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Harper’s Country Hams destroyed in fire
A longtime, family-owned Hick- suffered extensive damage from an which employed 70 people, was a to- and no one was inside the structure
man County business, Harper’s early morning fire last Wednesday.
tal loss.
at the time of the fire.
Country Hams, located on US 51,
The 100,000 sq. foot structure,
There were no injuries reported,
David Cox, Hickman County Fire
and Rescue Chief, said the fire was
called through 911 at 5:50 a.m.
High winds Feb. 8 created even
more of a challenge for firefighters on the scene, with emergency
response agencies from Hickman,
Carlisle, Graves, Fulton and Ballard
County providing assistance to fight
the blaze, as well as prevent the fire
from spreading.
A multiple Kentucky State Fair
Grand Champion award winner,
Harper’s Country Hams was started
by the late Curtis Harper, in 1952,
and has undergone numerous expansions on the same piece of land.
Hams were hand-rubbed with a
cure of sugar, salt and sodium nitrate,
by employees of the company, a process unchanged from the beginning
of the operation.
Estimates have been quoted of
some employees who have several
years of service to Harper’s Hams
possible hand-rubbing over a million
hams.
While recent market demands have
resulted in more packaged portions
of the ham, in upwards of 200,000
annually, whole Harper’s Country
Hams remain a popular choice for
holidays and special occasions.
Churches in the Clinton community opened their doors to firefighters, as well as displaced Harper’s
employees in the days following the
fire, with volunteers on hand to assist
workers in filing for unemployment

benefits, and firefighters in the hours
following the first dispatch call provided a place to rest, eat and stay
warm.
A Community Aid Donation account has been established at Clinton
Bank, First Community Bank and
the Hickman County Attorney, Jason
Batts’ office.
Donations may also be mailed to
Hickman County Attorney, 110 E.
Clay St., Suite D, Clinton, Ky. 42031.
According to Batts, all tax deductible donations will go to the Mission
House, which in turn will work to
distribute the funds to Harper’s employees in need.
Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin, when
learning of the news of the Harper’s
Country Hams fire, defined the business as “a fixture in the Clinton community for generations...”
First District U.S. Rep. James
Comer expressed his sadness over
the loss, stating “thankfully no one
died in the fire but the loss on the
community is terrible...”
Harper’s Country Hams President
Deloris Harper indicated she did not
know what the future plans were for
the business at this time. Her son, and
the grandson of the late Curtis Harper, Brian Harper, is the Vice-President of the business.

Councilman Dillard
delivers State of the
City Address to Rotarians
Charlotte Smith

The State of the City Address for
the City of Clinton was presented to
Clinton Rotarians on Wednesday, Feb.
8 be Clinton City Councilman Howard Dillard on behalf of Mayor Phyllis
Campbell. “Clinton is a great place to
live,” he said. “I recently learned that
one gentleman recently moved his famA Hickman County landmark, Harper’s Country Hams, was destroyed in an early ily to Clinton because of projects like
morning fire Feb. 8. Emergency response teams and firefighters from the counties Rotary Park and the new building going
of Fulton, Hickman, Ballard, Graves, and Carlisle assisted the Hickman County Res- up on Hwy 51 South next to Jiffy Mart,
cue Squad with containing the fire, which smoldered for days. (Photos submitted)
attracted him and his wife to Clinton.”
Dillard discussed the city’s plan to

hire a part-time assistant clerk to assist
the Clinton City Clerk and the desire to
continue to have four full time police
officers on staff. “Hiring a part time
assistant city clerk would help keep the
office open during lunch and having
four full time police officers would ensure that the city’s residents are not in
jeopardy,” explained Dillard. “We want
to make sure we have enough law enforcement on staff, and we have enough STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS – Clinin the budget to do so and still operate ton Councilman Howard Dillard gave the
efficiently.”
State of the City Address at Clinton Ro-

See CLINTON, page 6

tary last week on behalf of Mayor Phyllis
Campbell. (Photo by Charlotte Smith)

Agriculture celebrated by Leadership Class
Hannah Carroll

Agriculture is the top money grossing
vocation in Hickman County and the
reason why the Chamber of Commerce
Leadership students of the Hickman
County sophomore class had a theme
day based on agriculture.
This outing took place on a cold Friday morning in December. During that
morning, the students went to three different agriculture-related businesses to

learn how that specific field of agriculture business affects Hickman County.
The first stop of the day was Burgess
Brothers Grain Company. Here, the
leadership students learned that this
is the place farmers go to weigh their
crops and store them in grain bins. This
is also the place where the employees of
Burgess Brothers keep up with the prices of wheat, corn, and soybeans throughout the county and the world. This helps
them keep the farmers informed about

how much their produce is worth.
The next stop of the day was the one
we were all anticipating, the hog barns.
Here, the students learned about hogs
and how the farmers take care of them.
We were permitted to go inside one of
the barns, and it was easy for us to tell
how important fans in the barns are to
filter out the ammonia.
An interesting fact learned at the hog

See LEADERSHIP, page 6

Over 200 moms showed up for Muffins for Moms Feb. 8, one of our best turnouts
ever. (Photo submitted)

Parents honored
at HCES events

(Editor’s Note: The following was beliefs and values. Parents are, without
submitted by Richard Todd, Hickman question, the most important factors in
County Elementary School Principal) a child’s life.
The most important factors in a
The most important two people in a child’s education are his or her teachers.  
child’s life are his or her parents.   Each Poor teachers result in weak students
child needs a father and a mother to who don’t care about learning. Average
provide love and discipline and guid- teachers result in okay students who
ance, to teach respect and responsibility are ambivalent about education.   Great
and kindness. Whether we like to ad- teachers inspire children to become
mit it or not, children are most often a lifelong learners who achieve great
direct reflection of their parents, along things.   At HCES, we are fortunate to
with their parents’ strengths and pasHickman County Leadership Students learn about Burgess Brothers, a local grainery, and the business side of farming. (Photo
sions, their interests and habits, their
See HCES, page 6
submitted)

We want to hear from you!
If you have a question, comment, or complaint about
something you saw in The Hickman County Gazette,
or a suggestion, we’d love to hear from you!

270.653.3381 

gazette3322@bellsouth.net
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News

AREA OBITUARIES Weatherspoon, Estes to
Mike Hayden
James
Michael
(Coach)
Hayden, a resident of the Cayce
community, died Feb. 8 at the
Baptist Memorial Hospital ER in
Union City, Tenn. He was 61.
Funeral
services were
held Feb. 11
at the Sacred
Heart Catholic Church,
in Hickman,
with Rev. Robert Drury officiating. Burial followed in the Cayce
Methodist Church Cemetery.
Hornbeak Funeral Chapel, in
Fulton, was in charge of arrangements.
He is survived by his wife,
Teresa Wright Hayden, who he
married Nov. 28, 1974; three children, Micah Danelle and Matt
Gardner, of Cayce, Ryan Christopher and Amanda Hayden, of
Sedalia, and Patrick Michael
and Mindy Hayden, of Sedalia;
six grandchildren, Christian Michael, Sarah Micah and Madeline Belle Gardner, all of Cayce,
Ethan Michael, Annelise Marie
and Gabrielle Brook Hayden, all
of Sedalia; a sister, Dean Hayden

Jones, of Cunningham; and two
nieces, Lona Culbertson, of Paducah, and Lashae Foster, of La
Center.
He was preceded in death by
his parents, Roy and Geneva
Young Hayden.
Born Feb. 8, 1956 in Mayfield,
he was a member of the Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in Hickman, and was a tire builder for
the former Goodyear Tire and
Rubber Company.
He was the Fulton County
football coach for over 25 years,
a substitute teacher at Fulton
County, a double black belt in
karate, a Union Steward (URW),
member of USWA for over 30
years, an avid hunter, fisherman,
and gardener.
He loved his family, friends,
flowers and his dog Boomer.
Memorials may be made to
St. Jude Children’s Hospital,
P.O. Box 1000 Dept. 142, Memphis, Tenn. 38101-9908, or Fulton County Alumni Association
Scholarship Fund, Attn: Rick
Major, 203 Moulton St., Hickman, Ky. 42050.
Tributes may be left online at
www.hornbeakfuneralchapel.
com/

exchange vows May 27

Anita Weatherspoon and
William Maxwell Estes, both
of Norfolk, Va., recently announced their engagement.
The bride-elect is the daughter of Willis and Johnnie Weatherspoon and granddaughter of
the late Lorene and William
Weatherspoon. She is also the
great-granddaughter of Florence
Freeman and the late Booker T.
Freeman, all of Clinton.
She has three children,
Katelin, Dallas, and the late
Danielle, all of Norfolk, Va. She
is a 1982 graduate of Horace
Mann High School in Gary, Ind.
and a 1986 graduate of Saint
Augustine’s College in Raleigh,
N.C. She is a Montessori Teach-

er at Ghent Montessori School
in Norfolk, Va.
The groom-elect is the son
of Dorothy Estes and the late
Willie Estes. William (Max)
is a 1983 graduate of Hickman
County High school in Clinton,
and a 1987 graduate of Berea
College in Berea. He is a Foreclosure Specialist with Samuel
I. White PC law office in Virginia Beach, Va.
The wedding will be at 6:36
p.m. May 27, 2017 at Unitarian
Church of Norfolk in Norfolk,
Va. Immediately following the
ceremony, the reception will
be at the Holiday Inn, Virginia
Beach Norfolk Hotel in Virginia
Beach, Va.

WKCTC recognizes
students honored
through Dean’s List

More than 500 students have
earned recognition for their academic work by being named to
the West Kentucky Community
and Technical College Dean’s
List for the fall 2017 semester.
To be named to the Dean’s
List, a student must be a full-time
WKCTC student earning at least
a 3.5 grade point average (GPA)
and successfully completing 12
hours or more of course work
numbered 100 or above for the
academic term.
The following students from
Hickman County earned this recognition for the fall 2016 semester are: McKensie Hobbs, Katherine Kelly, and Cassy Stoneham.
Students from Ballard County
were Jonathan Alderson, Ruby
Anderson, Brently Billings, Bonnie Blankenship, Bradley Buchanan, Kayto Buchanon, Jeffery
Byram Gary Carter, Paul Crews,
Janie Curtis, Cary Dowdy, Michael Draheim, Ethan Dunning,
Timothy Gordon, Christopher
Halteman, Shelby Hawes, Jamie
Hogg, Rachel Maki, Sara Meinschein, Carolyn Norment, Noble,
Otey, Carra Pearson, Bradley
Pickett, Douglas Richards, James
Roberts, Jaryd Sanders, Wesley
Sanders, Dakota Stigall, Danny
Summers, Paige Throgmorton,
Kole Williams, and Michael-Ryan Winnans.
The following students from
Carlisle County earned this recognition for the fall 2016 semester are: Carlisle Burgess, Charles
Carter, Joshua Carter, Lincoln
Crider, Aaron Dodson, Barrick
Draper, Bernie Edging, Jonel
Elliott, Scott Ginn, Sarah Ladd,
Andrew Lee, Christopher Lucas,
Raymond Millett, Keristen Patterson, Nyssa Shemwell, Timper
Sullenger, Kendall Thompson,
James Todd, Gerald Vidrine, and
David Whitlock.
From Fulton County, Kristen
Boaz, Lyndsi Gaston, Camelia
Goodman, Amber Hoskinson,
Richard Paul Jones, John Wright,
and Nicholas Yates.
From Graves County, Lisa Alexander, Kiersten Baker, Sarah
Baker, Yesenia Bernabe, Kristin Borgia, Jonathan Bouland,
Kelley Boyd, Brandon Brinkley, Brandy Bryson, Chelsea
Cartwright, Sherry Cook-Pyatt, Zachary Crouch, Edmunc
Cruse, Michael Curtsinger, Kyler
Danowski, Charlea Davidson,
Mariah Davis, Teresa Duncan,
Austin Dunn, Carrie Engard, Joseph Farmer, Jerry Gossett, Andres Guevara, Gabriela Guevara,
Cody Hargrove, Jason Holmes,
Zachery Holmes, Austin Hopwood, Michael Ingrum, Gary
Irvin, Kelsey Jackson, Erika Kelley Christopher Kendall, Mara
Kernodle, Jonathon King, James
Lamb, Brandi Lancaster, Dustin
Lassiter, Jacob Locke, Douglas
Mandry, Roberto Mateo, Kaitliln McGill, Dallas McKinney,
Matthew McKinney, Terry McKinney, Katie Meade, Christian
Mercado. Tanner Mohler, Christopher Neale, Ellis Newton, Todd
Norsworthy, Gregory Puckett,
Morgan Puckett, Tyler Randolph

Greg Rollins, Dustin Schultz, Anna Sloan, Abbey Spann,
Aaron Stanfill, Samantha Sullivan, Mykhaela Tharpe, Heather
Thomas, John Thomas, Lindsay
Thomas, Benjamin Thomasson, Jacob Thompson, Stayton
Thompson, Erika Trevarthen,
Allison Vanmeter, Donna Von
Schoech, Lindsey Waggoner,
Victoria Wiggins, Aaron Wilkerson, Hunter Wilkerson, Kristin Williams, Marcie Williams,
Alanna Willingham, Natalie
Wison, and Kacy Wright.
From Obion County, Tenn.,
Michael Gibson, and Macy
Thompson.

Nicci Ackermann and Bryant Little

Ackermann to become
bride of Little April 1

Anita Weatherspoon and William Maxwell Estes

Healthy

living with

Diabetes

Kentucky Department for Public Health

Diabetes Education Classes
Thurdays., March 2, 9, 16, 23
9:30 a.m - 11:30 a.m.

Hickman County Senior Citizens Center, Clinton
Plan to attend all 4 sessions. To sign up, call 270-444-9625 ext.
107 or Hickman County Senior Citizens Center 270-653-4314

Promoting Health, Preventing Disease, Protecting You

Mary Ackermann announces
the engagement of her daughter
Nicci Ackermann, of Allen, Texas, to Bryant Little, of Flower
Mound, Texas, son of Sherry and
Tommy Roberts and Laura and
Billy Little, all of Clinton.
The bride-elect is a graduate
of Hardin-Simmons University

and is employed by Nokia.
The groom-elect is a graduate
of Murray State University and is
employed by Frontier Communications.
Wedding vows will be exchanged April 1 at Hidden Pines
Chapel in Highland Village, Texas.
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Editorial

A good marketing idea
Dear Dave,
I’m a small-business owner
with a lawn care franchise. It’s
common in
our industry,
after the season is over, to
send out prepay letters for
the upcoming season. If
we send out
these letters
offering a five
or 10 percent
discount for
early payment on next year’s services, is that too similar to borrowing money from our customers at five to 10 percent?
Kevin

send pre-pay letters. It takes
some of the seasonality “ouch”
out of your financial equation,
and it gives them the opportunity
to take advantage of a bargain.
It’s not a bad plan from a marketing standpoint for your business,
either. You might even be able to
add some new customers with an
offer like this.
You obviously have to be really secure and confident in your
ability to provide the service.
Otherwise, you could end up in a
really bad situation. Your equipment, staffing and track record in
the business will all come into
play. But if all this is strong, and
you’ve been in the business for
a number of years and plan on
staying in the business for years
to come, then this is something
Dear Kevin,
I’d definitely do.
Not at all. I definitely would
—Dave

Girlfriend debt account

The Barber Knows

New shop rivals ‘Brau for inside scoop
Being a barber is a lot like being a priest, or even a bartender.
Customers might tell you anything: a funny story, a lesson in
town history, or even their deepest, darkest secrets. It is an almost sacred calling.
There’s something about sitting in a barber’s chair that seems
oddly familiar. For many, climbing on the booster stool is one of
our earliest childhood memories.

The sound of clippers and the
feel of the brush on the back of
your neck conjures recollections
of a bygone era.
When the barber clips the
black vinyl drape around your
neck, it’s almost impossible for
your mind to keep from wandering back to years long gone.
Frank Bell opened his shop on
Main Street less than two weeks
earlier, yet in that time he had

learned enough about the good
folks of Lennox Valley to fill a
couple of novels had he been a
writer. After living most of his
life in the “big city” of Terre
Haute, Indiana, Frank was starting to feel like he knew more intimate details of The Valley after
two weeks than he learned about
his former home in 38 years.
Between his new clientele,
tales from the teenagers who
hung out in the shop after school
and his visit two days earlier
with Sarah, pastor of the Methodist Church, Frank was becoming somewhat of an authority on
town history. It wouldn’t be long
before he would be as confused
as everyone else concerning the
seemingly constant drama surrounding his new home.
Speaking of constant drama,
Iris Long was at wits’ end trying to decide how to handle the
recent departure of her former
friend and columnist, Maxine
Miller. Maxine’s column was
perhaps the most popular regular
feature in the Hometown News.
Losing “Rumor Has It” to her

nemesis-turned-rival newspaper
publisher, Raymond Cooper, had
left more than a hole in her newspaper.
Iris had been in the news business a long time, and she quickly
moved past the personal betrayal. Seated in her regular booth,
staring at the Hoffbrau menu,
she was most worried she would
soon lose even more readers to
Cooper’s “rag” if she didn’t come
up with a suitable replacement
for “Rumor Has It.”
Dr. Palpant recommended Iris
watch her food intake, as the
stress of the recent election and
new business competition had
led to a good bit of “emotional
eating,” as he called it. Iris had
done a good job for more than
a week, but continued thoughts
of her newspaper going under
led her to turn to the Signature
French Toast for comfort.
If two slices of egg-battered
sourdough bread, toasted on the
griddle until golden brown and
sprinkled with powdered sugar,
couldn’t calm Long’s nerves, perhaps nothing would.
It was hard to think at the
moment, however, as she waited
on her food. Jessie, her waitress
and friend, was talking nonstop
concerning the latest gossip she
overheard during the breakfast
rush an hour earlier.
Elbert Lee Jones had seen the
new barber walking with Sarah Hyden-Smith to lunch at the
‘Brau on Wednesday. Vera Pinrod was sure she had seen Raymond Cooper with A.J. Fryerson
in Springfield during the Auburn
Hat Society meeting at the Red
Lobster.
The hem of Rhonda Graham’s
dress at Sunday services was no
less than two inches above her
knees, and “Everyone knows
Brother Billy Joe doesn’t approve of such shameless attire at
his church.”
Jessie’s
rambling
almost
caused Iris to lose her temper.
That’s when it hit her.
“Jessie,” Iris interrupted, “have
you ever thought of becoming a
writer?”
“What in the world are you
talking about?” Jessie replied.
“Yes, I think you just might
have a new career,” Iris said with
a slight grin.
Watch for Lennox Valley: The
Book, coming April 2017.
THE REAR GUARD. “They
shall
go
h i nder most
with
their
s t a n d a r d s”
(Numbers
2:31).
The
camp
of
Dan brought
up the rear
when
the
armies of Israel were on
the march.
They were

Dear Dave,
I’m 29, and I have no debt.
I’ve gotten a good start on my
savings and retirement, too. My
girlfriend and I plan to get married in the next couple of years,
and she has about $90,000 in
debt. I’m not paying on her debt
yet, but I think together we can
save up enough to pay it off by
the time we’re married. Should
I temporarily slow down saving
for a house and start saving toward paying off her debt?
James
Dear James,

Yes, I would have a “girlfriend
debt” account. That way when
she becomes your wife, you two
can write a check the moment
you get back from the honeymoon and be debt-free — or at
least knock out a huge portion of
the debt. After that, the two of
you — as in WE — resume saving for retirement, a house and so
on.
That, James, is exactly what
I would do. You’re right in line
with my thinking on this, brother. Best of luck to you both!
—Dave

* Dave Ramsey is CEO of Ramsey Solutions. He has authored
seven best-selling books, including The Total Money Makeover. The
Dave Ramsey Show is heard by more than 12 million listeners each
week on 575 radio stations and multiple digital platforms. Follow
Dave on the web at daveramsey.com and on Twitter at @DaveRamsey.

SAVED BY WATER?

I Peter 3:17-23
Noah’s flood and the massive
“floating zoo” called the “ark”
have been much in the news lately,
largely because of the ark replica
in northeastern Kentucky. The
story of that great event is one of
the best known of all Bible accounts. While the time from creation to the flood (likely around
2,000 years) takes up 5 chapters of
Genesis, the story of this one-year
takes four! It must be a highly important event.
No one questions that the earth
has been under water; most who
object to the flood account (even
some who claim to believe the
Bible) deny that this was a worldwide event, or that all the earth has
ever been inundated at the same
time. An often-asked question is
“Where is the evidence?” And
we answer, “The rocks cry out!”
Every strata of sedimentary rock,
especially those bearing fossils
of various life forms, speaks of a
global catastrophe of huge proportions.
And through that fearful judgment sailed one magnificent vessel, not a “boat” in our usual sense
but a barge, with dimensions adequate to the task and proportions
that would float through the worst
of storms. Smaller scale models
have been built, and tested; they
might tip a bit, but never overturn,
not under the worst water pressure
that could be used against them.
The ark could not be steered from
within, but was driven about by the
winds and the waves; yet it held.
The same storm and lightning
flashes that judged the sin of that
world hit Noah’s family, but their

ark bore the strikes for them!
And so those eight souls were
saved (delivered, then physically
as a type of our spiritual salvation) through water. For that is the
force of the preposition the Holy
Spirit used, “dia,” from which we
get “diameter”--distance through.
Those who got in the boat before
they got in the water came through
the storm and out on the other side.
The many who got in the water before they got in the boat were buried in that muddy water which was
pressed into fossil-bearing layers
along with dinosaurs, ants, ferns
and trees.
The ark is a beautiful type of
spiritual salvation. “One Way,”
so one door, and that on the first
of three levels picturing the One
God in Three Persons. The bug
and the elephant came up the same
gangplank; any who tried to come
another way, climbing up, were
“thieves and robbers.” (John 10:1)
The “skylight” could be opened
at places, but always let in light
all around the top and a refreshing breeze when opened at times
during the long year. As the first
floor pictures Jesus, the only Way
to God, so the top floor (possibly where the family lived) with
its light and air pictures the Holy
Spirit. God shut the door when it
was time for rain, and Noah could
not open it from inside. Through
the final judgment-storm of the end
of time, our “Ark of deliverance,”
Who bore the lightning strikes of
judgment for us, will bring us out
safely on the other side.
R. Charles Blair, Pastor
Poplar Grove Baptist Church
February 2017

the rear guard. I think of what
Jesus said as I read the above
verse; “If any man desire to be
first, the same shall be last of
all” (Mark 9:35).
Mostly, we have been taught
from youth that first is better
than being last. Jesus, as we have
seen, taught just the opposite!
That is alarming and disturbing
to some who want to be first in
everything. In fact, society more
often than not honors those who
are first. Awards and banquets
are given in honor of those who

win first place.
Is being first really that big a
deal? In God’s army or any army,
stragglers may be picked up on
the march by whom? The rear
guard. The enemy attacks on the
back as well as the front. Someone must bring up the rear and
do the menial tasks for the Lord.
There are those weak in spirit
and struggling along who need
help and an encouraging word;
those who are weak in faith need
lifting up; those weak souls who
are faltering and falling by the
wayside must not be left unaided
and alone. Those in the hindermost of the march are very often
the only ones left to help those
poor fainting marchers.
It isn’t where you serve but
how you serve that counts in the
final analysis. It isn’t who honors
you but whom you honor, and
not what honor you receive but
to whom you give honor. Serve
with integrity and faithfulness
whether you be in the frontal or
the hindermost of the march. He
who gives out the final rewards
will not overlook the least or the
last, the front or the rear.
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Did Someone Just Hack My Thermometer?
Dr. James L. Snyder

The other day as I looked at my thermometer I saw
it had dipped below my meteorological expectation. I
tried breathing on the thermometer to see if I could get
the temperature to rise a little bit. And, because I have
such hot breath, I was able to raise the temperature quite
a bit, but as soon as I stop breathing, it plunged back to
its depth.
It seems that when I look at the thermometer and the
temperature is low I feel cold. On the other hand, when
the temperature is high, I feel warm.
So, I am wondering if the temperature has anything to
do with my thermometer. If someone, perchance, could
manipulate my thermometer they could manipulate
whether I am hot or cold.
Then a thought hit me square in the face.
All during last year, I heard how the Russians allegedly hacked into emails. I never really paid that much attention to the stories, but now, I am thinking a little bit
different about that.
Anybody who wants to can hack into my emails because I have such a boring life that they probably would
shoot themselves. However, what if they were able to
hack into my thermometer? That is the $64,000 question!
I confess that I am not very savvy when it comes to
technology. I can barely manage my emails; so, when it
comes to technology I am as vulnerable as anybody else.
I am certainly not afraid of somebody hacking into
my banking account because they would find it completely empty. Thinking about that, maybe somebody is
hacking into my banking account and taking out all my
money. If somebody is, I do not imagine it is I. Maybe I
should have a talk with my banker just to see if anything
fishy is going on.

However, what if these Russians, or whoever they
are, are able to hack into my thermometer? What if they
are able to hack in and manipulate my thermometer to
make it look colder than it really is?
If this is true, where do I go to report it?
What sorry soul would do something like this?
Out of deep frustration, I presented my theory to my
wife, hoping she would have a little bit of sympathy for
me.
“Are you,” she said sarcastically, “really that crazy?
Why in the world would you ever think that somebody
could hack into your thermometer?” Then she threw one
of her sarcastic smiles at me and went back to the kitchen.
I was still in my chair thinking about all that. What
if I am crazy? Is that so bad? From my point of view,
crazy people are the only people that do not know they
are crazy. Maybe I really am crazy. But if I am crazy, to
paraphrase one old philosopher, I am in good company. Those crazy people really make a difference in this
world.
My problem, like many people, I judge things by their
appearance, and, as we all know, appearances can be deceiving.
I think a good word from Jesus helps me out here.
“Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24).
Appearances can be deceiving because sometimes
what I am looking at is not exactly what I am seeing.
The Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor of the Family of
God Fellowship, 1471 Pine Road, Ocala, FL 34472. He
lives with his wife in Silver Springs Shores. Call him
at 352-687-4240 or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net. The
church web site is www.whatafellowship.com.
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Black History Program
Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist
Church, in Oakton, will have a
Black History Program Sunday,
Feb. 18 at 3 p.m. Guest speaker will be Pastor Derick Fitts,
with choir and church family of
Mt. Gilead Missionary Baptist
Church in Columbus. Dinner will
be at 1:30 p.m. and program at 3

For Your Information

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS

p.m. The public is invited to at- p.m., in Mayfield, at the VA Clintend. Pastor is Anthony Johnson, ic, 1253 Paris Rd. Veterans and
and Chairman is Jonnie Mason. families will be seen by appointment, walk-ins will be schedAssistance for Veterans
uled an appointment. For more
Veterans and their families will information please contact Ron
be provided counseling and as- McClure, Regional Field Represistance in filing claims for state sentative, Kentucky Department
and federal benefits Feb. 15 - 16, of Veterans Affairs (KDVA) at
and Feb. 21 – 23, 10 a.m. – 2:30 (270) 247-2455 ext. 73905, or
email ronald.mcclure@ky.gov.

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

RAY’S BACKHOE Service Septic systems installed certified installer also backhoe
work gravel & dirt hauling and
driveway work free estimates.
677-4641 or 254-0401.
Lawn
Maintenance.
Need your lawn mowedVERY REASONABLE PRICES!
FREE
ESTIMATES.
Lawn mowing-weed eat-

Happy Valentine everyone! A
reminder of Thursday Feb. 16 we
will have a program of Do’s and
Don’ts with your Medications.
Feel free to call the center on
Wednesday or by 9 on Thursday
morning and come have lunch
with us. The class will begin as
soon as we have our lunch. Write
any questions down to share with
discussion time.
The following week we will
be having our last Chili and
Soup Day. This will be February
23.Tickets will be available the
week of the 20th.
We are in need for some volunteers for Escort Drivers to
take some of our local people to
Dr. Visits in Paducah, Mayfield,
South Fulton and a Union City.
Call the center for information or
come by for a visit and we can
give you information of what is
to be expected. The phone # for
the center is 270-653-4314
We would also like some input about the POTATO Day
when we begin it again. What
are your thoughts about having
it as a supper time fundraiser?
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ing-shrub trimming and some
landscaping. Anywhere in the
Hickman, Carlisle or Fulton
Co. areas. Call David Dixon at
270-254-1384.

Commodities
The Mission House distributes
CSFP (Cheese) Commodities
monthly to Hickman County residents who are 60 years or over,
meet the income guidelines, and

are pre-registered. Pick up dates coarts.com.
are Thursday and Friday after the
third Tuesday of each month.
Every Wednesday:
• 7 a.m. - Community Prayer
Every Monday:
Service at First United Methodist
• AA meets at 8 p.m. at First Church.
United Methodist Church in
•The Hickman Co. Museum
Clinton.
is open every Wednesday from
1 - 4 p.m.
Second Monday:
• Hickman Co. Memorial Li• Library Board meets the sec- brary is open Tuesday through
ond Monday at the library at 4 Friday from 2 - 5 p.m. and Saturp.m.
day, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
• The Hickman Co. Arts Coun• Clinton City Council meets
cil will meet the fourth Monday first Monday of the month at 5
of each month at 4 p.m. at the p.m. at Clinton City Hall.
Young Center. The public is invited to attend. www.hickman-

• Columbus City Council
meets at 6 p.m., the first Monday
of the month at Columbus City
Hall.
• The Mission House is open
Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays
and first Saturday of the month.
• The Hickman Co. Historical and Genealogical Society
Center is open Wednesday and
Saturdays from 1 - 4 p.m. For appointment, call LaDonna Latham
at 653-4190 or Norma Gene
Humphreys at 653-6208.

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE in the Yates
Building. Utilities furnished.
Call 270-653-4236 or 270254-0548.

(Serving from 4- 6) or (330-530)
we would like to hear from you
about this.
Menus for coming week:
Wednesday Feb. 15—Pork
Roast, Pinto Beans, Turnip
Greens, Baked Apples, Cornbread Muffin and Skim Milk
Thursday Feb. 16—Meatloaf,
Oven Brown Potatoes, Creamy
Cole Slaw, Wheat Bread, Fruit
Cup and Skim Milk
Friday Feb.17—Taco Salad, Cornbread, Buttered Corn,
Chocolate Wafer, Tropical Fruit
and Skim Milk
(Friday’s menu was swapped
with Monday’s menu)
Monday Feb 20—Baked Pork
Chops, Potatoes, Buttered Green
Peas, Roll, Orange Sherbet and
Skim Milk
Tuesday Feb 21—Baked
Chicken, Oriental Vegetables,
Rice, Roll, Granola with Peaches
and Skim Milk
Wednesday Feb. 22— Hamburger Steak Gravy, Baked Potatoes, Green Beans Wheat Bread,
Pineapple and Skim Milk

Sell It
With
The
Find A Job • Sell A Car • Rent A House

Your low cost classified ad in
The Hickman County Gazette,
The Hickman Courier, The
Carlisle Weekly, or The Fulton
Leader will help you turn
unwanted items into cash. Only
$6 for 20 words - 10¢ each
additional word for one paper or
$8.50 for 20 words - 20¢ each
additional word for 2 papers!

I Want My Ad To Read:

$5.00/$8.50
$5.10/$8.70

$5.20/$8.90

$5.30/$9.10

$5.40/$9.30

$5.50/$9.50

$5.60/$9.70

$5.70/$9.90

$5.80/$10.10

$5.90/$10.30

$6.00/$10.50

Please be sure to include your name and phone number as well as a check or credit card information for payment.

Remit to: The HIckman County Gazette, P.O. Box 200• Clinton, KY 42031
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HCES

have many great teachers.
We at Hickman County Elementary all work hard to be
great. From our custodians to
our cafeteria staff, from our
school secretary to our nurse,
from our instructional aides to
our teachers, and including me,
we try hard every day to love all
the kids, to teach all students, to
encourage them to do their best,
and to be kind and respectful to
others Most days we are successful.   Every day, we try.
The best asset this school possesses, and what I love about this
school more than anything else,
is that I know every adult in this
building cares about kids.   I
know all you parents love your
kids; you love them more than
anything in the world.   And, yes,
I am talking about you grandparents, step-parents, aunts and
uncles, and others that have students you love and for whom you
provide care on a daily basis.  
So, keeping all those things in
mind, I am asking you to do two
things: to stay involved with your
child’s education, and to trust us.  
Both are equally important.   We
spend countless hours trying
to provide communication to
families; sometimes, we don’t
provide enough. However, that
communication has to be a twoway street. You have to share

Sports/News

information about your child,
you need to keep updated contact information such as phone
numbers current in the front office, attend school events, and let
your child know that their education is important to you.   It’s
like so many things…if you are
invested in their education, they
will be as well.   If you’re not,
chances are your child won’t really care.   If you expect nothing
more from your child than that
he should pass all of his classes, that’s probably exactly what
you’ll get. If you demand that
your child work hard in school
and be respectful, you’ll probably be raising a very successful
student.
The second one is more difficult. It’s hard to fully trust us
with your child; they are, we
know, your most valued possession.   They are who you would
do anything for. Rest assured,
though, that all of us at HCES
chose this profession because
we like working with kids.   We
care about kids.   We love kids.
We want to do the right thing for
kids.   And all of our kids, while
wonderful, make mistakes.   It
is our job to attempt to correct
those mistakes, and to teach students right from wrong. We also
must teach them that there are
consequences for actions, both

positive and negative. Some of
those lessons can be difficult, but
they’re necessary. My hardest
job as a parent – I have two children, a daughter, 20, and a son,
18 – was to hold firm with punishment when they were wrong.
I did it, and my kids, young
adults now, are better for it.
If your child faces a disciplinary action – and by that, I
mean punishment more serious
than missing recess or sitting
in at a different table at lunch
– someone from the school will
contact you, we will discuss with
you the incident, and we will let
you know the consequences. We
will balance the aspect of teaching right from wrong with the
punishment. If you have questions, please never hesitate to
contact any of us at HCES.   If
you have a concern, it is usually best to contact your child’s
teachers first.   If you do not get
a satisfactory answer, contact
me.   Our entire staff cares about
your children. Please trust that
we are always trying to do the
right thing. You may not always
agree with us, but remember too
that your perspective is probably
biased. We will remember that
you are your child’s biggest advocate.
Speaking of parents, Muffins for Moms was held earlier
this week   We had almost 150
fathers show up for Donuts for
Dads a couple of weeks ago;
mothers, you topped that number!   Thanks for coming! Don’t
forget that Tuesday is Valentine’s
Day, and each class will have
parties that afternoon. Check
with your child’s teachers for the
exact time.
Parents, show your child that
education and learning and reading are important. Come out
for StoryFest on Feb. 28.    Each
year I’ve been here this event
has been more successful than
the previous year. Our school
kickoff is Monday afternoon as
we prepare students for the real
deal on Feb. 28th.   Make plans
Pictured are those who participated in the Hickman County Schools’ to bring the family!
Our ongoing recognition of
Muffins for Moms held recently. (Photo submitted)

Clinton

The maintenance department
is keeping up with the task of
providing Clinton residents
with a clean city, pleasing to
those who live, work and travel
through Clinton and Hickman
County. “They maintenance department is doing a great job and
we continue to strive to put our
best foot forward with a clean
city to live in, work in and drive
through.” With the proper equipment and an equipment operator,
the City will continue to work on
beautifying Clinton.

Leadership

barns was that hogs create so
much ammonia that without a
way to filter it out, the barn roof
would blow off. There are several hog barns in Hickman County
that help provide our community
with pork.
The final stop of the day was
a work facility where the students learned about how drones
and other technological advances
help farmers in Hickman County.
The drones are able to do aerial
scans to create maps that allow
Alex Jewell and others to determine sites for soil tests. At these

Other thoughts shared by Dillard included recent discussions
on the future of the city’s sewer system and gas system. Right
now the sewer system is run by
an outside entity and the city is
thinking of taking it over. Back
in the 1980s they took over the
gas system through a group entity and are also contemplating
taking over that gas system, too.
“I am a little skeptical about
this,” noted Dillard. “It could
be at least five years before we
could see any benefits from takcontinued from page 1

sites, they take samples of the
soil to see what amendments are
needed to be added or stopped.
After they gather the results, they
confer with the farmers and discuss the best thing to do to make
the most profit from their fields.
Overall, the day was a successful day of learning more indepth about the ways agriculture
affects our county. This information will help the Leadership
students further understand how
important agriculture is in our
lives, from the food we eat to the
clothing we wear.

ing over both these systems and
we might wind up losing revenue in the long run.” Dillard is
concerned about how to fund the
City while they are waiting for
each system to become solvent
once they take them over.
According to Dillard the City
of Clinton is solvent and in pretty good shape at this time. With
raising taxes as a phrase no taxpayer wants to hear, members
of the Clinton City Council will
be holding finance workshops to
explore all options available to
the city that hasn’t raised taxes
since 2006.
Blighted property, on the
minds of leaders from many
small cities just like Clinton,
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exceptional attendance continues at HCES. Recently, we received a donation of a bicycle
from HCHS Project Graduation.   Previously, we were given
two anonymous $100 donations
to reward students at the end of
the year for perfect (and nearly
perfect) attendance. Previously
this year we’ve received a pair
of $25 Wal Mart gift cards from
Baptist Hospital in Union City,
Tenn. We will gladly accept
contributions; please contact me
if you are willing to donate.
Parents, students are scheduled to be out this Friday, Feb.
17th (teachers and staff only that
day) and Feb. 20th.  A full list of
upcoming events can be found
below.
Reminder: If
you
send
in transportation
changes for
your child via a note, please include the first and last name of
the person to which you are sending your child, an address, and
a contact number for that person.   If you have transportation
changes, please provide that information to Kelly Green, HCES
secretary.  Call-ins should be an
emergency only, and those calls
should be made before 1 p.m.
Here are some dates for
mark on your calendars: Spirit
Days are Feb. 24, Falcon Pride!
– wear red and black; March 3,
ReadQuest Day – wear pajamas,
sweats and other comfortable
clothing; March 10, March Madness – represent your favorite
college team; and March 17, St.
Patrick’s Day – wear green.
Dates to know are Feb. 14,
Valentine’s Day parties; Feb. 17,
Professional Day – Teachers and
Staff Only – No Students; Feb.
20, Presidents Day – No school;
and Feb. 28, StoryFest.
Parents, as always, thank
you for supporting our school,
and for being great moms and
dads. It is heartfelt when I say
thanks for attending the Donuts
for Dads and Muffins for Moms
events recently.   Your kids love
you.   They need you.   We have
the same goals – doing what is
best for your child.
continued from page 1

has an adverse affect on the city
when the structures become eyesores. They also result in the loss
of revenue for those cities when
the structure is demolished and
they are removed from the tax
roll.
Dillard was born in Hickman
County and left for two years
while he was in the military and
also lived in Philadelphia for five
years. He has been a city councilman for several years.

HOOP SHOOT CHAMPS – Pictured are the Kentucky State Elks
Hoop Shoot winners, ages 8 to 9, Brooklyn Naranjo, and ages 10
to 11 Justice Midyett, Back to Back winner. Also pictured is Howard
Finley, the winner of an award from Paducah Lodge 217. They
will compete March 11 in Paris, Tenn. for the National Hoop Shoot
Semifinals against Arkansas, Missouri, and Tennessee. (Photo
submitted)

