sixth-grade class collected 416 cans to pace the school,
while Nicole Terry’s sixth-grade
homeroom came in second with
261. The two fifth-grade homerooms (Jenah Blalock’s and Jessica Lathrop’s classes) brought

Schools; Green County Board of
Education; Hazard Community
& Technical College; Jefferson
Community & Technical College; Jessamine County Schools;
KCEOC Community Action
Partnership; KY Tech – Warren County Area Technology
Center; Lee County Area Technology Center; Martin County Area Technology Center;
MMRC Regional Industrial Development Authority / Maysville
CTC; Owensboro Community
& Technical College; Paducah
Public Schools; Shelby County
Schools; Somerset Community
College; Southcentral Community & Technical College; and
West Kentucky Community &
Technical College.
The committee requested
that Education and Workforce
Development Cabinet staff contact each of these applicants to
ascertain additional project de-

in 245 and 238, respectively.
The Leadership
Cabinet students did an outstanding job of
collecting, counting, boxing and
stacking, and they are pictured
with the food items. Those
students include: J.B. Johnson,
Coleson Naranjo, Carter Terry,
Brooklyn Naranjo, Ella Terry,
Addyson Morgan, Burke Dalton,
Cora Clark, Bayleigh Basch, Ellie Davis, Abi Burton and John
Eric Johnson. Jeff Boaz, the
Leadership Cabinet sponsor, led
the effort.
Finally, our third event was
our annual Christmas program.
The students in grade K-3 are
involved in the program, and
they gave the performance of
the year.   Hundreds of parents,
grandparents, aunts, uncles,
siblings and other friends and
family attended, and I have no
doubt that they’ll agree that the
performance was wonderful.  
Organized and led by Melinda
Paul, music teacher, the annual
performance was a great way to
celebrate the Christmas season.
Last week, I asked you if you
would miss a weekly newsletter
from your child’s grade-level teachers.   I appreciate the
honest responses, and the elaboration. To summarize, about
two-thirds of you said no, you
wouldn’t.   Many of you said

continued from page 1

tails and to discuss budget specifics, in an effort to maximize
the funding impact across Kentucky.
In January, the Work Ready
Skills Advisory Committee will
reconvene to examine this new
information, with plans to award
up to $65 million. They will reserve at least $35 million for a
second funding round in 2017.
“We sincerely appreciate all
the Work Ready Skills applicants who took the time and
effort to prepare in-depth proposals and travel to Frankfort
to present their plans,” said Sec.
Heiner. “Seeing so many vibrant
local partnerships gives us much
confidence about the future of
workforce development in the
Commonwealth.”
For more information about
the Kentucky Work Ready Skills
Initiative, please visit www.
KentuckyWorkReady.com .

that we do a nice job of communicating with you, and that as
long as we continue to do so, especially regarding events, tests,
and other dates and important
info, that not sending a weekly
newsletter would be fine with
you. That is something we will
continue to discuss, and your
answers will help us make an
informed decision.
Finally, we continue promoting
reading achievement
at HCES by rewarding students who meet accelerated
reader goals.   We have three
trips planned for students who
have met their first semester
goals. First grade students
will go swimming at the Mayfield-Graves County YMCA on
January 6th, while second grade
students will have the same trip
on January 11th. Both groups
will also be treated to pizza that
day. Also, students in grades
3-6 who met their accelerated
reader goals will be treated to
pizza and games at Mr. Gatti’s in Murray on January 6th.  
Good job, students!
Attendance is one of the
most important aspects of a
successful student (or employee), and we want to reward
HCES students with great attendance. The first donations this
year to reward HCES students

HCES TOP STUDENTS – Hickman County Elementary School recently selected its students of the
month for December. The character trait for December is Obey the Rules. Intermediate students
selected include: front, Graham Carroll; seated, from left, Cora Clark, Tavion Scott, Micah Templeton,
Luke Steele, Trey Boaz and Allyson Ellegood; standing, from left, Kaylee Sumner, Kaylee Seaton, Kiely
Carson, Rachel Conner and Nel Bullington. (Photo submitted)

Clark

continued from page 1

for our viewers when they see personal stories on how a split-second decision changed someone’s
life – I know it is for me. That one
act of getting behind the wheel after a few drinks, or looking down
to answer the phone or send a text
message, isn’t worth the risk.”
The KOHS, Kentucky State
Police and other law enforcement
agencies are partnering for the
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over
holiday enforcement campaign
Dec.15, 2016, through Jan. 1, 2017.
The campaign is funded through
NHTSA, which says high-visibility enforcement reduces impaired
driving fatalities by as much as 20
percent.
continued from page 1

for perfect (and nearly perfect)
attendance is Baptist Hospital
in Union City, Tennessee, which
has provided the school with a
pair of $25 Wal Mart gift cards.  
That was followed up recently
with a $100 donation from an
anonymous donor. We would
love to have more contributions
to reward our students; please
contact me if you are willing to
donate.
Reminder: If
you
send
in transportation
changes for
your child via a note, please
include the first and last name
of the person to which you are
sending your child, an address,
and a contact number for that
person.   If you have transportation changes, please provide
that information to Kelly Green,
HCES
secretary.  Call-ins
should be an emergency only,
and those calls should be made
before 1 p.m.
Here are some important
dates for mark on your calendars: Dec. 20, Christmas parties, after 1:30 p.m.; and Dec.
21-Jan. 3, Christmas break.
Parents, I’ve had a hectic, but
great, day.   The school gathered
in the hallway this morning to
sing me “Happy Birthday.”   To
be honest, the day had started
off badly; that turned it around
quickly. I love my job. Thanks.

PRESCHOOL STUDENTS HONORED – Preschool students selected include: from left, Brooklyn Becker, Addley Black, Allyson
Wilson and Kaleb West. (Photo submitted)

